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“§ DEATH OF MONSIGNOR ROONEY.

e e et mmm o n e

Tho melancholy duty develves upen
us to-day of chronieling the =zad demise
of & good man and a holy pricst,
Very Rev. Monsignor Fooney breathed
uis Iast a8 1 a.m. of the moming of
Thuraday last tho 27th Deceraber. ~ It
must ba a sabject of mach consclation
to all his surviving friends, and to his
woeping relatives, to know, that a fro.

ucnt and heartf{elt prayer of his while
hiving was answercd, viz.: that he
shonld be spared the peril of an an.
provided and unforeseen death. Every
ible provizion that holy church
gu in reserve for the comfort sud
happiness of dying peracns, waa aban.
dsntly vouchsafed bim in his last
motments,

Besides the devoted and disconsolate
niese who had been the prop snd
solace of his declining years, thero
were Sisters of Cbarity kaccling in
prayer at his bodside, and tf  priestaof
tke household, who impreesed with the
polemnity of death’s spproach, whisp-
ered to him words of hope, while suy.
gesting & final petition for mercy and

on. Tho last saving sacraments
were administered on tho evening pro-
vious by the hands of his Grace Arch-
bishop Walgh. All thasapplemecatary
pngrc for a happy roleaso preseribed
in the Roman Ritoal had boen reaitad,
and the plenary Indulgence applied,
ere the priest’s shriven soul lefs its
eartbly tenement for tke judoment
seat actompaniod with carnest plesd.
ing for mercy and lalen with ments
and good works.

Monsignor Rooney wag born in the
township of Cuily-hanns, in tho Dio-
eese of Armash, Ireland, in tho year
of grace 1825, Afer roceiving as
extensive and liberal an edocation as
the times and the circumstances of Lis
picus parents coanld afford, he was
taken in% partaerzhip by his father,
who did an cxtensive besiness in the
liner trade between Dolfast and Liver-
pool. Mr, Roonoy was well advanced
i yeaxs beforo his father's assured
sucoada i busingas alluwed him ¢o put
in realization & thooght which often
yursued him, and whickt ke was fully
rersuaded came from sn inspired
source. He abandoned 2 very Juers-
tirg position thas just offered iteel,
and after obtaining foll eonuzont from
parental authority, ho onendd corres-

.

pondence with Bichop I'e Charbonnel,
as a result of which he reached Tor-
onto, and entered St. Michael’s Col-
lepe in May, 1854,

While pursuing bis studies Mr.
Rooney was able to render important
services to the college authorities.
Ho was appointed Master of Studics,
snd was bronght Jaily into contact
with the pupils, of whom some were
diligcot and exemplary and some wero
refractory and self willed--but  over
all ho gained ascendancy and mild
conwrol by his gentlencss of char-
acter, by biz prudeptial management
and by his evenncss of temper.  After
Father Rooney’s ordipation and ap-
pointment to the pastorate of St.
Paul's parish, the qualities which
rendered bis services 1n St. Michael'’s
o valuable were cqually powerful n
suppreasing the agitations end misun-
deratandings which he found prevalent,
and in cetablishing on a gure founda-
tion a reign of peace and general
satisfaction where an impradent word
or act might.bave rnl ed a storm.

Father Rooney on taking possession
of hig first parish found ths frame
strudtures that answered for school
accommodation in a very neglected
aud shabby satate, no place to reside in
but & small room in the Homso of
Providence, itself lacking fands and
almost tae neceszarles of life.  Soon,
however, now energy was infusod into
the whole congregation, end hberal
subscriptiongeamo ponringin forample
equpment for the schools and for the
exrection of a grand parochial residence
wbich was completod and paid for in
a ghort time, and which, although not
considered a perfoction of architectare
in our days of advancemont, was looked
upsn away back in the fifties as quite
a model hore for a parish priest, and
1t stands to-day for colidity and finich
a moaument of the energy and snb
stantial work thad characterised all
Father Rooney’s subscquent under-
takings.

With all his unremitting and severe
parochial dutics which were most con-
scientiously attended to, the good
pagter never for a moraent wag oblivi-
ous of tho calls of Charity. Tha
orphans and destituts old agagheliered
m the Beuse of Frovideace wero the
conatant object of his paternal solicd

tode. Ho went pereonally from

house to house and interesadd not ouly
the wholv parish but this whoele ity
in tho saored cause of benevolence and
anxicty for the well bung of those com.
mitted to his charge. Tho helpless
derelhiots who wern cuthered in daily
and the zealous indefatizablo pistors of
ist. Joscph who spared neither time
nor rest i making the House of Provi

denco a plentiful und huppy bome for
all ity inmatco.

It was amid tears and sad revects of
both orphans and sisterz that Father
Rooney left St. Paul's 1) take chacge
of the miors extensive aud important
pavish of St. Mary's on Bathurat St,
"Tho late lamented Archbi-hop Lynch
took into consuleratinn the wver in.
creaging demands on hig rolicitude of
the western  portions of the eity’s
tducational and spiritual interestz. No
pricst m the Dioce-v wus found more
capablo of attending to the new charge
upon Lis Episcopal sdministration.

