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[English]
CANADA ELECTIONS ACT

CALL FOR ENUMERATION REFORM

Mr. Lee Clark (Brandon-Souris): Mr. Speaker, before last
summer's election becomes just a fleeting but heartwarming
memory, I urge Members of the House to give serious con-
sideration ta the reform of our electoral pracess.

Under the current system, voters are enumerated prior to a
federal election. This past summer we witnessed the frustra-
tion of many voters wbo were denied the apportunity to vote
because tbey had not been enumerated. For example, some
long-termi residents of my constituency were away on holidays,
were in tbe midst of harvesting, or for ather reasons were not
at home when tbe enumeratars called. While some were able
to have tbeir names added to the voters' list during the period
of revision, others were unable ta meet the strict deadlines
imposed by aur current procedures.

I would ask wby a resident of a city sucb as Brandon,
Manitoba, cannot be accompanied by a neighbour ta bis or ber
polling place and enumerated an election day. Rural voters
have long enjoyed this privilege.

Or perhaps the time bas corne for Canada ta establisb a
permanent voters' list as is donc in the United Kingdom, the
United States, and Australia. It bas long been argued tbat
such a list would be expensive ta maintain. Hawever, I wauld
point out that unanticipated expenses made the most recent
enumeration a costly undertaking.

Given the increasing problemns, injustices, and costs of our
current system of enumeratian, I urge ail Members of the
House ta give seriaus consideration ta the implementation of
ane of the above electoral reforms.

FISHERIES

WEST COAST SALMON TREATY-MINISTERIAL ACTION
WELCOMED

Mr. Ted Schellenherg (Nanaimo-Aiberni): Mr. Speaker,
one week ago the sports fishermen on Canada's West Coast
were in an uproar about the stringent Chinook allocations
allowed under the new Pacific saimon treaty. Witb consider-
able fortitude, the Fisheries Minîster (Mr. Fraser) travelled ta
B.C. and entered the valley of discontent. It was the first time
in many years that West Coast fishermen bad actually seen a
federal Minîster of Fisheries, and the first time in decades tbat
anc had actually iistened ta them.

A week ago today the Minister annaunced an accommoda-
tion within the treaty that caimed the fears of the B.C. sports
fishing community. Tbat is the way this Government works. It
welcomes positive input, and then acts.

It sbould be noted that the treaty can stili be improved.
Accommodations can stili be found. The Standing Committee
on Fisheries and Forestry should be travelling ta the West
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Coast to receive constructive suggestions on the treaty and on
other issues. We should be welcoming witnesses to travel to
Ottawa to express tbeir concernis.

However, it is important to note that after some 20 years of
negotiating, we have a Pacific salmon treaty. Fishermen can
plan for the years ta corne. Our depleted resource can be
enhanced. Although we cannot please ail of the people ail of
the time, we can replace inaction with action. Those were aur
instructions from the Canadian people on September 4, and
tbat is how we will continue to govern.

[Translation]
UNEMPLOYMENT

NECESSITY TO HELP SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

Mr. Mfonso Gagliano (Saint-Léonard-Anjou): Mr. Speaker,
lending ceiling allowed under legisiation providing for guaran-
teed loans for business development was reacbed by mid-Janu-
ary. Since then, no new loans bave been authorized. If the
small business sector in our economy is ta survive, it is
absolutely essential that the funds required to continue impie-
mentation of tbe Small Businesses Loans Act be approved.
The latest statistics have sbown a furtber increase in the
unemplayment rate, so that it is clearly urgent ta belp small
businesses create jobs.

If the Minister of State (Small Businesses) (Mr. Bisson-
nette) is truly concerned about encouraging small business, the
most important sector of our economy, hie will split Bill C-23
and table forthwitb in the House a Bill to authorize tbe funds
required to continue this program. The Liberal Opposition wiil
fully support this amendment, and the remaining amendments
to the Small Business Loans Act would then be submitted
separately to tbe House for consideration and free debate.
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[English]

The Government is trying to piggyback controversial
changes on an important and urgent amendment. SmalI busi-
ness is where the most jobs can be created the fastest. If the
Government is serious about job creation, wbich it dlaims is its
first priority, then it will split the Bill amending the SBLA and
ask the Hlouse to provide money for small business boans to be
issued again.

EXTERNAL AID
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ORGANIZATION ADVOCATED

Mr. Howard Crosby (Halifax West): Mr. Speaker, those
wbo question whetber Canadians can see beyond their own
national goals and boundaries will find the answer in tbe
response to the tragic famine in Ethiopia.
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