
COMMOINS

days. They refused, and when w-e organized
a local conpany, they would not sell that
company their telephones and compelled it
to get other telephones. Then they threat-
ened it with lawsuits.

Mi. BERGERON. And won.

Mr. CONMEE. No, the Bell Company got
the worst of it. They had then Canadian

Mr. BERGERON. At pay stations?

Mr. CONMEE. Well, what is the differ-
ence ?

Mr. BERGERON. I can telephone from
my office in Montreal for the connection
with Ottawa and it will be given to nie
before it will be given to the pay station.

patents disalloweci. Mr. CONMEE. I believe it is a case of
Mr. BERGERON. I bave contrary in- first corne, first served, while under the law

formation from the Minister of Justice on as I woul like to sec it, the only differ-ences being that a subscriber to a local coin-ibat point. pany may have to pay more for the long dis-
Mr. CONMEE. They crusted out the local tance connection than the man who pays

company. I ani lot filnling fault with them nmore for bis telephone by subscribing direct
for that because other people in their place to the large telephone company, and the
would probably bave done the sanie. At company owning the long distance line
Oweni Souund tlhey did the saine thing. A would receive greater compensation to be
local coilipaly started and it was forccd ta fixed by the board.
discontinue because the Bell people wanted Mr. BERGERON. As a subscriber to thethe nonopoly. It would be a convenience Bell, in the use of the long distance line. Ifor ny lion. friend, if te had the telephone would be given a preference over the hnn.of another systemt lu his house, to be uble gentlenan who is not a subseriber. But ifto all up the central and talk to Montreal Ibis law passes, a subscriber to the Mer-instead of baving to leave bis bouse and go chants' will have a preference over meto a pay station in order to get the sane tboug I am a subscriber ta tbe Bell.
privilege.

Mr. BERGERON. We bave lu Montreal Mr. CONMEE. No, te will not be given
two ystems, te M erchants and the Bell- a preference-whoever calls first will hav e'
two good systems. Te Bell tas sanoe 0000 the right to the line, but if te does get the
to 25,000 subsribers and the Merchants have preference wherein eau there be complainut

1ibat refuites the objection. Telephanie coni-a great deal less. but the price of the Mer- tatees he objctio Teehoe com-
chants is a great deal smaller than that of paniesl are conmmnon carriers of nessages. just
the Bell. Now. my bon. friend subscribes a s railway companies are conmon carriers of
to the Bell-let us suppose-andeigt, and t people have
taMe Beants et u esuth -anedes I tae- a right to say that they shall conduct theirMeruhants. I pay less than ie does. I tale- business in the carrying of the messages inphon l t Ottawa and tder thi law I ani the way most convenient to the public-ofable ta bold ttw lina, taoug te also ants course, without infringing upon the com-to spea ta Ottawta, and ttougb ie pays hanies right of property, and nobody ismure for bis telepvone tan I do, and Is a advocating that they should be subject tosubserier ta te vary company that owns any hardship, but we say that the wholetaa long distance ine ta Is an holding matter should be left to the board to whichagainst bu. Is that fair i Is it ln tte ry w-e bave left matters of railway operationteresî of teiclîhone subs(eiars gent-rully- involving very much larger sums of money

Mr. CONMEE. If the hon. gentleman's and more complex questions for adjustment.
(Mr.Berarofs)argmen isw-aîltan i If tbere is uny reason wby this privilege of(;Mr. Bergeron's) argument is worth any-

thing. it defeats the amendnent. His argu-
ment is that a subscriber to aiother coin -nvidad Lu tbis amendmeît sbauld te given,
pany may discommode a subseriber ta the ttat reason upplies wîtb even greater force
Bell by holding a long distance litne. Is t tth connectian witb ttc local ntes, ta-
tbat sa ? cause tte service and couveuience of tbe

amobe arcomre enstantly lnvolved. I eau-Mr. BERGERON. Yes. not sec bow any railway, telegrap, or
Mr. CONMEE. W'alî, it is nat nccessury telephonie s3 stem eau passitly te injnrad

ta Pass tlis luw ta bave tbat condition f by teing given niore custoniers, and more

prvidins this amoendmet Soul e givn,

affairs, for unybody eau go ineto tg Bellfo
teleptone statLon and use to long distance gentlemcnn bere bave argued that these
uine ta ttic disadvautaga of tte patrons of trunk uines are not puying. aad yet tbcy
thc Bell. argue tbat they w uld te injured yef tng

Mr. BERGERON. No, be is not given a given more business.

prafarance over the regular subserîbers. M.E. Mî. MACDONALD. Ttat is flot
thc urgumniat. it Ls only thc lion. geuithe-Mr. CONMEE. Wy, I iîn not a sut- ia assumption of tc argument.

sciber ta th Bell and I have teen using 
teir hnes rigt alang, both ln t dis cLt and Mr. CONMEE. Tht was stated here
lin Troto ave and ovar again-that if te tuseoessn

Mr. CONMEE.
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