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Mr. SAM HUGHES. Were there any 
big headlines in the newspapers about 
these ?

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. Not yet ; 
there may be to-morrow. Now, what a 
terrible thing for my hon. friend (Mr. Fos
ter) to have armed the volunteers with silch 
a rifle as that. I am not going to trouble 
the House by following the long weary 
reading which the hon. member (Mr. Wor
thington) made of certain reports which 
he wanted to place on 'Hansard/ but I 
have here a statement giving the whole 
thing boiled down. What it took the hon. 
gentleman two hours of our valuable time 
to read is here. It shows the number of 
damaged rifles, ranged under the headings 
4 Serviceable, Repairable* and 'Unservice
able.' And in this whole list there is not 
one rifle that is not put down as 'service
able.' Of all the list that the hon. gentle
man read, every one is mentioned here by 
my officials who take the responsibility for 
this, as being ‘serviceable* and 'repairable* 
and not one 'unserviceable.' It happens— 
and a irr>*at deal wras made of that—that 
ther • is a i et urn of a large number damaged 
at Halifax, no fewer than 257. There are 
also ;$G in Militia District No. 8 ami a8 at 
Q lebec. These are the only large uuniben 
except at Halifax. The rifles wen issued 
to all the districts throughout Canada and 
subjected to the same tests. I cannot ac
count for it. I shall make further investi
gation. Whether it is due to the fact that 
there are in Halifax a lot of old English 
soldiers v.he had been accustomed to using 
the Lee-Enfield and who were not properly 
trained *u the use of the Ross rifle, or whe
ther tlitre were officers who were preju
diced i gairst the Ross rifle and in favor 
cf the other, I am not prepared to say. But 
T intend to find out. I shall make it my 
business to find out. It is certainly a re
markable thing that nearly all these com
plaints cone from Halifax. And yet tlmre 
is not one unserviceable rifle, not one rifle 
that could not be repaired and put in proper 
shape by any armourer. Here is what ap
pears in the end of the statement :

“On receipt of these reports the inspect
or of small arms sends for such rifles or 
parts of rifles as cannot be repaired locally, 
or else forwards such spare parts as are 
necessary to enable the repairs to be made 
locally.

The general nature of the damage to 
these rifles is such that all are easily re
parable.’’

In that connection I wish to repeat what 
I said in the earlier part of my remarks. 
And 1 will read this so that there may be 
no doubt about* as to Mark 1.

“Although the details are not complete, 
there is every reason to believe that the 
complaints made against the Mark 1 rifle 
can be met and the arm put to very good 
use. For this purpose they have been recal

led into stores and replaced by a later issue 
of March 11, and when the proper time 
arrives the necessary changes can be madn 
keeqlng the Mark I rifle as it is at present, 
and only remedying the complaint incor
rectly described as blow back of the 
bolt. The very trifling expense of putting 
in a cross pin will do all that is required.'

As Mark II.
“The majority of complaints have been 

made about the earlier issues of Mark II.”
That is the Halifax issue.
“And can be overcome in many cases if 

not all------"
These are the words of the inspector en

dorsed by the Master General of Ordnance, 
and I am sure every one of them can be 
made right.
“—merely by the Issue of spare parts to be 
fitted by a competent local armourer.”

And this is the sum in toto of the indict
ment made by the hon. gentleman this 
afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, I insisted upon the Ross 
rifle being sent out to the troops all over 
the country, ana In this respect the Ross 
rifle has been treated unfairly and different
ly from the Lee-Enfield. The Lee-Enfleld 
was brought here about the time I assumed 
my present position and I wonUerc*d then 
what It was intended to do with it. When 
I asked : Where is the Lee-Enfleld, rifle I 
was told : Oh, it was packed away care 
fully apparently in cotton wool, you could 
not. get it out, they would not issue it and 
it was years and years before that rifle 
was issued except in camps of Instruction 
to allow the militiamen to see it and fire a 
few shots. That is the way the Lee-Enfleld 
wras treated. But the Ross was unfairly 
treated, and I am responsible to some ex
tent because owing to the unjust critic
ism that was being made and the prejudice 
that was being created all over the coun
try in order to Injure the rifle, I thought it 
desirable that it should be issued, and it 
was issued before it should have been. 1 
wish to Bay now and at once that at the 
camps this year I Intend that the Ross 
rifle and the Ross rifle alone shall do all 
the target practice. The Lee-Enfleld will 
not be used in this year’s camps and we 
will have a still better test than we have 
had of the qualities of the Ross rifle. We 
are not afraid to use the Ross rifle. The 
Ross rifle is not dangerous, and the state
ment that it Is dangerous is a diabolical in
vention intended to injure the rifle, Intend
ed ;<> injure the factory, intended to alarm 
the militia of Canada. A more outrageous 
campaign was never undertaken in Can
ada and such a campaign was never 
thought of in either England or the United 
States. You could not find a man in Eng
land or the United States who would abuse 
his position In the army of either of those 
countries and in the parliament of either


