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preferving a very beneficial Trade we enjoy’d, in
licu of attempring ome precarious in its Nature, a
certain lofs to its Undertakersy and ruinous to the
moft gainful Branches of our Trade; for theuld

the Englifb be difpoflefs’d of Famaica, which they .

may foon be, if that Trade be ruin’d, however
fome People may believe, we fhall not only lofe
an {fland of very great Confequence to us in point
of Trade, but muft never afterwards expeét to be
formidable by our Naval Force, in that part of the
World, as we have been for mghy Years paft by
weaps of that Ifland; for, as * Dr. Devenant has
.il,lﬁ}y obferv'd, ¢ The lofs of Famaica muft proba-

bly be follow’d with the Ruin of our Intereft in
¢ America. - ¥ S ,

ip thefe Letters the Dangers arifing to Famaica,
and other our Sugar Colonies, are thewn really to
proceed from the Encreafe of the French Power and
Settlements in their lflands in America, efpecially
on Hifpaniola;, and 'twere heartily to be wifh'd,
the Confequences thereof, .to the Trade and Navi-
gation of this Kingdom, were but more ferioufly
attended to, and confider'd. - 2

It has been lnniﬁncc remark'd, that che Breed
of Scamen, with the Encreafe arid Encouragement
of the Navigation of this Kingdom, does chicfly
depend on our Plantation Trade, and Ne and
Filhery; therefore their prefent State and Conditi-
on deferve the immediate\Confideration of our beft
Patriots, for preventing the Decay, Lofs, or De-
firuftion of the Trade and Maritime Strength of
Grear-Britain. ‘

I’ he Merchants and Planters trading to, and re-
fiding in Virginia and Maryland, bave laid their
Caflc before the Parliament this prefent Seffions,

wherein

* His Difpvirfe on Trade and publick Revenwe, *
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