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tho' it may never reftore them to thcif origi-

nal Perfe(5tion.

I HAVE frequently thought that the Ro-

man Word Virtus^ v^'hich fignifies Courage,

has a Propriety in exprefling the Idea beyond

all the fewLanguages I have anyKnowledge

of; it feems to embrace the whole in Man
which confpires to perfedl that Attribute

;

Courage has been deemed by that People an'

Emanation of every Virtue, the Refult of all

others combined ; and therefore by way of

Eminence diftinguifhed by that Appellation

Virtus, the Virtue. They had remarked, that

in Proportion as the Bofom is replete with

Probity and Truth, the Love of its Country

and its Gods j fo is the Heart which inhabits

it, with Courage.

That Breafl which is freeft from Pollu-

tion, is the leaft intimidated at Danger 5 the

pureft Soul is foremoft in offering up Life a

Sacrifice to its Country, whereas the conta-

minated Ikulks to fave itfelf in Cowardice.

Th I s was the unvarying Charadleriftics of

Perfia7is^ Greeks^ and Ro?miiSi in their Days
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