1970 No. 36 54

ARTICLE 53
Privilege for Communications

Official communications of the Bank shall be accorded by each member
treatment not less favourable than that it accords to the official communica-
tions of any other member.

ARTICLE 54
Immunities and Privileges of Bank Personnel

All governors, directors, alternates, officials and employees of, and
experts performing missions for, the Bank:

(a) shall be immune from legal process with respect to acts performed by
them in their official capacity;

(b) where they are not local citizens or nationals, shall be accorded such
immunities from immigration restrictions, alien registration require-
ments and national service obligations, and such facilities as regards
exchange regulations, as are not less favourable than those accorded
by the member concerned to the representatives, officials and
employees of comparable rank of any other member;

(c) shall be given such repatriation facilities in time of international crisis
as are not less favourable than those accorded by the member con-
cerned to the representatives, officials and employees of comparable
rank of any other member.

ARTICLE 55
Exemption from Taxation

1. The Bank, its assets, property, income and its operations and transac-
tions, shall be exempt from all direct taxation and from all customs duties on
goods imported for its official use.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article, the
Bank will not claim exemption from taxes which are no more than charges
for public utility services.

3. The Bank will not normally claim exemption from excise duties, and
from taxes on the sale of movable and immovable property, which form part
of the price to be paid. Nevertheless, when the Bank is making important
purchases for official use of property on which such duties and taxes have
been charged or are chargeable, members will, whenever possible, make
appropriate administrative arrangements for the remission or return of the
amount of duty or tax.

4. Articles imported under an exemption from customs duties as pro-
vided by paragraph 1 of this Article, or in respect of which a remission or




