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J have alwax's been extremely prend of onr
Canatîlan judiciary, and neyer more so than
when hearing men of high position in the
Uniteci States land the mnembers of our Bench
and express regret that in their ewn eeuntry
tbey sucre pot alwtsys as faveîîrably sitîiatnd
iii this respect as we in ýCanada. I have ne
dcîîbt tint witb the possible exception cf
Great Britain thcre is ne couutry in the world
.vbcre the judiciary eccupies a hiigher position
thian in this country. Great Britain in the
past has gene through tbe experience cf hav-
ing 'ceaep" jndges, and bias fcuud that ex-
penturce a most costiy eue. The resuit lias
beu tlint iu England judgcs' salaries have
been inceaseci from timie te time, îrntii to-
daqy tbcy arc frem txvo biuudred and fifty per
cent te six bundred per cent greater than tbe
emeoluments cf our on jndges. The ceuse-
queute cf suecb marked increases in remuner-

aiio bs bren te reuder available tbe very
bewt mnateriai fer the building np cf tbe judi-
cîarx c f Great Brilain, and the resuits in the
iit:ttnttiiatte cf iaxx and orcler in tbe social,
inîlustrial and finanrial life cf that country
have been mcst benefirial. Ccntracts aud n-
di rtkiug-. iisiI.ul are faitbflily kept, bermue
îcutrarting parties 1kucw tint shouid they faul
te respeci tue saucfity cf tbecir agreements tbe
courts xxiii sce te il; tbat tbe obligations are
carrieti eut. '[bat explains wby thiere are fewer
lawsuits iii Great Britain tban in most ether
cetuntries. Anti I tbink it xviii be fenf tint
the per capita test cf the administration cf
jîMtire lu Great Britain, despite the highi
salaries paid te the juciges, is icwer tbau else-
wbiere.

But J wantt te go btck te our ewul udiciary.
1 eed I eau s'y fer ail the provinces what

tan cenfieutly ise cffirmed fer the Province
cf QuebteC'. W/e bavc jogtf the highe-st
dcfgre(e cf integriýty aud ability. wh o perforus
their cluties efflcicntly aund dcx etecEy. Becau.ýe
cf flic cour-agecus stand taken by seme cf our
judges. Cauada has becu proeeted from an
invsion by bootlegge rs and rackcteer- eperat-
iug auscungd; cur neigitheurs, frequeutly, as we
knoxv. ut the rest cf life. The stay cf the'.e

tlt;prad in luetr ceunux' lias been rendered
rallber prer-ariciu; since fouir cf then xvere
bangt-(d in eue day by order cf our great
b'tngiug judge, Heu. Charles Wilseu, cf
Montreal. (Con-idering the position whicbi a
judge shcuid eecupy in seeiety, iu order te
luspire net euiy the retiect but, as iu E.ng-
hand, the revereucel cf the masses, and con-
sidcriug the qui lcaiu ie must pes;e;s iu
a highi cI gre fer the perforimnsce cf the work

c t tt t him, I tiïiuk that S9O00 is far
freus beiug au extravigauit saiajry. Perhaps
cveür euie xviii net agree w ith this viexx but
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perseuaiiy I wiii go further and say that
the sahary is hardiy adequate. I kncw cf ne
members cf the legai profession wbe werk
barder than the judgcs lu tbe eity cf Meut-
real. It bias ýaiways been a matter cf surprise
te me that lawycrs with big practices 0 hou'id
aecept a jndgesbip. On eu oceasiou I ap-
proacbed a lawycr cf bigh standing lu Mont-
reai te ascertalu xvbetbier hie wouid bc pleaseul
te go on the Btneb. and te my atenisbmtnt
be auz.entedl. He cujox-rd an incemne double or
trehie that cf a judge, aud I a<ked hlmi xhy
hoe weuld net he-itate te make suocb a
materiai s.acrifice. Hi; au-;wer was te this
effect: 'Wel. I have beeýn lu the tbick cf
the baffle fer. y-ars. If I beceme a nug
I shahl continue te li e ia tise atuso-p)here cf
mx' cxxn profession, anti shall ho peacefii,
ami provided fer durusa the ce-st cf iuy dtys."

W/cii1, boucurabie members, I wonder
xvbether tis Bill xoid net malte it niuchl
harder te obtain sîiitable usa tcrial for t lie
mainstenaunce cf t he ighis liciai trilition;ý e:
titis country. A jud(gtý e inohumeuirt. are
net as bisl as tlse 'v xx ere yeairs age. if 'oin-
pîred xxith t ho ceýt cf livinsg. Fithuee
lu the iast derade or itx h ixew be ýn
xxbich malte tise tiinure cf i ulielail office mnuit
ic-.s <(ctire f bani it n-t il te be. In 1922 tîsere
wa:s au aîsscîdmnent te flic Jiîdges Act xviich.
if xvi; rcutentltd, xxa-ý rciiiried fer the redress
cf sne abuses. If pros ides thait if a judgtu
beconu s iiacempetî ut te fiiiil is fîîîct ioîîs,
by remoýýn cf azr, or eth riwisre. the M\ini>ter cf
Jî 1 t ie may or-der aun xetiain and if
the juidge is fcuud so lucomipeteut liecrau be
deprived cf bis saharx- auJ forccd te faite bis
peu-nion. lu 1927 ficcexi: sa furfher t uîn-
ment te tise saisne Arýt, providiîig t iat a
federal juditge xx îiýd ho pic-unil( te le is-
trztpable cf coîsfiîîîîing hi1 duaties, and rt qîîiredý
te take hi, peu-ion. on recing the :îge cf

setnv-ixe.Remempiiber. bionourabie usein-
bxers, tia. a ppied te Juîiges xvlî hati ben
apoiuited fer life. It xvas an îtrhitrai"v Viola-
tion cf a coistract. auJ t he foliicvîg s- x
Palilameut reogunii tue injîî-ztice th-at li d
been tdonc anti iecliared that anv îtg af-
ferted liv such anirtuduscut xx ci!ti le naid ii
fuil saharv for tue rest cf bis hile. The tise
cf the isonesirabie McI. tiistice i\ignauht xv as
particuiarhy ini tise ustîi cf Pariaiameît at tii
tinte. Wlhy did Parlilînt feci bounîl te
ru ke suds reîmratiou? Becaîî-e it reeeguizcdl
that a centraet iaci been mxade w hich cbiigî t -
cd the State te respcct f he hlife tenure cf
office cf caris feclerai juiclîr. But tue pre-eiît
Bihl dc erees that s;inisxiir hile contracf1 xx lU
superior couîrt j ucges must tcrîssina te xvhoen
thcse judg-es reacbi the age of seveuty-flve,


