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< metropolis of Michigan. In 1.S70 Rochester's population was 62,3.^'''
".

in

1S80 it was ^<),},6(.), an increase of a little over 43 per cent. In iS;c) lUil-

falo's population w.is 1 17, 714; in 18S0 it \va> 155.134, an incre.iseol a little

over 31 percent. In 1870 Detroit's {)opulation was 7(Jo77 : in iSSo it was

116,340. an increase of a little over 46 per cent. In 1871 Toronto's popu-

lation was 56,0^2; in 1881 it was 86.415, an increase of a littli- over 54 pei'

cent. So Toronto increased in jjopulation more rapidly than an\' of the

neighboring American cities durin^^ the last decade. Itst^rowth since 1881

h.is been even more extraordinar)'. ;\ niunicii)al census taken Uecembei

12, 1888, showed the popul.ition at that time to be 166,040. an increase of

over 92 per cent, in less than eij^ht \'ears. About a week after the taking

(if the census the suburb of I'arkdale, with about 6,000 inhabitants, was

.mnexcd, makin^f the population of the city about 172,000. Includinj^j

I'.irkdale, which is an outgrowth of the city since 1881. the per centajfe of

increase is about 99 per cent. It should be noted, however, that the cen-

sus (»f 1881 ilid not include the floating' population, while that of 1888 in-

cluded all who slept in the city the nij^ht before, but as there w.is nothing

^oing on in the city at the time to attract strangers, it is j^robable that the

floating population did not number more than 6,ooo, so that the actual

increase was about 92 percent. West i'oronto Junction. Carleton. Daven-

port, Chester, and I'.ast Toronto, are thriving suburbs which have grown

uj) around the city during the last five j'cars, and if they were inchuk-d

the i)opulati(jn of the cit\' would probably be over 180,000; but it would

n(jt be fair to include them in calculating the increase since 1881, for

suburban districts, which in 1S81 had about the same population as that

of these new suburbs at present, have been annexed since 1881. In 1881

Toronto's taxable property was assessetl at $56,286,039; in 1888 it was

assessed at $l 1 3.183.828, an increase of over lOl percent. Chicago, the

marvel of the United States, onl\' increased in population 68 per cent,

during the ten w-ars between 1870 anil 1880. lioston is nearer to Montreal

ttian any other large American cit\', and it is one of the most important

cities of the Republic. In 1870 Boston's population was 250,526; in 1880

it was 362,839, an increase of over 44 per cent. In 1871 Montreal's popu-

lation was 107,225; in 1S81 it was 140.747. an incri-ase of a little over 31

})cr cent. Since 1881 the increase in Montreal has been much more rapid

than ever before. In the year 1886 the assessors took a census which
showed the population to be i86,ooo, an increase of over 32 i)er cent, in

five years, but the assessors admitted at the time that they had not secured

full returns. The general opinion is that the population is now about

225,000. According to assessors' returns, which are usually below the


