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CANADIAN ASSISTANCE TOQ ECONQMIES ~_iN TRANSITION

Stnce the dramatic transformatlon in Central and Eastern

Europe and the former. Soviet Union . began 'in 1989,

~ Canada has provided assistancé to the countries of the -
_region through technical and humanitarian. assistance.
initiatives,
.commercial credits, debt forgrveness and the Canadtant .

programs, multrlateral and . regional,

Nuclear Safety Imtlatxve

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Canada s technical -assistance program 1s desrgned to:
Kz promote democracy;

-® support the transition to market-based eoonomles and C
‘. 1ncrease Canadtan trade and 1nvestment hnks wrth the‘ L

' reglon

'Started as'a modest $1-million program of economic co-* ~_~
- operation - ‘with- Hungary “and Poland. in 1989, - the: -
,techmcal assistance program- is- now" working in- 14~ -
- countries, with more-than 500 projects valued at $150 -
“million. ‘In .each case, Canadian expertise is matched : .

with priority needs identified in consultation ‘with the

. reclptent _government.. Prlorlty sectors' common to the. C ‘ ‘ :

- At the Vancouver Summrt April: 3-4 1993, the Prlme ,
" Minister announced that Canada’s. technical assistance 7
- program to Russia would increase to $150 million over
“. the next ﬁve years The program has six prlormes

region " include . management training, privatization,
macroeconomic reform agrlculture energy -and legal
reform o .

The program emphas1zes practtcal hands -on trammg and -

the transfer of skills and know-how. It stresses people-

to-people-links and grass-roots proy ects that can have an
impact on the lives of citizens. The program draws --
extensively on the diverse language skills and cultural -
- ties .of ethnic communltles in Canada: ‘Assistance funds .
© are used as ‘a catalyst; matching contributions- from
‘ rectptent orgamzatlons and countnes have produced a,

T

. program substantrally larger than Canadran government'

s ~fund1ng alone could sustain..

-Canadas privaté sector "is partlcularly active in' the‘, :
- program,” through contracts to carry out -assistance

projects and through Renarssance Eastern Europe a cost-

. sharing program that helps ‘Canadian firms develop Jomtf
: »~ventures and trade and 1nvestment opportumtles ' -

. The techmcal assrstance program and the humamtanan v L
: “assistance program arée administeréd by the Bureau of
* - Assistance -for Central “and - Eastern’ Europe within

External Affalrs and Internatlonal Trade Canada '

\ FORMER SOVIET UNION

" RUSSIA

Prime .Minister ‘Mulroney launched the Canadian‘j"f""

, technical assistance program with Russia at the London
Economic Summit in July 1991. In the first two years,

‘some 125 prOJects valued ‘at approxrmately $16 mrlhon
have been approved :

1. Energy Canadlan assistance in the energy sector

- focuses on regulatory and legrslatlve advice, energy
business management, _opportunities for - oil "
'exploratlon and development, and improvement of
‘electricity sector utility management. A.newthree-

-+ -year, $15-million strategy, announced in Vancouver,
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