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12 OF THE RIVER MISSISIPPI.

There are, exclufive of the flaves, about fevcn tlioufand inha-

bitants in town, of all ages and fexcs. 'J he fortifications are only

an enceinte of ftockadcs, with a banquette within and a very trlHing

ditch without ; thefc can anfwer no end but againft Indians, or

negroes, in cafe of an infurredion, and keep the flaves of the

town and country from having any communication in the night.

There arc about four hundred foldicrs kept for the police of the

town and country ; thefe belong to the detached companies of the

marines : there are alfo ten companies of militia, four chofcn

from the inhabitants of the town, the planters and their fervants

form the remainder.

The government of Louifiana is compofed of a governor, an

intendant, and a royal council. The governor is inverted with a

great deal of power, which, however, on the fide of the crown is

checked by the intendant, who has the care of the king's rights,

and whatever relates to the revenue j and on the fide of the people

it is checked by the royal council, whofe office it partly is to fee

that the people are not oppreffed by the one nor defrauded by the

other. The royal council, who ftile themfelves Le ConfeilJupcrieur

de la Louijiane, confifl: of the intendant, who is firft judge, the

king's attorney, fix of the principal inhabitants, and the regifter

of the province ; and they judge in all criminal and civil matters.

Every man has a right to plead his own caufe before them, either

verbally or by a written petition j and the evidences called on by

each party attend the examination of the council. In a court like

this, eloquence or great abilities cannot fupport injuftice or con-

found truth.

The intendant is commiffary of the marine and judge of the"

admiralty
J and he decides, in a fummary manner, all difputes be-

tween merchants, or whatever elfe has a relation to trade. A final

reference may be made from any judgment given by the intendant

or


