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oni these subjects -,lu- t I tlink the House will bear
w'ith me while I repeat a few woirls that I myself
mblr'ssed to my coistituenits two or three year's ago,
whlIenî tlhe.se matters had becomlîe knîownaî to ever1v hon.
geltlettImin vo paid any attentioi t public afiairs,
bnut befre we lal obtaîined theverwhehing proof
we have to-lay of the results whicl. as sure as
night foldw tlay, follow such practices. I quote tluis

wpeechthe more especially because I felt it my duty
to cause copies to le sent to every member of the
thein Parliamînent. antl I have had reaon to observe,
ii the speeches subsequently deliverei lI manuy of
themlî, that they had read1 though not pr'oited « by i.
Wiat I said vas this, speaking ut Ingersoll o1 the
14trh November', i8!:

" I îresume ifthere is any one thing more than ant.ther
on whicha hlonest imen of al lart les ought to agree.it is this,
that no man engaced in conîstruîctinig publie works shouîld
be allowed l umake presents t o public officials, and least
of all to Ministers of Stat e. To this I add, nor in all con-
science shouhlid suich a one be allowed to contrihute to elee-
tin) funds, either while his cont raet is g ming on or wh ile
he has unsettle<d claimis awaiit ing the action of the G(-i
ertinent. Surely thiis is fa ir and reaiomnible,:ndl yet four
distinct times hais a Bill to this effect been introilueed
inito Parliaient. andl four several times lias it been eva.deil
or point-bl;ank voted down : and thait, too in spite of the
fiaet that on olne occasion the clatise to which obice-
tion was taken, mîimely, that forbid-ling contractors
to Subscribe foir politie:1l o'jets. has been re>orteul to t lie
Houîse by a Select Conînittee, ofwhieh e t then 31inister
"tf Justice, Mr. Macdonald. now Chief Justice of Nova
Scotia., was one, and though ai coia se of similar import
had beei recettly nade law in the United States. Soi ailso
was anaîiother Bill, dealing expressly wtitlh the ease of mien
mnaking presents to 31inisters,voted<Idown, its rejectiom
being noved, with a fine sense of tUe fitness of things, by
Sir Ilector Lanîîgevini, hiinselt the reeipiient.ofa testinoniali
subîUcribed1 for- by just such persons as I have mentioied
above. linistîers should not take gitts. Now surely, if
there is an y one maxim in political ethies better estab-
lislied than another-if there is any aie thing whiehu ought
to commend itself to every ionest man of every party
iii Canaila. it is this: that. undler no circumnstanices
shoulid a Minister of State permit hinself to aceept gifts,
either directly or indirectly, while he continues in office.
Least ot' all siould lie accept thent f'rom public servants
tor from muen eaployed in carrying out contraicts of any
sort. Sir, the reason is nost obvions. Fromt the very
nature of' the case, the contractor iii almost every coi-
eeivable publiecwork is. by the expressed ternis of the
contract, left very much at .the nercy ot'the Minister.
That Miiiste-r can, ais a rule, iake·his fortune or mar it.
At any rate, lie can alinost invariably affect the contraet-
or's profits enorinously, and, if displeaîsed1, involve hini in
a tedious aind CO5tlyV litigILtion. Consequently. the tempt-
aition to the contractor to secuire the good-wili of the
Ministers by all means is irresistible. le is really not a free
agent, not nerely while lie is perforning bis contraCt, but
until he has been.finally paid for it, and·every sound poli-
tical rule dictates that suel a.pei-son should be debarred.
under stringent penalties, from purchasitig the faivouir
of Ministers, either by subscribng to testimonials (?)
or to election funds. If a-man's political supîporters do
really desire to testify their admiration bv making him a
gift of money, let them iwait till he is ont of office, and then
subseribe to their heart's content. Sir, there is not much
fear of corrupt influence then, but very few and far be-
tween were the testimonials subscribed for by adinirers of
the present Governient while ther were out ofoffice.
Perlhaps their supporters thought Sir Hugh Allai had
done enough in thlat way. Sir, tfhese are no lighit m:îtters,
and they bave led to no light consequences."

