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Since Bishop I.emnuMis had abaiKioncd

the idea of such a school, as I had pro-

posed to him live \ -ars ago, I had never

mentioned to him the advisal)iiity of the

•indertaking since that time. It must

have become evident to the priests

nearer to the Hishoj) than myself that the

ivork was a rer i necessity for the silva-

tion of our Indian children.

In Victoria the good IJishop Christie

explained all his plans. "Hut,"' said he,

" Father, we have no money to do the

work. However, let us conmience at

once, /)ct4< f^roviih-hit. Return to the

( oast at the first opportunity, choose a

< entral location and 1 will send up lumber

and men to <lo the work."

I went back a few days later and

chose Clayo(|Uot Sound as a location

ea.sily accessible to all the Indians of the

coast.

.\t the foot of a mountain in Dec ep-

tion Channel I found and sec u red a large

piece of table land o|)en to pre-emption

and away from all Indian settlements. It

is fifty feet above the surfac e of a fine

bay which at low water has a sandy beach

of more than twenty acres—a iiugnil'n ent

playground for the c hildren. It is also

in proximity to another bay. a real clam-

field, so that with a bay swarming with

salmon and other fish and a large field of

clams, the expense of su|)porting the

children will be considerably reduc eel and

their health will be benefited, for all our

people from their very infancy look upon
fish as their main food and they ar:knowl-

eclge that without fish they cannot iive

and keep their health.

A few days later I received another

letter from liishoj) Christie, announcing

that he was to leave us and go to Port-

land, Ore. . as the succ essor of .\rc hbishoji

Gross. The Archbisiiop-elect now told

me ag?in to go ahead with tiie work, in-

sisting that if the school was not built

now it would never be l)uilt, and that

either the Methodists or the Presbyterians

would get our grant and use it to pervert

our Catholic children. In the course of

conversation afterwards His (Irace told

me that he had talked the matter over

with his \'icar (leneral, and they had

( ome to the cone lusion that as soon as

the work was well started I should go

abroad to collect the necessary funds.

"And," said he. " Father, let us go

ahead : the work of your life will be

destroyed. It will be lost if we neglect

this chance offered by the (lovernment.

We must ]iut up the buildings and jiay

for them ourselves, but the Indian

I)e|iartment will by a generous yearly

grant do the rest. 1 have ordered the

lumber and the men will go up next

month ; i)ut when the buildings are

up, you will have to go Fast and ask

the good |)eople out there to extend to

us a hel|)ing hand. .And, Father, do not

be uneasy : you will do well. The

l)eoi)le out there do not know what you

are doing for the salvation of souls ; I

had no idea of it myself before coming

here. I )o not i)repare any lectures, but

speak to the i)eoi)le as you speak to us.

. . . The jmests will allow you to speak

in their chun hes ; whatever you get

from their peojile will not affect them. I

have experienced that nijself when I was

rector of St. Stephen's church in Minne-

apolis."

( )clober.— ( )ur sc hool is now built. . .
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Twenty- five years have now ela|)sed

since I first set foot on the western shore

of X'ancouver Island. When I first met

the inhabitants of that desolate coast, they

were savage, immoral and treacherous.

Their dwellings were hovels of filth and

misery; their attire a blanket of c edar

bark, dog's hair or othe. inferior artide;

they were addic ted to witc h< raft and in-

iHimerable superstitious practices. .Ml

alone in the wilderness, deprived of the

company of friends or white men, with no

mails excejit once or twice a year, I have

spent many mournful seasons without

seeing any encouraging results of my
arduous labors.

liut Cod has been kind to me and has

granted me the grace to persevere, and


