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prcflion which that aftIon had left upon their minds was of tlic

higheft advantage to the regiment ; officers and foldiers became

known to each other ; they had been engaged in a more ferious man-

ner, and with greater difadvantages than they were Hkely again to

meet with in the common chance of war j and having extricated

themfdves moft gallantly from fuch a fituation, they felt themfelves

invincible. This fpirit vibrated among them at the time Major

Simcoe joined them ; and it was obvious, that he had nothing to do

but to cherifli and prcferve it. Sir William Howe, in confequence

of their behaviour at Brandywine, had promifed that all promotions

fliould go in the regiment, and accordingly they now took place.

The Qiiecn's Rangers had been originally raifed in Connecticut,

and the vicinity of New-York, by Colonel Rogers, for the duties

which their name implies, and which were detailed in his commifTion j

at one period they muftered above four hundred men, all Americans,

and all Loyalifts. Hardfliips and neglcdl had much reduced their

numbers, when the command of them was giyen to Colonel French,

and afterwards to Major Wcymefs, to whom Major Simcoe fucceeded

;

their officers alfo had undergone a materlnl change j many gentlemen

of the fouthern colonies who had joined Lord Dunmore, and diftln-

guifhed themfelves under his orders, were appointed to fuperfcde

thofe who were not thought competent to the commiffions they had

hitherto borne j to thefe were added fome volunteers from the army,

the whole confifting of young men, adlive, full of love of the fervice,

emulous to diftinguifli themfelves in it, and looking forward to obtain,

througli their adtions, the honor of being enrolled with the Britifli

army.

The Provincial corps, now fonning, were raifed on the fuppofed

influence which their officers had among their loyal countrymen,

and were underftood to be native American Loyalifts ; added to an

equal chance among thcfe, a greater refourcc was opened to the

Queen's Rangers, in the exchifive privilege of enlifting old country-

men


