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of Sttttt', OH the rHilwiky rrHoliitioiiK -.

—

Mr. Speaker,— [ will not iiixlertiikf to tiii-

Kwer (ill till' <(ni'stioiiK tliiit. havi' lirni raiHcd

in this <Icliate l)y the lion, lender of the op-

poKitioii. A( cordini;' to his itistotu, he has

inelii.ied in the diKeimsion of the widijeet on
which we are eiij;aKt'd the whole ranK" <>'

'inestions which il comprises, and has dealt

witli them in a manner no Ickk lucid than (om-
prehonKivc. I will leave to thoKe ot my col-

JeajjncK to whom that task hclonjjK to reply

to the charge of undue ])reKKure exerciKed by
the go"Prnment, accfirdinj; to the hon. mem-
ber ffir West Durham, on the repreKentatives

of the f'rovince of t^ueliec. 1 w<)uld, uevcr-

theless, inform my lion, friend that he lias re-

vealed only one aspect of that jieriod ho

full ofanxiety, and I will try and show liim

what the other is. It we b<)liev( die lion.meni-

lier, "the jjovernment awaited witli anxiety,

when the great Pacitic question came before

the house, the attitude which a portion of the

members would assume rejjardiuK if- Kvery-
one was asking what woul ' happen ; parlia-

ment was not sitting with its ordinary num-
ber of members, ai>d th<' dfiinuieiiunt was
axiously expected. After interviews between
the ministers of the yueb(H' Government and
the members of that province—after inter-

views between the lieads of the Canadian
government and the repreHentatives of tlie

Province of yuebe< —the result was an-
noimced. Faces brightened \ip, jieace was
restored to the camp, and the Pacific bill was
voted." My hon. friend should have said

that it was on the side of the ojjposi-

tion tliat the faces of members betrayed most
anxiety. The smallest rumours that eseaoed
through closed doors were eagerly caught up,

and whatever secrets were thus exposed were
immediately transmitted by telegraph, cor-

rected and enlarged to the great organ of the

Jibwal party in Ontario. On one occasion

that iouriial announced that the members of

tlie Province of (Jiiebec had thrown them-
selves into the open arms of the leader of tho

opp<>' '• >n who, in return, promised (hem an
era <• osperity before unheard of in that

provii e. Milt the denouement soon destroy-

ed that hope; the hian was voted and the

faces of the opposition fell ac< ordinuly. It

is a wfimler the lilolif did not come out in

mourning the next day, as if for the loss of a
political friend. Certainly its cherished

dream had faded away iiitcj thin air. Kor the

fact is that all those conji'i tiires were
false. The conservative party had remained
faithful and united as in the past. The
leader of the opposition may be assued that

the (Jdiebec conservatives were unanimous in

following the government on that great ijuos-

tion. It iii true that a certain number of
members had asked that all the ipiestions

connected with tlie Pacitic should be settled

at the same time, and it was quite legitimate

fwr them to en(iuire if the govoinment Jiad

the intention, not to purchase their votes, but
to make good a claim width had been made
constitutionally by • he (juebec cabinet aiid

wlii( h had alreatly been for several days be-

fore the Privy Council.

THK VUEHEC CLAIMS.

What! Mr Speaker, will the hon. chief of
the opposition deny that th!> <J;iebec members
had a right to ask Just treatnieiit

for the province that they represent

!

l)ii such rights belong only to

the other provinces? Did not British Col-

umbia submit to the government the ques-
tions in which it was concerned, and who
hesitated to acknowledge its right tt) ask if

the government liad given them due atten-

tion, and had come to a decision regarding
them? Did not the Glohr cry out in<ligiiant-

ly because the grievances of Manitoba had
not been definitely redressed when the hon.

premier of that province left Ottawa for Win-


