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Moreover, it is quite true that the status of a party as far as
the allowances payable to the leader of a party are con-
cerned—and the House itself passed the legislation and decid-
ed that to be entitled to a special allowance, the leader should
have at least 11 members in his group excluding himself; that
is, 12. However, I feel that it has nothing to do with our duties
in the House as a recognized, registered national party.

It is in such capacity, Mr. Speaker, that we are asking to be
allowed to name a representative to that committee. It would
not hurt anyone, because we all agree that the matter is
unimportant. We would then continue to work and bring our
contribution to that committee and, strictly speaking, I do not
think that it would hurt anyone.

Now, Mr. Speaker, if we consider that the motion is a basic
one which could affect the status of our party, I think that we
are going beyond the scope of the proposed amendment. In my
opinion, the question should not even be raised. It is a mere
technical matter and of course when we disagree, the question
is then put. Such is democracy. This is why an election is held,
because we do not share the same views.

When the members of this House disagree, they ask, of
course, that the question be put. If we are not allowed to have
a representative on that striking committee, the matter will be
settled. As for other issues which could arise later, they will be
dealt with in due course.

Mr. Speaker, I leave it to you to decide whether the motion
is really in order and if we should deal with it right now or if
you would rather wait to make a decision. We leave it to your
discretion.

[English]

Hon. Walter Baker (President of the Privy Council and
Minister of National Revenue): Mr. Speaker, 1 do not intend
to prolong the discussion in the House, but I do say that there
is here an important matter of principle at stake. The original
motion was framed with that in mind. The hon. member for
Cape Breton Highlands-Canso (Mr. MacEachen) and the hon.
member for Winnipeg North Centre (Mr. Knowles) have set
out, I believe, the principles quite clearly. They do not need to
be repeated. In that sense it is clear, as the government House
leader, that I ought to indicate to the House that, based on the
principle that is involved, we do not intend to support the
amendment.

Mr. Speaker: The question is on the amendment to the main
motion. All those in favour of the amendment, please say yea.

o (1700)
Some hon. Members: Yea.
Mr. Speaker: All those opposed, please say nay.
Some hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion, the nays have it.
And more than five members having risen:
[Mr. Lambert (Bellechasse).]

Mr. Speaker: Call in the members.

The House divided on the amendment (Mr. Roy (Beauce)),

which was negatived on the following division:
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