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Inland Navigation and the Upbuilding of Canadae.

1t requires no vivid imsginstion to ¥isualize the part water trans-
portation has played in the upbuilding of Canada, The railroads
whieh have linked the Atlantic to the Pacl.ic in 2 bond of steel,
have assisted tremendously in settling the widely distributed
agrieultural regions of this continent, but without Canada's water
highway to the sea, the railrcads would have found 1t physiecally
imposgsible alone to have carried the burdene.

We all kxnow, for lastance, that the railroads c
move the grain crops of the West 1f it were not
played in this movement by the flest of grain c:
Great Lakes and S5t. Lawrence, which carry the g
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The carriage of coal from the various ports of Lake Erie te beth
Bastern and WVestern Canada is rendsred econcmical and expeditious
through water transportation, for it is the boats that bring

down Canada's grain, that take back the ¢oal whilech is s0 essential
to the industrial 1ife of the Prairie Provincess

Supremacy of lontreal Now Threatened.

Montreal for some years has been the acknowledged grain port of
North Americs, but ¢ retein her position heroic measures will be
essential. Paced by acute competition from all American North
Atlantie ports, she will heve te be acecorded the unstinted co-
opération of the country if she is to guard for Canada the trade
and commerce thet rightfully are herse

fhere are certain defined laws in transportistion as in all other
spheres of humah aectivity that while not immutable are difficult
of change, and this is particularly the case where the controlling
factor 1s coste. And cost is the crux of the present grain
transportation situation of Canada.

Formerly, the Port of HMontresl, in spite of the then much higher
rates of insurance applying to ships in the 5t. Lawrence trade,

has no difficulty in meeting competition from the Port of New York,
even though t he rate to continental ports was frequently from two

to three cents a bushel higher, but since then the rates on the .
State Barge commonly called the Brie Canal have been very materially
reduced, and even though the marine insurance situation has been
largely adjusted, Montreal is unsble to compete with America's

chief port on even terms, and it is only when the 1,250,000-bushel
capacity of the Erie Cansal has been reached that she can attract
large cargoes.




