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But clause 18 is the substitution of an old whole Bill, and, therefore, gives pretty full
clause, and, about half-way down, appears range for discussion. I am very glad to
the following hear the conversion of the Minister of Trade

Any eleator present shall, before receiving his and Commerce. I hope cbanged circumstan-
ballot paper, answer such questions or produc3 (les may not have been the means of his
such evidence as to his qualifications to vote. conversion. 1 had not the privilege of sit-
That places a deputy returning officer in the ting in this House when the present Act
position of an inquisitoc. was under discussion, but I bad the privi-

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. The object lege of reading many excellent speeches de-
o these words is to meet cases thiat may livered by ·that lion. gentleman, in which lie
arise.eiDdid not lay down such a rule as lie is laylng

down this evening. I will call attention to
Mr. BENNETT. There is no provisionsonie points that have already been men-

that this section shall not be applicable to tioned, and I do so with ithe object of call-
other provinces. 1 sul)Im*t that, iu its pre- toead1d owt ti beto al
set frov inces.I bapplicale. Asumte aing the attention of the Solicitor General to
sent form, it will be applicable. Assumeathe clause to which the hon. meuiber for
man is entitled to vote, and there is no East Simcoe (Mr. Bennett) made reference
question of his name not being on the list. hat is, (gr teery etraordncryle rhat is, regarding the very extraordinary
The deputy returning officer, favouring the
powers that be, acts as an inquisitor, and returning oicer. Instead of placing a voterasks the voter, wliose namie is on the îistreuinofcr.nsed!pligavtrasks theotose, naule ename isonf d theistlwhose name nay be properly on the list, at
and whîose name bas been confirmed by the the disp)s:il of the deputy returning officer,
judge, certain questions, and then refuses which is a very dangerous course to pursue,
to give the voter a ballot. Such a clause 'I some mode should be provided by which
placing in the hands of the deputy returunilg hie should not be subjected to any cate-
officer a power which he is liable to abuse. chîsing or badgering, which may result
Not only has lie the privilege, in his quasi- in intimidating a voter, and the voter
magisterial capacity. to rule that a voter should then have the right to receive a
shall not have a ballot, but where a man's ballot and vote. My hon. friend should not
name does not appear on the list, he can propose to place voters in a position In
proffer to such man a ballot, and lie will which they iuay be driven fram the poll.
have the privilege of voting. If that section
is to be applicable to all the provinces. 1 The MINISTER OF MARINE AND
think we might as well dispense with the FISHERIES (Sir Louis Davies). I would
voters' lists altogether. suggest the inutllity of a discussion such

Mr. CT ANCY I have just been reading as bas been entered upon. The SolicitorM• •C General has stated that if real objec-
the first clause. .tions to the working of any one of

Some hon. MEMBERS. We are on the the clauses are presented, he Is willing to
preamble. receive suggestions with a view to remove

the same. We are at present discussing the
Mde teiTJ -seAKR. I Wavenoare cn-first section. which simply provides that the

sidering tbe first section. I have no objec- Bill shall be entitled the Franchise Act of
tion, however, to an lon. member discussing 1898. The principle of the Bill having been
the whole Bill. admitted, we are now proceeding to discuss

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. We will prob- each clause separately. Let them be intelli-
ably make greater progress in that way. gently discussed, amendments suggested
Explanations, such as the hon. Solicitor Gen- aqnd accepted, if necessary. If the present
eral may be able to give on other clauses, course is pursued, It wlll prevent the Bill
will lead, no doubt, to the -adoption of the being passed. The leader of the Opposition
first clause. expressed %lis willingness to use bis lu-

Tne MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM- fluence in getting tbrougb the Billto-nigbt.
MERCE (Sir Richard Cartwright). The No one canwant to prevent hon. members
bon. gentleman is a little mistaken as to the addressing the House, but 1 rise to depre-

praeicalreslt. is ealy abol e-e cate the Introduction of a discussion on sec-
practical resut. It is tions 23 and 24, when the eommittee is at
cessary to take a Bill clause by clause,'
otherwise tne discussion wanders in every resetonsiderng seo 1, w lases.
possible direction.

Mr. BERGERON. I suppose the bon. gen- Mr. WALLACE. I1qu1ýe disagree with
tleman remembers the session of 1885. At the view taken by the Minister o! Marine
that time, the same explanations were gone and Psheries. 1 consider it la Impossible
over about five hundred times. The com- to hay down a lard and fast rule, and say
mittee Is at present considering the ftrst that a member, ln discusslng the Bih, shah
clause, which states that this Bill shall be cone aslf tssonly the tIehoMty
cited as the Franchise Act, 1898. We can Bull. a ln Memers no thee of an
discuss the whole Bill on that clause. Bill.wAs on g e d lkobjeetion

Mr. CLANCY. It seems pretty clear, that movîn ofthatie uinlfte riednte tclaue tn'thetions 23 adb2e chn e ommittee causes atreltioMwhteer.oEetheNk thseTlaues
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