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it impossible ta procure a fair article Of

wine, lience the reputation for uIsing

nothing but manufactured articles given

ta the people aof Lowrer Canada. Wl/ knowv,
however, that matters aie no botter in, the

Province ofOn tario, and, asa conscquelce,

the people have discontinued their use

aitogether, preferring very rcasonably

their own hone-matde productions. The

only remedy for titis is a specifie dulity at

se muih pet galon fo- a certain strength,

such as that establislted in the lnited

States. Good French wlites canot bo Ial

at the lower tariff rate. Wh/bat is iiported
at this rate is not ptur-e wine ; and no
stronger argument cousld be put into the

motithts of total abstinence orators thian

the use by the people of these deleterious

compounds. It is ntot ta be woniered

that there are il our miidst persons carry-

ing on the business of providing retailers

with the iecessary ingredients for mana-

facturing fron high-wines by iieans of

certain chenicais a close imitation of these

cheap and nasty importations. G ernany
abouinds with il doctor'ingý " establishments

of this kind, and lier sons in tiis coiitry
scem ta be no less wise in their gencration

than their eliers in Europe. It is a

matter for surprise that the remedy for
this state of things lias not been more

thoroughly insisted upon by our respect-

able importers.

IOLIDAY HINTS.

There is a trait in our 'humanity not

generailly recognized, but not the less

real, tiat if a person wisies ta sectre
the regard of anybody, get him te make

a valuable present and we suppose this is

the reason. why our greatest writer said

that tnercy iras twice blessed. Another

writer says, there is a faint tinge of self-
ishness about nearly al Christmas pre-

sents between gi-own people ; nearly,

but not quite ail. There is at least ane
present wiich a lusband can give to a

ivife, te which no such cavil can apply.
We refer ta a life insurance policy. Only
in a state of society -where womian is Iigi-
ly lionored and esteened could life insur-
ance in its best forim be possible. It is the
ripe outgrowth of-a humane and Clristian
age. Tie inain, pledging his earnings to
build up a snall competence for his
family-a fotune whieli lie can never

share or enjoy-exercises a self-denial

thtat may in soine respects rank with the

virtues of religion. The millions upon
millions of dollars thus invested represent

no wealth but that of affection. All other
foi-ms in whicls riches accumulate tell of

some kinid of seilisliiess.
Titis chtaracteristie of tie trust funds

which life insurance cotipanies hold,

iakies the care of them a grave dluty. 0ur

laws have thrawn atr.ountd thmn a greater
number of safeguartds thans tire applied ta
ahlnost any ller kind of property ; funids
held by trustees for minor children are
almolg the few instances of similar pre-
caution, and it is only in rare cases that
iwe iar of' its abuse. hlie classes of in-
vestmnents in wbich insurance funds inay
be placed under oui laws are exceedingly
limited, and as secure as any that human
foresiglt can select. The principles upion
which the business of insurinig lives is
bised are as trustworthy as a deionstra-
tion in Eclid. Tiere is less retal difference
tian is currenttly supposed in the ways of
doing business aînon1g the leading in-
surance campanies cf this country, and
tIe genseral tendency is ta do away with
this variation. It las frequently happenci
tiat comipanies tiat have tried peculiar
plans of doing business, after a few' years
of experieice, fall into tise beaten track.
Tie rates charged by thtese concernîs, whenl
ail the circuistances of payment and
dividend are considered, difler only in
siall fractions. ]In short, being inîstired
is vastly iore inportant than the Mode
of insurance, and among the promiient
comipanies tiere is little danger of an
applicatil's going astray.

Tiese concerns are non very busy in
niaking up their accounts for the past
year. 'le volume of ail business is
shrunken, theirs among the rest. But
ai the whole it las not becn a bad year
for them. Thero las been a falling off
in the mare speculative portion Of the
business in obtaining large policies and
t endowinent " risks; but the uumber of
siall oies is notable, and indicates that
canvassers have been pushing their labors
anong tise people of slender mscans who
neci insurance nost. Economy has been

the rule, ancd We hear io instances of the

extravagance of former years. The show-

ing of the aimuial stateiients in this re-
spect, it is believei, will be very marked.
Wilile ii ainost every other branch of
business tiere haro beenu defalcations,
lasses, suspeinsions, bankr'uptcy, amnong
tise life insurance companies there lias

been no proinitent failure silice the

stringency began. One reason for this,
doubtless, is tiat a weceding-out process

took place among them shortly before,
aad the weak-er oies had mostly gone out
of business. Ent tie chief reason why
life insurance companies have not been
nunbered aniong the sufferers of the last
twro years, is that. their funds have been
safely invested and thecir mtianagement
has been prudent and eflicient. It lias
been shown that they ought te be safer
in troubled times than other moneyed

corporations and it is a cause for satisfac-
tion ta find that they are.

