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could flot bave known to be so since be informed the
Canadian public tbat no meat seizures bad taken place. In
fact, the bon. member knew full well, in ligbt of tbe press
release tbat bad been îssued for at least a week that more
than 210 tons of meat bad been seized in Quebec.

As to tbe question raised by tbe bon. member, I must
reiterate that my officiais were tbe instigators of the
investigation conducted by the police. I bave no reason to
doubt their honesty, integrity and devotion, and I f eei that
the facts ciearly indicate that tbey carried out tbeir duties
witbin their mandate. As for tbe latter part of tbe hon.
member's question, I bave no knowledge of sucb a special
standing committee. As everyone knows, we bave a police
force called the RCMP that enjoys tbe trust of Canadians
and surely that of the goverfiment. The force is under the
off iciai autbority of the Solicitor General and is more tban
capable of carrying out its duties required for tbe applica-
tion of Canadian legisiation.

CONSUMR AFFAIRS

GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT QUEBEC CONSUMERS FROM MEAT
UNFIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

Mr. Claude Wagner (Saint-Hyacinthe):- Mr. Speaker, I
sbould like to put a supplementary.

In addressing my supplementary to another minister, I
should also like to say tbat I did not mislead the people
when I advised tbem tbat the minister bad bebaved stu-
pidly by refusing to prevent the sale of tainted meat, of
which he is now aware, and by claiming that be bad to
wait for the end of the inquiry before acting.

I therefore put my question to a minister wbo is more
responsibie, tbe Minister of Consumer and Corporate
Af f airs. At some time or other in tbe iast two montbs bas
the Minister of National Healtb and Welf are or the food
advisory division of tbe Department of National Healtb
advised, as it sbould, the department to pay special atten-
tion to tbe sale and advertising of certain food products of
wbich tbe raw materiai seemed of doubtful quality some
time ago according to the Minister of National Health and
Weifare, some federai inspectors and, if so, what bas been
done?

Hon. André Queflet (Minister of Consumer and Cor-
porate Affaire)- Mr. Speaker, I must remind tbe bon.
member that tbis matter does not f ail witbin my respon-
sibilities; stili, I bave discussed several times, witb my
colleague the Minister of National Healtb and Welfare,
this matter which seems to concern the bon. member to
the bighest degree.

Mr. Wagner: Mr. Speaker, I bave anotber supplemen-
tary for the learned minister.

In addition to bis talks witb tbe Minister of National
Health and Welf are, bas the minister done anytbing to
belp tbe people?

Mr. Oudilet: Mr. Speaker, I tbink tbe bon. member
sbould not confuse tbe responsibilities of eacb minister.
He seems to be doing bis best not to understand or to
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pretend flot to understand the answers given to him by the
Minister of National Health and Welf are wbich are quite
clear.

a (1430)

[En glish]
HEALTH

ADEQUACY 0F MINISTER'S AUTHORITY TO INSPECT MEAT
SOLD FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

Mr. Paul Yewchuk (Athabasca): Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion is directed to the Minister of National Heaitb and
Welf are. In view of the fact that section 4 of the Food and
Drugs Act probibits the sale of meat unfit for human
consumption, and section 22 authorizes inspections by the
minister's officiais of any abattoir or place food is stored,
can tbe minister indicate whether be bas consulted with
bis legal advisors to determine wbetber these two sections
of tbe act indeed give bim ail the authority be needs to
inspect any place bandling or storing food or wbetber
there are any situations in respect of meat wbere be f eels
be does not bave autbority to gain access?

[Translation]
Hon. Mlarc Lalonde (Minister of National Heaith and

Weifare): Mr. Speaker, again, tbis is a matter of legal
interpretation wbicb is out of order.

[En glish]
Mr. Yewchuk: Mr. Speaker, I shouid like to rephrase tbe

question in anotber way and make it mucb more simple.
Can the minister indicate wbetber be feels tbere is any
place in Quebec wbere meat unfit for buman consumption
is being sold or tbat tbere is any abattoir or place wbere
meat is stored in respect of wbicb be does not bave
autbority under tbe Food and Drugs Act to enforce the
law.

[Translation]
Mr. Lalonde: Stili the same question, Mr. Speaker.

[En glishl
LACK 0F REGULATIONS TO PROTECT QUEBEC CONSUMERS

FROM MEAT UNFIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION-
GOVERNMENT ACTION

Mr. James A. McGrath (St. John's East): Mr. Speaker,
I sbould like to direct a supplementary question to tbe
Minister of National Healtb and Welfare. Yesterday tbe
minister mislead tbe Committee on Healtb, Weifare and
Social Af f airs in connection witb bis estimates wben be
said tbere was protection afforded to Quebec consumers
by a provincial act known as tbe Dead Meat Act. In
cbecking witb tbe Quebec government today I find tbere
is no such legisiation. The Quebec officiais confirmed tbe
fact tbat tbere are no regulations protecting consumers in
the province of Quebec. In ligbt of tbe fact tbat there is no
consumer protection to Quebec consumers wbat is tbe
minister doing to carry out tbe law in respect of tbe
statute wbicb is bis responsibility and send additional
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