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ary expedition made beyond the Blue Hills. Un
happily, superstitious and ill-disposed Hurons had 
preceded them and had sown distrust in the minds 
of the Petuns. When the two Jesuits arrived they 
were received as dangerous sorcerers and treated 
as such. The savages refused to listen to them 
and finally drove them from their country.

In September, 1641, a native ceremony, known 
as the "feast of the dead," brought together various 
nations bordering on Huronia. Among the delegates 
were a number of Sauteux, a tribe dwelling along 
the river which links the great lakes Huron and 
Superior. No Blackrobes had as yet gone so far

west, and a pressing invitation to 
them to make the journey was gladly 
accepted. Father Jogues, accompan-
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ied by Father Charles Raymbault, set out in a bark 
canoe; after seventeen days’ paddling they reached 
the village situated on or near the present site of 
Sault Ste Marie, Ont. The two missionaries were 
given a generous welcome by those pagans, and 
they would gladly have remained with them had not 
their services been needed nearer home. Other 
members of their Order took up the work of evangel
ization among this branch of the Algonquins in after 
years, but history records the fact that Jogues and 
Raymbault were the first whitemen who set eyes 
on Lake Superior; or, as the historian Bancroft puts 
it, “Thus did the religious zeal of the French bear 
the cross to the banks of the St. Mary and the con
fines of Lake Superior, and look wistfully towards 
the homes of the Sioux in the valley of the Missis-


