
Lth the achieve]uent of self-government aiid union, Canada could turn to external
D1ations with the Em'pir~e a.nd the world and ta the development of itB nationahood.
Lghting side b-y aide wiith Britain in the First -ïorld .'ar, Canada wus none the
ass arixious to speak for itself in international xuatters, and demanded -- and
Dtained -- a separate sat at the peuce conference and in thie Loeague of îNations.

The 1logical outcome of the growýing importance and independence of the
)minion ini Wîord affaira was reached in th,ý enactment of the Statute of'
,stmiîster, in 1531. This gava statutor'y affect tu the Deoluration made at an~
riperial Conference held in 1926, tho.t the various members of the British
»wiionvieoltli of 71ations vara "autonomous coiwuunities within the BrXtish Empi.re,
jua.l i status, in no wa.y subordinate one8 ti anoDther ini ainy asappct of' their
>mstic or external affýairs.' Thiey% arc united on.ly by a ommen allegiance to
ie Çrowvn.

Fr'ee ta mîake treatiesa nd trade agreements, froc to dolare -,ar or *ta.y
peaç., Canad~a can be as itwendent or Iritain as it cooseDs. Canada, 1ikce

ie other dominions, has a. separate sýisbe of di.plomtic reprusentation. rfhen
LO Second j7or1d .Jar broke out, Canada declared war un Xts own behalf, seveu
.y af'ter the United Kinigdom' s decl.ration. JiitL rapid rjiso to international
iprac andQ advance to the- position of thid-tadinr, nationi in the world,

-nad is ow recognizod by other nations as a coountry in its own rie:ht.


