
THE CANADA LUM13ERMAN

SVIEWS AND INTERVIEWS:

One wvho has thoroughly e.,ploited the New.
fouvdiand timber and been actively engagcd ini
it., manufacture is authori'y for flic statement
that the pinie and spruce of that country is
faulty and does tiot compare %% ith the timber of
C.,nada-clainis to the contrary notwillstand.
ing. His opinion would seetn tohecsubstantiat-
cd b>' the withdrawal frsrn that field of a large
Scotch firm whiclh had invested lt.avily in
lin-.its and intended carrying on operations on
-in extensive scale. Ilad their.short experience
been of Ia satisfactory character, they would
probably flot bave dkposed of the property leven
if the turnover represented a profit, wvhich ks
doubNful.

A gentleman wvell infoimed iii Plicjfic Coast
lumber niatters wvas asked if he did flot think
miu:h of the trouble wvith the shingle trade was
due to the fact that the shingle weavers %vere
cmployed by piece wvork r.lther than by the

onto last montlî. Mr. Port %vas on pleasuire
tient, although aiming at the saine time to pick
up sorte ideas regarding sa mligin Cani-
ada. The population of tîte Au%îtraliani Com-
monwealth is a,utt 4,000,000. that of WVest

Atistralia hieing 240,000. XVithin twvelve )year>s
the population of WVest Auistralia bas increaçed
200,000. Mr. Port lias for sonie years operat-
cd a large saw-mili in the vOciiîy of Perth.
The tituber of West Australia consists largely
of jarrali and Karri, both hardwoods of a very
toughi nature. The arca of Jarrah timber in
West Atistr..lia is about 8,0o0.ooo acres, and
that of ICarri 1,200,000 acres. The method of
logging differs frorn that of Canada, ;qi so far
that there are no strearrs by wvhich to float the
timber to the miliqç. liorses and raîlwavs
furnish the mens of transport. The wagon
used for hauling is a two-wheeled '«whini", the
%vieels heing 9 fcet int diameter. It is flot con-
sidered profitable to hauil the !igs by mens of
horses for a distance of more than one mile.
Beyond that distance railways are constructed
into the limits. Operations are conducted the
year round, there being no snowv, but in the

6,ooo load, of slceperý, for tlîe Ceylon Govern-
ment. Three steanmers carried the tinuber, the
freiglit rate bcing 30 shll:1ngs a1 lo--d 0I 50
cul)ic feet. INr. Port con-siders that Canada
could dIo a large t rade Nvith Austi alia iii doorIz

sahsand like goods, as, there q rio tinuber
there wvhich aaîsiers flic purpose of our pitie
and sprucc. The Oregot pille is w"ell spolcen
of and can be laid clown there at a loiver cost
than the native timiber. I r ii, used in buildings
for jo:sýts, etc.

HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS AT ST. JOHN, N.B.
The citv of St. jolin, N. B.. lias e\pcnded

over three-quarters of a million dollars on imi-
provements to ils harbor, and ks about to
undertake inîprovemients of a still more exten-
sive character. 'l'lie proposzed plan, shown 1w'
the accompanying illustration, was first con-
ceived hy Stip.-riinteiident james Osborne, of
the Canndian P«dcific Railwa«y, and submitted
by hinm to the Board of Trade and City Cotincil.
It provides bertlis for thirty additianal steamers.
The newv work wvill start at tîlie present C. P. R.
wharf on the harbor front, Sand Point, andI

c -P. R.
WE.ST 5S.JOHN.

E .1 z . A e0£

PT PI O 0

liLAN Pt

PL.AN SlnOWISy IRPRol.ssî 11AR1k'IS IMt'ROVEMENS AT ST. JOHN, N. B.

day, and replied: -The question you ask regard-
ing the method of paying for manufacturing andI
packing %hingles is a question which bias corne
up niany limes in association meetings on the
co.ast. That cannot bc responible for aIl the
trouble. Many of the milîs now pay ail their
shingle weavers by the day, but there seenms to
bc somneîhing so contrary in the nature of this
class of help that thcy will do a lot of men,
aggravating things which are of no benefit to
themnselves but a source of much loss and an-
noyance to their employers." Contintiing, hie
said : "Bv the way, did you evcr hear how
thiese shingle sawyers, pa'rticularly the paickers.
camne to bc callcd weavers ? In placing the
shingles in the racks ai goo.1 many of themn get
into the habit nf sutiîging their bodies back
and forth as îhey work. In fact it resembles
riothing %o Much as wc.rking nt R weaving
n.achiine."

Some information .oncerning lumber mat-
ters in WVest Australia wvas imparted by Mr. J.
C. Po.t, a lcading lumberman of Perth, the
capital of that colony, wvho raid a visit to Tor-

winler time the ground becomes boggy and
hauiling ik more expensive than in the summer.
The Karri tree grows to an average diameter
of about 6 feet andI the jarrah to 4 feet. Tîte
writer was shown a picture of a Karri trZC 245
fe. high andI 40 leet in circumiference. The
%vaste of timber is niuch grealer than in this
country, owing to the fact that the heart of the
tree is defcctive andI useless. Lumbermen
figure thar only 50 per cent. of the tin'be-r is
merchantable. Notwiîhslanding this loss, the
production pes acre mu,-t be very large,as1r
Port operated a large mill for five yeurs wvith-
out buildin!g a railway into lthe timber. The
haul, hiowaecr, wvas much longer than «,he
average and towards the last became very ex-
pensive. WVest Australia ks notv exportIng
large quanlities ot railway sîcepers and bridge
and jetty t:mber to, Souih Africa, the tr.îde %vith
that country having grcatly increased sitîce the
war. Paving wood is exported to Engl;ind.
The jarrah timber is very durable. It has
heeri knnwvn Io last for forty years in wharf
piling. One of the last ordlers executed by
Mr. Port berore leaving on his tour %vas sonie

run down the harbor to the Beacon Light,
giving the first five slips shown eleven addi-
tional steamer berîhs. These slips %vould be

670 feet 1oniZ hIV 250 feet %vide.

Then from the Beacon towards Fort Dufferin
would bc a fine of five Jouble piers, giving
accommodation for iS or 20 more steamers.
These slips would bl'e 120 feet long by 300 fet
wvide. The curved fines represent railway
tracks whicli would serve cach berth, andI in
the imnicnýc yard which they %votild traverse
there would he.roonil for more than 5o miles, of
tracks.

Extending from Fort Duffe:rin to Partridgc
Island along the fine of the prescrnt break-
%vater, wvould be an esplanade, perhaps i,000
feet %vide, with ro.tdwa.y and street car lines.
The fines marked Ilproposed boulevard " andI

Ibreakwater " showv onlv ti-e beg'inning of the
proposed esplanade ; il ivould extend to the
isiand, act as a breakwater, and alsoi, on the
shore side, give roomn for more steamrer berths.

It is expected that the Dominion Gnvern-
ment will bc induced ta grant fincaasst
ance towards the contenîplatcd irnprovemerits.

For the accompanying cut %vc are indebtcd
tu Hardware and 14%etal.

AUUcST, 19f)3


