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beautiful garden and orchard round the w cells, so

that from any part of the city perfectly fresh air

and grass and sight of far horizon might be reach-

able in a few minutes' walk. This the final aim;

but in immediate action every minor and possible

good to be instantly done, when and as we can;

roofs mended that have holes in them, ^'"nces

patched that have gaps in them, walls bu tressed

that totter, and floors propped that shake; clean-

liness and order enforced with our own hands and

eyes, till we are breathless, every day. And all

the fine arts will healthily follow. I myself have

washed a flight of stone stairs all down with bucket

and broom, in a Savoy inn, where they hadn't

washed their stairs since they first went up them;

and I never made a better sketch than that after-

noon.

139. These, then, are the three first needs of

civilized life ; and the law for every Christian man
and woman is, that they shall be in direct service

toward one of these three needs as far as is con-

sistent with their own special occupation, and if

they have no special business, then wholly in one

of these services. And out of such exertion in

plain duty, all other good will come; for in this

direct contention with material evil, you will find

out the real nature of all evil
;
you will discern by
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