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upon which the Government intended to Hct asidti the lirst )j(l,OnO,()0(» for the

purpose of he^inniii;jf operatictns, the work was fur the time heini,' postpimcd.

Ancordin;^ to further estimates aftewards prepared, the cost of the Sliip ('anal

mi^'ht have been as hij,'h as $9,00(»,()()(), or even $10,(MI0,(»(»0.

The postponement of operations continued until ISSO, when Mr. K<!t(!lMim,

a Canadian civil engineer, placed hefore the Government proposals for a Shi|)

Uailway instead of a ('anal, as heiiijj; a cheaper and hotter method of supplying

the necessary transportation rcfpiirements across the Isthmus.

Mr. Ketchum's proposals for a Shi|> liailway were referred hy the (iovern-

ment to tiu; Ch'wf Knj^ineer of the Department, Mr. (Jollinj;\V(»od Sclirieher,

CM. (t., who, after an examination of the proposal, made; a report on 4th Fel*

ruary, IS82, in which he said, referring to the report of the Itoyal (vommission :

" After n most oxImuHtivo en<niiry thoy reported (vide pa^e 50, letter of Ciiniil Coni-
" niisKion) that inseparubly coiinecited witli tlie f^rovvtli of tlie Iiitereolonial trade is the coii-
" Mtruetion of the I <aie Verte Canal across the iHthinus conneetinj; tiie Provinces of Nova
" Scotia and New Drunswick, The advantages tliat ninst accrue, not merely ti) tlie Doinin-
" ion as a whole, lint to the commerce of the Maritime Provinces, are so clearly pointed ont
" by the Boards of Trade of all the leading cities of Canada and hy men interested in oni
•' (Commercial interests, not simply the merchants of St. Johnand other places in the locality
" of the proposed canal, hut merchants of Hamilton, Toronto, <)ttaw;i, Montreal and (^ueJiec
" that it is niipertliious for the Commissioners to do more than point briefly to a few salient
" features of the scheme :

—

" On page .'51 the ('ommiHai(mers state the distance froiii Shediat^ to St. .lohn by the
" present route via the (hit of Canso to be (MM) miles. This distance would be reduced by the
"construction of the Bale Verte Canal to about lt)i) miles and freights woulil be in their
" course diminished by W per cent., greatly benetitting the coal trade and fisheries and in-
" creasing the volume of general business.

* * * x- * •» » * *

" It is Canadian in design an<l must prove national in its results.

* * * * * * * * *

" The Commission after a most exhaustive eniiuiry, appear to have concluded that tht,
" passage of ships through the bthmusof (Jhignecto, without breaking bulk in their cargoes,
" IS a matter of very great importance. This object Mr. Ketchum )»ropo8es to accomplish Ity
" a subsidy of !(!tr>(),0()() a year for 2't years, which, capitalized, is eipial to the sum of sfcJ.IU;},-

Mr. Collingwood Sclirieher also recommended that if the government tis-

sisted the undertaking, it slundd he l»y an annual payment commencing with the

opening of the Shij) Railway for traffic and continuing so long as the railway is

efficiently maintained and operated, not exceedijig the s|)ecitled term, and these

recommendations were afterwards embodied in the (company's Act.

The foreiroing shows that the Iloyal Commissi.m expressly appointed to

encjuirc into the subject found that a channel for the accommodation of the com-

merce of the Maritime Provinces across the Isthmus of Chignecto wa a pressing

necessity, and their conclusions were fortiKed and sustained by the opini(jns of

independent public men and were consocpiently adopted by the different govern-

ments, both Liberal and Conservative, of that period.


