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Even if the current Uruguay Round of GATT succeeds, the centres 
of true power will reside in these groupings, and, at least in 
Europe and possibly North America, the central institutions are 
likely to continue to widen and deepen into more supranational 
legal structures. 

Against this background, it is difficult to perceive of 
multilateralism in the same way that we have done for the past 
several decades. Inherent in the notion of multilateralism as a 
political strategy is the assembly of nation-states in which middle 
powers broker solutions and act as counterweights to the great 
superpowers through the force of their public opinion and moral 
weight. 

But what happens to the concept of the middle power if some key 
middle-power members — countries such as Sweden and Austria 
— become part of a super federation? 

What happens when three great powers and four Economic 
Summit members are part of a grouping with a common foreign 
policy and perhaps military force as well? Is it too fanciful to 
think of a fourth great power or superpower, that is, Russia itself, 
as eventually forming part of the Euro-Asian super state? 
Probably not. 

In this world of larger and expanding economic and political 
spaces, power will be concentrated more and more in the 
groupings and in their common institutions or at the centre of the 
space. 

This is why policies that favour multilateralism, international 
organization and globalism cannot be understood in the same way 
that they were in the era that is now fading before our eyes. 

For one thing, influence will be brought to bear by the Europeans 
primarily at the centre of their space, while in North America 
Canada will need to retain as much leverage and political clout as 
possible to ensure that our voice is heard directly in Washington. 

This is, to my mind, a strong argument for central economic power 
in Canada as a prerequisite to national survival. Regions or units 
exercising decentralized economic power will lack international 


