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our countrjrmen. From the traders among them, they receive their supplies

in the greatest abundance, and upon very equitable terms; and when it is

remembered that a very considerable amount of property is yearly distributed

among them by the government, as presents, it will readily be perceived

that ti* ny re greatly dependent upon us for their most valued resources. If,

superauu^a to this inducement, a frequent display of military power be made
in their territories, there can be little doubt that the desired security and peace

will be speedily afforded to our own people. But the idea of establishing a

permanent amity and concord amongst the various east and west tribes them-

selves, seems to me, if not wholly impracticable, at least infinitely more difiicult

than many excellent philanthropists have hoped and believed. Those nations

which have so lately emigrated from the midst of our settlements to live upon

our western borders, and have made some progress in agriculture and the

arts of civilization, have, in the property they have acquired, and the protec-

tion and aid extended to them, too many advantages to be induced readily to

take up arms against us, particularly if they can be brought to the full convic-

tion that their new homes will be permanent and undisturbed ; and there is

every reason and motive, in policy as well as humanity, for our ameliorating

their conditio by every means in our power. But the case is far difTerem with

regard to the Osages, the Kanzas, the Pawnees, and other roving hoides

beyond the frontiers of the settlements. Wild and restless in their character

and habits, they are by no means so susceptible of control or civilization ; and

they are urged by strong, and, to them, irresistible causes in their situation and

necessities, to the daily perpetration of violence and finud. Their permanent

subsistence, for example, is derived from the bufialo hunting grounds, which

lie a great distance from their towns. Twice a year they are obliged to make
long and dangerous expeditions, to procure the necessary provisions for them-

selves and their families. For this purpose horses are absolutely requisite, for

their own comfort and safety, as well as for the transportation of their food,

and their little stock of valuables ; and without them they would be reduced,

during a great portion of the year, to a state of abject misery and privation.

They have no brood mares, nor any trade sufiiciently valuable to supply their

yearly losses, and endeavor to keep up their stock by stealing horses from

the other tribes to the west and southwest. Our own people, and the tribes

immediately upon our borders, may indeed be protected from their depreda-

tions ; and the Kanzas, OsagA, Pawnees, and others, may be induced to

remain at peace among themselves, so long as they are permitted to pursue

the old custom of levjdng upon the Camanches and other remote nations

for their complement of steeds for the warriors, and pack-horses for their trans-

portations to and from the hunting groimd. But the instant they are forced

to maintain a peaceful and inofifenmve demeanor towards the tribes along

the Mexican border, and find that every violation of their rights is followed

by the avenging arm of our government, the result must be, that, reduced to a


