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eternal existence is maintained oven by the opponents of

revelation,^ and, this bein<^ admitted, all else is plain.
" In the beginning God created the Heaven and the

earth." Here we have the origin, not of our globe only
but also of the material universe; and \\'e can grant the

geologists as many ages, or thousands of ages, as they
require before the beginning of the present order of Nature.
We have revealed to us unlimited force, controlled by
infinite intelligence. A\ e have the origin of species and
the descent of man, and the gift of reason, and the moral,

intellectual and spiritual condition of man clearly accounted
for. We have a definite response to the ({uestions which
the evolutionist, after all his research, cannot answer, for,

to quote Canon Liddon, " W^hether the creative activity of

God is manifested through citastrophes or in progressive

evolution it is still His cretn ve activity, and the great

questions beyond remain unt- d. The evolutionary
process must have had a beginuii.., W^ho began it ? It

must have had material to work with. W^ho furnished it ?

It is itself a law or system of laws, Who enacted them :"

At three points the Creative W^ill must have intervened,

otherwise than by evolution, to create mind, to create life,

to create matter." f
To whatever extent the theory of evolution may be

practically true, it absolutely requires the superintendence
and control of intelliu'ence. Believing in the existence and
controlling providence of God, we can understand the

adaptation of means to ends ; we admire the evidences of

design with reference to final causes throughout creation
;

but we cannot be deluded with the pretext that either
" luitural selection," or any other agency directed by blind

chance, acting even through millions of ages, could have
produced the several species of organi'>:ed living creatures

now upon the face of this globe with the perfect adapta-
tion of all their i)arts to their respective condition;;;, to say
nothing of the intellect, of the moral perceptions and the

*' W't; urt' iil)li4(Ml ti) i't'L,'aril t'vory iilicnuUR'Uoii as a uiaiiife.^tatioi) (if sdiuc Power
'ly whicli we art: atled ii|miii ; tliiiiij,'li ()iuiii|iie.seiiee is .iiitliii.kalile, yet a.s experience
(liseliiseh no l)oiiU(ls to tlie ditf.inion of [Mienoinena we aie unable to tliink of limits
to the i^resence of this Power, while the crilieisnis of Science teach us that this Power
is incouiprehensihle." - 7''<>s/ J^riiiriptis, p'J'.i.

" Tlie lonscionsuess of an insi'ruitalile Power manifested to us throuj,'li all phe-
nomena has heeu v'i'<)winy; ever clearer and must t!\entually lie freed from its imper-
fections, '['he t:ertainty on the (jne hand that such a I'ower exists, while on the other
hand it.-' nature transcends intuition and is beyond imagination, is the certainty
towards which intelli:j;ence has from the first been i)roj,'re»sint,',"

—

Ji>,,}), ^'l^.

1 Canon Liddon in St, Paul's ('jvthedral, April, 1S.S2.


