
Fully equipped sections of the different AI aircraft are produced in various factories
of the four partniers throughout Europe, which in turn rely on an extensive
worldwide network of systems and structural component suppliers. These sections
are then transported to assembly locations in cither Hamburg for the A321 and A319
and to Toulouse for ail other models.
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The idea of the "Airbus" was conceived as part of an Anglo-French initiative dating

back to early 1965. During this period, air traffic was growing at a much faster pace

than currently being witnessed today. Hawker-Siddley of the UK and Breguet-Nord

of France originally pursued a twin-engine, wide body, short haut aircraft

provisionally named the HBN 100. The idea was later merged with Sud-Aviatiofl's

Galion project to eventually become known as the A300 Airbus. Five German

companies (Messerschmitt, VFW, Siebel, Hamburger Flugzeugbau, and Dornier)

foUlowed with interest the Anglo-French discussions for the proposed. Airbus and late

ini 1966 formed Arbeitsgenieinschaft Airbus (later becanie Deutsche Airbus) to

manage the German share of the design study.

The A300B
Problems associated with the commercial credibility of the A300 threatened the

collapse of the entire project. This lead Henri Ziegler, head of Sud Aviation at the

time, to assemble a smail teamn t secretly and quickly redesign the aircraft utilizing

a significant amount of existing American technology. The original Airbus was,

therefore, rcdefîned from the A300 to the A300B. Turbulence surrounding the

relationship between the original partners would lead to the withdrawal of British
onrupwnm,'-nt çnnnnrt in Anril 1969. ShortIv tbereafter. Germanv and France signed