He created Father Rosney Viear.
General of tho Dioccese, and asuigoed
to his chief pastoral care St. Mary's
parish, and all ¢ ¢ outlying divtricts
vorth and west. In a short time by
the new Viear-General's industry and
foresight the church at Brockton wos
erceted, and vatuable sitvs purchased
at comparatively hittls cost considering
the enormous sums that would be
necessary to secure such advantazes a
few years later on, when the price
asked for real estate io that «uarter of
the aity arose to almost fabul.us sums
After the schools in St. Mary's Parish
weraextensively enlargedandequipnid,
and school accommodstion found on
Peter street for severa! hundreds of
children, and a magnificent convent
crected, the grand new church which
is an omament to that portion of
Toronto was built and decorated with
all the adjuncts of modern art and
fimsh. This beautiful ohurch edifice
was tho pri. e and crowning of Father
Rooney’s lifs and labors. In testimony
of his priestly virtues and sonccessful
career a3 & most z~nlous aud devoted
father to the flocks committed to his
pastoral care, and as a rowend of his
constant fidelity and brave loyalty to
every episcopal mandate or suggestion
—ho was promoled by Archbishop
Walsh to the dignity of Domestic Pre-
late of bis Holiness with the title of
Monsignor, and iavestiture of the
purple toga.

Daring the long tims of Father
Roonev's {raitful adminstration, s
period of 87 years, he added to his
many works a constant supervision of
the Separate Schools of the eity.
Many a 4ard battle he fougbt and won
in procuring their augmentation and
successful results,  Father Roouney
was for many yaars chairman of the
Catholie Separate School isard. He
may well be called the Father if not
the actual preserver of Cathalioc Scp-
arate Schools of this city and of the
Province.

With haunds foll of meritorious work
done for God and hiz fellow men,
and laden with all the honours tho
charch bestows on her most desory-
ing and faithful toilers in the field of
labour, Monsignor Rooney is gone
to his rich reward leaving a memory
that will be loug cherished in the
hearts of Torcnto's grateful citizens,
and 2n example that may bo followad
by all pastors of eonls with ever-
inoreasing advantage and profit to
thomselvea, Dinvxos.

The funeral twok place from St.
Mury's Church on  the anming of
Saturday Dee. 84th, His tirues Arch.
bishop Walsh conducted the reeitution
of the oftice. Ruyuivm Iigh Mus:
was sung by Hic Lord<wip Bishop
Dowling of Hawmilton.  Rev. \W. ¥lan-
nery, L1, acted ag deacon, Jiev. I,
Conway as sub-deacen, and Very Rev,
V. P. Marijon, master of cvremonies,

Present tn tho <anctuary were Most
Rov. JJohin Walsh, Arehbishop of T
ronto; Most Rev. Jams Vineent
Cleary, Arobbishiop of Kingston ; Righit
Rev. Thos, T, Dowling, Bishop of
Hamilton ; Rirht Rev. Richard O Con.
nor, Bishop of Peterborough; Right
Rov. Denni: O'Connor, Bishup of Lon.
den; Mgr. Heenan, Dundas; Mar.
McEvay, Hauilton ; I, £5. R, Kiiroy,
Stratford; Dr. W. Flaunery, BSt.
Thomas; Dean [Huarria and Father
Allaine, St. Cutharines; Pean Eoan,
Barrie ; Vicar General MceCann, Revs,
W. Bergin, J. L. Hand, Jas Walsh,
P. Coyle, 1. M. Cruise, 1, Lynett, I,
Rvan, 1. P. Tresoy, I". C. Carberry,
J. Muehan, F' Roudwler, J. Reddan,
P. Lumavehe. Torento : Fathers Muri.
jon, Brennan, Mulcaby, Frachon, Mur-
ray, and Mr. Finegan, of the Courmun-
ity of St. Basil, Toronto; Fathers
Wynne and Grogan of the Redemptor-
ist Order, Toronto ; Kileulten, Adjala ;
Conway, Norwood ; Laboureau, Pen.
taguishenu ; Sullivan, Thorold 1 Jett
cotd, Oshiawa: Morris, Newmark.t;
Moyna, Stayner; MePkillips, Orange-
ville ;:  McEntee, Port Qolborne ;
Trayling. Dixie ; Dufly, Orillia; O'Maul-
loy, Niagara Falls ; Gibuey, Alliston ;
Cantillen, Broek; MeMahon, Thorn-
hill ; Kiernan, Collinawood ; Wilson,
Whitney, Caldwell; Bretherton, Dosw-
neyvillo ; Gearin, Phelpstown.

The church was filled to its utmost
capacity. The Christian Drothers,
the Sisters of St. Joseph and the
Ledies of Loretto occapied seats in
tho front of the church, Among
others noticed were Messrs, Edward
Murpby, W. Ryvan, Eugene O'Keefe,
Patrick Hughes, B. B. Hughes, D. A,
Carev, James Pape, James Gormally,
H. Kellv, M. Walsh, M. O Connor,
Thos. Flynn, John Cofley, Hon. T.
W. Anglin, Patrick Boyle, P. O'Con-
nor, F. P. Lee, M. Stock, E. F.
Clarke. H. H. Cook, E. King Dolds,

TL P. Kribs, R. Riddell.

After Mass His Graca Archb's:op
Walsh advanced to the sanctuary rail
and delivered an impressive addr 23
on the character and life of the late
Monsignor Rooney, who bad been an
intimate friend of His Graco for
thirty-seven years. His Grace said:

The sad event which bas assembled
us together to day. dearest brethren.
though longy expected, has filled with
grief the hearts of the faithful parish-
ioners. For well nigh twenty-four
years Monsignor Rocney has minister-
ed to the spiritual wantsof the peonle of
thig parish with priestly zeal and fidel-
ity. For twenty.four years he has
preached to yon the Word of GGed, has
told of the goodness and the justice
and the meroy of God. And now that
he lies here in the coftin within the
sanciuary he preaches hiz last sermon,
 He being dead, yct speaketh.” He
hiere preaches his last sermon on the
certainty of death, on the bravity and
uncertainty of life and on tho duty of
preparing for that greater lifo which
1s beyond the grave.

* Remember man, thouart but dust,

and unto dust thou shalt return,” was



