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flot sec that the amendments made by the
Senate are important, and in amendment
to the amendment I move that the Senate
does flot insist on its amendments to the
Bill.

Hon. Mr. POWER-Does the hon. gentle-
mgn think there is any objection te parlia-
ment and the government having the in-
formation provided for by this amendment
before taking action?

Hon. Mr. THOMPSON-No, I woud pre-
sume that the government in bringing to
the notice of parliament a proposition of
that character would furnish us with ail the
information necessary to reach a conclusion
as to whether that lease or purchase should.
be accepted. We could move for furtber in-
formation before acceptîng it, so that prac-
tically we have absolute control of the ac-
tion of the government with respect to the
purchase or lease of the branch lines.

Rt. Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT
-It would be desirable, looking at the vcry
late period of the session, that ve should
get this matter brought to a conference as
soon as possible, and I think the only pos-
sible way we can do so is by accepting the
motion of the hon. member from Halifax,
by which. a conference can be had and s
compromise arranged.

Hon. Mr. THOMPSON-If we recede fromi
our amcndments te this Bill, would we not
get it quicker?-

Rt. Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT
-Yen would get it settled quieker by a con-
ference than by a long discussion in thtc
Senate.

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-I am in accord with
the advisability of obtaining the informa-
tion mentioned in the amcndment adopted
by this honourable House. Ho-wever, the
point taken by the House of Commons may
be we]l foundcd, and inasmuch as we can-
net bind future parliaments, I ivould sug-
gest to the bon. member, should a confer-
ence be hcld, te change the forni of bis
amendment by makîng it incumbent on the
government railway managing board, when
making their recommendation, to furnish
the information which. is called for in the
amendmnent. That would be much more
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effective, because if it goes in that form,
parliament, ncxt session, or in two or tbree
years hence, might do away with that
clause altogether, whereas if my suggestion
is adopted, ne recommendation can be made
unless it is accompanied by the information.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (Middlesex)-The que.;-
tion is very simple. The complaint of the
Commons is that we bind a future parlia-
ment, which I do not think we can do, not
to ratify any legisiation unleas certain in-
formation is provided. If a conference is
held, we can simply say that in submitting
any such lease for the approval of parlia-
ment, a return shah] be laid before both
Houses at least one month in advance, con-
taining such and such information. That
dees not restrain parliament from. ratifying
the lease, but it wouhd give us the informa-
tion which it is desirable we should have,
and I concur in the suggestion of the rîght
hon. leader of the Senate, that the mattzr
be adjusted by a conference. There Ia n:
difference as to how it should be done.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-The
conference would come to some arrangement
by which the two Houses would agree.- The
reasons given for rejecting the amendment
seem chihdish. However, it is not necessary
to discuss that question. As the leader cf
the government bas accepted the proposi-
tion, there is ne use cf wasting time in dis-
cussing it. The suggestion of my bon. friend
can be reached by a conference, and thc
euggestion he makes is a geod one.

Hon. Mr. THOMPSON-I should like te
bave the opinion of the House on n'y
amendment te the amendmcnt.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-lt has been well
cxpressed, and understood by ahmost evcr.v
one who has spoken on tbis Bill, even the
right hon, leader cf the House, that before
anytbing can be donc in the way of acquir-
ing branch lines of the Intercolonia] rail-
way, information must be laid before the
House. The Commons have sent us a Bihl,
which we have amendcd, and they return
it te us stating they cannot accept eur
amendmcents. Wc ail agree it must come
before us again, and te ask fer a conference
between the two Houses as te whethcr the
government wihl place information before