We promise our readers a review of the
conditions of the more prominent life
companies, in the course of the coming
months, and to give a few valid reasons
w3hy sane are not sa desirable as others.

THE LOCAL AGENT.

We extract lie following suggestive and
racy sketch froin a pier read before the Asso-
ciation of tlie North-West ait ils recent sitting
it Ohicago, by W. i Cornell, Western nianager
fer tle Northi Britisi and Mercantile Inisurance
Comtpany, regrettiig that the spae- at our
disposal will not aillow us to give it in extins

iWe onice asked a new-boy ihai was in lis
papers, and lie aswered, "Plenty of comna
isws, bat nothin ' good to hiler. I is o ble
feared titit tlie repor of your "I n Ooineiiii
Local Agenlts" il i tint coitain Imuch lore
ttit Ite htile news gaiiniit's piliers. ]ii deiing
witil otr subject Ie miust beg, for titis occasion,
a relaxation of the rules of ti National Buard
as to the ianetir Wv shall I 'write " thitereoin.
We shtail liken tlie coiptaniies to the boiler, the
National .Board ta the enîgine, and tIte local
agent to It macliiiiery; for the boiler furnisies
tlie powe, the eongine conveys it, and the
naineCltriy ises or alppîlies it. The rules coimiel
us te " wri te specific " po lite inciiicry, and
allow us t u wilte blatiket'" lponai eigine and
boiler. We ask pîemissioi te I write bitlnkt'"
upton the boiler and imachitinery, thtey are se
intimately related wiiit and de1 tepident upon
eci etlier by tue reashn of tue " connections
betnveen lite samtîe. What we live tea - write
uion tLe engine will be I specilic." 'fliTt thte" boiler" be well and substintially set up, and
not exposed te tue woodworl of tinsutnd
practices; that the engine bu in clarge of a
coiniteteit engitneer iiih mi otier dtties te
perflormn but te see t[at it is rin Dy lthe boiler,
anîd contveyspropier/.al the piower given te it:
of the purposes for wahic it wvas tlaced betwreen
thte boiler and machinery it is not our perttit or
dity to Sptealk, otr mttission is te attend ta the
naciiincry, tiat it run truc, tit its fouidittions
be not sagged, tiat it riun not too fast for safety,
and lt iall its bearings be Ielt cool. Wliere
ta attack our stbject we are left io choice.
'ite boiler and engine are onihand here to-day
by alie representatives te defend theimsielves in
case o iiijiistice.beintg done tlient at anty one's

ands. 'lite tuaciinery, we0 regret te say, is not
and couild not be,. ts ticy are a numiîiierois body,
and, besides, titis does not sceau te be any of their
funeral, thougih tley tre called unton tu furnisit
tue corpse. We had mluci rateitr pratise ien
beiiid tieir back îand censtre tleni it their
face. We promîtise ta censure not unkitidly or
unjistly. What occenisure ws iay have, should
it come te t local gits' attentin, wve trust
will be kindly received, and not be itouglit
iijust er excessive lectuîse it coies ait once

and ilI togellier. iaid wve tIis report te tmake
in their Irescîice, wes tmiglht prefer tue " instil-
nient plan " as casier and safer. We migit
question tlie prpriety of dealing witht .tIe"n
txeIt when tley ca be attacked in front, but
as no eloice is left us, we itîst attack tiein la
the renr. How to attack our subject is next in
order. Wi never pîreacied or goi a call to such
a pîerlfornîîîîîce before, and must draw upon our
I hrd-siell " friends fer a lay-it ai aur subject.

Tue text beiig given, we divide lie subject-
imatter tit inîto fotr lcads, thus : Fi rstly.
Waliat is i local agent? Secondly. Wiere did
he coae from,? Tirily. Wlat is le here for?
Fourtily. Wi'hii-re wvill lbe go ta?

Wliat is a local agent? We rusied to our
Unabridged 'you dot'.t find hai in inytiting

that's aîbridged) and: found that Webster ex-
isted prior te t icir day, or had nothiîig to iisure,
and se never founîîd it out, in either of wlhich
events we gather the main secret of lis lengtli
ofi days, and peacefulness of uind. We found


