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_.principles cf the San Franciszo Charter. Bat they are all conscious of the
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I know that during the last conflict, hundreds of thousands
of Canadians have had eithér a hustand, a socn or a brother engaged in the
armed forces, and that they do not wish the tragsdy of these last years
to repeat itself., There 1s nothing that our fathers and mathers desire
more than the preservation of peace,

The Canadian pecple are not warlike., They have never sought !
war and I em convinced that they will never ssek it. Ws caannot live shut 1
off from the rest of the world., I need not tell you that, on account of ?
the systematic cbstruction by a great poswer, added to its 1ll-will and
frantic embitions, it camot be said that there is security in the world
today. The 1nternational situation is not desperate but 1t “is undoubtedly
sericus,

Of course war is evoidable and I am convinced that if we pursue
the firm polisy which is ours, at present, we shall avoid war. Ve would
show a lack of the most elementary realism were we to consider it an
impossibility. Let us pray that war be spared bty Providence to the men
and wemea of Qur generation and of many more generations to come. Lot us
not forget howevér the wisdcm of ths old saying: "God helps those who
help themselves®,

Facel with this growirg insecurity, all nations who are anxicus
to preserve peacs and gafeguard their democratic and Christian institutions
are.bound to tske together the measures which are essential to avert the
growing menace of totalitarian and imperialistic ccmmunism. The Christian
nations have rot lost hope of seeing, scme dey, the triwmph of the universal

necessity for them, until these ideals finally materialize, to endure their
security through the conclusion of regional pacts such as the Ncxrth
Atlantic Pact.

“As far as' I eam concerned, I an ccnvincsd that the best and rost
gractical msans of preserving the peace is to achieve union betwsen all
peace-loving nations as scon as poss;ble.

It 1s not enough to have righ%t on our side; we must also have
the necessary strength to ersure that it is respecsted. Only union can
provide us with the required strength. Bocause I eam ccnvinced of that,
I deen it ny daty to spare no effort, with my fellow-ccuntrymen as well
as with the goverrments concerned, to obtain the early establishment of
sush a system of alliances.

Ve ds rot went a third world war, Ws wiszh to g0 on living in
peace with those who are dear to us, Ve must do everythirg to avoid a
new catastxophe,

You 21l know that Great Britain, France, Belgium, Holland and
Luxemtourg have =igned the Brussels Treaty. Ycu know that the Brussels
Treaty 18 a guarantee for these members of the Western Uzion, of the
closest political, ezonomic and military co-operation. These Zuropean
nations, weakened by the last war, are no more able to ensure by then-
selves their owa security and the preservation of internaticnal peace
than the United States or Canada alone, This is why it is important to
achieve union of all these nations as scon as possitle through a powerful
systen of collective security.

In that spirit, representatives of Canada, the United States
and the WWestern Union countries have already teea studying for several
months the poseible terms of a North Atlantic Security Pact.

I hope that these talks, now taking place in a cordial
atmosphere will tring about the negotiaticn of a treaty. Ounci» 1its
clauses have been defined, the Canadisn Perliament, a3 far as our couniry
is concerned, will be called upon to accept or reject them. TYou will




