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But it is to be remembered that in most parts of the Province
the Public Schools are in the hands of Protestants, and it is only
in very exceptional circumstances that the Protestants of the Pro-
vince want Separate Schools. There are (I think) but eight of such
schools in all Ontario. The public sentiment in tlie Protestant

churches is,that it is better that Public Schools should be supported,

&nd not denominational schools. (Applause.) 1 'lotestants hold that

it is better for our whole people, no matter what denomination they
belong to, that the children should all learn together in our Pub-
lic Schools as well as in our High Schools. But the law does

provide for the establishment of Separate Schools for Protestants

if they want them, as well as for Roman Catholics when they
want them. He would read to the House some of the Statiitory

enactments, in order that there should be no doubt about this.

The second section of the Separate School Act read as follows :

—

" Upon the application in writing of fivo or more heads of families resi-

dent in any ton nsbip, city, town or incorporated village, being Proteatauts,

the Municipal Council of the said township, or the Board of School Trustees
of any such city, town or incorporated village, shall authorise the establish-

ment therein of one or more Separate Schools for Protestants."

Then the Attorney-General read the sixth section as follows :

—

*' In any city or town the persons who make application, according to the
provisions of section 2 of thu Act, may have a Separate School in each ward
or in two or morsi wards united, as the said persons may judge expedient."

So, continued the Attorney-General, that was what the law
provided for Protestants in this matter.

Mr. Meredith asked if the Attorney-General understood that

this applied to the rural districts.

The Attornef-General replied that he understood so. If

before or since Confederation more convenient machinery had
been provided for Roman Catholic Separate Scho >ls than for Pro-

testant Separate Schools, it was because Protestants had not

asked for changes in the original provisions as to Protestant

Separate Schools. No class of Protestants, no church, no indi-

vidual, so far as I am aware, had ever asked for any such changes.

Speaking generally, Protestants do not want to make use of their

power to establish Separate Schools, and he was glad they did

not (Applause.) He thought it
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country if they did. It was for the common advantage that they

fihould not use these provision.s of the law, and that al) s ould


