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" A very large portion of the rank and file of that army, reg-

ulars and volunteers, went forth from the city of New York, to

conquer or to die. It was my happy lot to witness tlieir

invincible valor and prowess. All dangers, difficulties and
hardships were met and conquered.

" You have been pleased, sir, to allude to our adopted citi-

zens. I can say that the Irish, the Germans, the Swiss, the

French, the Britons, and other adopted citizens, fought in the

same ranks, under the same colors, side by side with tiie native-

born Americans—exhibiting like courage and efficiency, and
uniting at every victory in the same enthusiastic shouts in

honor of our flag and country. From Vera Cruz to the capital

of Mexico, there was one generous rivalr^r in heroic daring
and brilliant achievement. Let those who witnessed that career

of valor and patriotism say, if they can, what race, according to

numbers, contributed most to the general success and glory of

the campaign. On the many hard-fought battle-fields there

was no room for invidious distinction. All proved themselves
the faithful sons of our beloved country, and no spectator could
fail to dismiss any lingering prejudice he might have enter-

tained as to the comj _rative merits of Americans by birth and
Americans by adoption.

" As the honored representative of all, I return among you to

bear testimony in favor of my fellow-brotlicrs in the field, the
army of Mexico; and I congratulate you and tliem that the
common object of their efforts, and of your hopes—the restora-

tion of peace—is in all probability now attained."

"When he arrived at the City Hall other addresses were
made. Scott, in his replies, took occasion to advert to the

subjects of peace and war, as relating to his own profession.

The sentiments expressed are so honorable to his heart that •

we may quote them

:

" Though I am a soldier, and therefore supposed to be fond
of fighting, I abhor war, except when prosecuted in the defense
of our country, or for the preservation of its honor, or of some
great, important, nay, cardinal interest. I hold war to be a
great moral evil. It must be for good and substantial reasons—for no forced or false pretext, however plausibly set forth

—

that war can be warrantably waged, or that can justify one
man ift shedding the blood of his fellow-being. The interests
of New York, and of our whole country, are identified with
peace and with every duty of Christian morality. I doubt if

there be any member of that respectable body of our fellow-
citizens, the Friends^ who is a more zealous advocate for peace.
Unhappily, too much of my life has been spent on the field of
battle. Let us, then, manitain our peace by all honorable