These were the words which I addressed nlot. nerely
to mîy constituents, but throughi the press to the
whole people of Canada two year's ago. By those
words I stand, by those words I ari willing to be
judged, and by those words I demand that this
question be adjudicated upon. I need hardly recail
certain occurrences which took place in this House
a year ago when I was compelled to intiniate my
conviction that a ceitaLin notorious indivlidual was
standing on the peak of a veritable continent of

undeveloped r'asality, anl that welicn Uhie was Cx-
pelled froim tis House, the grounil lie took was that
it was very hald that lie should ibe singleId out for
judgmnent wihen there weC tweity' othiers as guilty
ais lhe. This is a new Parliament, a num fiber ofne
imîelibers are asseiibled here, to s e of wlioii these
facts may niot be so well kiown as thev are t ithe
oldlermîemîbersof the House, aund.therefore, .1 pr'opse
to givc these new iembers a chance of clear'ing&t their
skir'ts fromiî 1ol(d scaUdals by referlinîg t somîie formîer
revelations ai by mak iung îthe motion wliich I ama
about to dlo. These iew %%members iave clear and
st rong evidence-evidence stronger than lias ever
beei submitted to any deliberative body withinîmy
knîowleige-with regard to the facts tu which I
refer. Let these hon. mneihers take the chaince nîow.
They will do so if they are wise. If it is any relief to
them to abuse me for wh'lat I have said, tiey may
do that. I have bel(n dipped too oftenî ii the
political Styx to care very mîîuch whîat they say ii
regard to mlne, but I say, like Themistoeles, " Strike,
but hear ime.- Abuse me if you like, but pass
amv Imotioli. It would be in theiir otIw'n interest,
I thîink, tiat those lion. gentlemen should vote for
this motion w'hich lipropose. If vou vote agaiist.
it-ani vou cainot amaend it ; you îmust vote yea
or nay--tlheni you vote that you approve of Min-
isters of the Crown receivinîg bribes, because that
is what these gifts and testimonials amnouit to, you
vote in favour of their having pecuniary relations
whith comtractors or .receiving gifts from contrae-
tors or officials. I do lot preteld to coidemn the
gift whicli may be made to a Miniister by hiis poli-
tical auhnirers, but I do complain iof aiy Minister
recei-ving gifts froui sources suchl as these, sources
froiî whîich lie cannot accept without injury to lis
owi lionour and to the public treasury. It may
be well to consitIer how the cuntry will regard
the action of the supporters of the Goveriiient if
this motion is voted downa. For ai long time the
country has been rather apathctic in regard to
matters that should have stirred the people up,
but now there appears to be a spirit muîoving a11mong
the dry ) bones, anti I tell thlie ho. gentliem oppo-
site that their action in regard to this matter
will be very closely watched. Here you have
a motion forhitding Ministers to receive contri-
butions from contractors and persons of that kind,
and I cannot conjceive lhow any hîonest or honour-
able man can defend the practice of naking such
presents to Ministers of the Crown. Further, the
House lias to consider what is the effect of this on
the outside world. Everyone kniows that our
conduct ini this natter lias attracted a great deal
of unfavourable and hostile criticisma, and I
say thtat, if the. result of this debate shows
that the maajority of the Parlianent of Cai-
ada sees nothing w'rong in Ministers taking bribes,
nîot merely will our reputation, but oui' credit
suffer iii the markets of Europe, and that very
seriously. If the Caiadianx Pailianent-which I
caniot and will nîot believe until I sec the vote
recorded-refuses to declare on this plain question
that they cousider tliat the tr.king of gifts by
Ministers froum those persons who are specified is
improper and ought to be condenmned, all I cau
say is tlhat, as a Canadian, I shall regret the resuilt
and I believe that Canada will become in the eyes
of the world a synîonym for rascality. This vote
cannot be evaded. Hon. gentleiei are bound to
take oie or the other alternative. They cannot
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