
CCS 8lioul(l bo nttondod with those casualitios, the occtUTonco of

which wo have so IVeiiuoiilly to hmiciit. Ilow sonu; of thoso have

happened J shall now i)rococd to narrate, and ondoavour to show

how host to avoid siniihir results. At lleaton o(dliery, near New-

castle upon Tyne, an inundation occurred on the '5rd day of May,

I8I0, by which 7o lives were lost. The workings had for some

time been approaching some older workings to the rise, which were

known to be full of water, but as there was no authentic plan a series

of drifts was driven in ailvance, and bore-holes made in front and

on each side out of them. Notwithstanding these jireeautions,

however, the removal of the coal near a i'uult rcMluced the thick-

ness to such an extent that it was unal^le to bear the pressure

of water against it, and the sad catastrophe was the conseciucnce.

1 give the preceding as in j)oint of time it might be thought to be

attributable to a want of that mining knowledge possessed in the

present day. Numerous instances of a more recent date might be

addu(.'ed to show that the occurrence of such casualties is less to be

attributed to a want of care and skill than to defective jJans.

An influx of water on the 15th of Deeeml)or, lHo4, caused the

death of eight persons at the Leeswood Main Colliery, near Mold,

iu North Wales. The water had accumidated in a gt)af, i. e., a

space from which all the coal has been removed—which had been

made only a short time before the accident. It was known to be

full of water, but the lower workings were thought to bo suflicicntly

protected by a portion of coal between two faults on the rise side

of the new workings. The plan of the colliery was supposed to

show all the workings, and had been made by a competent person,

but 07ie portion only had been plotted from actual survey, the remain-

der having been supplied from information given by a person who

had formerly charge of the mine. Relying on the supposed thick-

ness of coal between the workings and the goaf, no l^orings were

kept in advance, and a holing was unexpectedly made with the

unfortunate result I have stated.

On the Gth of April, 1859, the workings in the Neath Abbey

Company's Collieries, in South Wales, were suddenly inundated by

a rush of water from some old workings, it was known there

were such workings, but in the words of the manager " he did not

exactly know their position.'' Care was taken to keep drifts in

advance of the workings, and bore-holes in front and on each flank

of the drifts. Notwithstanding this, however, one of the holes


