
BURKE AND RARE IN LITERATURE

eorpse. Sir William Hamiliton, of the
éiair of Metaphysies; George Coombe,

the. plirenologiat; Mr. Liston, the sur-
gon, and Mr. Josephi, the seuiptor,
wero among the spectators. The
akeleton iras prepared as an osteolog-
ical specimen, as had been directed in
thie sentence, and exista to thia day in
the. museum of the Department of
Anatomy in the University of Edin-
burgb. Here, too, is a piece of Burke's
akin, tannied to leather. It uaed to,
b. said in medical circles in Edin-
biirgh that one or two tobacco pouches
or poeket books had been made out of
the. murderer's skin; they irere des-
.ribed as «soft as glove leather".

It iras not merely that Buirke and
Raro murdered people; they were de-
liberate, systematic, ingenious and, one
may say scientific murderers. This
is the aspect that appealed, to DeQuin-
cey whlen lie mientions them ini hs
-Murder as one of the Fie Arts".
They employed the simple method of
aphyxiation following 0on alcoholie

intoxication-putting their liands
over the moutli and nose of the vie-
tim-a method suggested by Rare as
one leaving no external aigus of -vio-
lence and one at that tume unknown
to medical jurista. The miscreants re-
oeived for each eorpse sunis yarylug
from £7 to £14, whieh, to idie and llit-
erate men iu their position, irere very
large surns iudeed. lu the. space of
les than eleven months they diRpatch-
.d at lest sixteen persons-male and
tomai., old and young, hideous and
comely, 1: mattered not; tiiey wer
tracked down, deeoyed, poisoned,
miffoeated, and sold to ho disseeted.
It mas said that one of the demon-
strators, Dr. Ferguson, and some of
the students reognized tire of the
bpodies as those of persous not only
very reeeutly lu good healti but alive
anid walking on the Ediurgh streeta,
wiely «Daft Jimmie" or James Wil-
gon, an idiot youth, and Mary Patter-
son, a prostitute, wiose body mas 80
well 4eveloped that Knex did nul
permit it to b. dissected, -but had it

preserved in alcohol to, demonstrate
certain points i myology. Lt ia on
record that lie brouglit in an artiat to
view the corpse.

The st victin was an old wmian
called Dolierty, whu was muirdered
on the niglit of Friday, Octoher 31st,
1828, lu Burke's rooma, and whuse
body David Paterson, Knuox's porter,
was brouglit to see on the Saturday
inurning as ih lay hi the strair at one
side of the bed. Later i the day the
corpse mas delivered at Knox's, Sur-
geon's Square. Lodgers in the neigi!-
bouring rooms, who had seen the old
woman alive on Hallowe'en, seareched
Burke's rooni early tlie niext morning
and found the body as described; but
whÎle they went ont to feteli the po-
lice it had diaappeared and Burke and
Rare liad set off for Newiugton, wbere
Knox lived in order ho be paid for
"the subjeet'", as ith lappenied, their
last.

Burke and Rare were at uo tiue
body-anatchers, aithougli to allay sus-
icion they encouraged a belief ho

that effect alnong iquisifivo neigi..
bourS lu tlie West Port. They dis-
covered, that witi muci less risk and
fatigue they could comnmaud prices
quite as high as those paid ho the
rifiers of graves or "resurrectioniste',
as they more always ealled. R. L.
Stevenson has perpetuahed this inac-
curaey iln the ciapter on Greyfriara
lu is "Edinbiurgi ?icturesque
Notes".

Phrenology mas ail the rage miiex
l3urke's bralu 'mas dissected, and the.professors of that pseudo-scence lest
no time lu examiniug this uotorious
person in the ligit of their groat delu-
Sion. The phrenological report given
in the "Weslt Port Mur<jers,, (Edli-
burgi 1829, .&nouymous> oceupies
eloven pages and lueludes copions

measremntsof Burkes head and a
description of the cash that was made
of it.

Tie report bristles with ail the. flag-
rant orrurs aud cnuraennes
of the phrenologists ini tir hydmy.


