
IlmporManïR 
mseke Uaes 
• Construction and civil engineer-

ing markets involve equipment 
(investments) or maintenance 
(operations) and include build-
ing, industrial civil engineering, 
construction (roads, maritime 
works, railway lines, electrical 
networks, etc.). 

• In 1983 these markets were val-
ued at $15.6 billion (27 per cent 
of total open markets). 

• There is no significant foreign 
penetration because of the 
nature of the activity which is 
difficult to export, and because 
of the French firms' interna-
tional position in this sector. 

• Markets can be entered 
through adjudication (a method 
rarely used today), competitive 
bidding or negotiated con-
tracts. Each of these legal 
procedures are publicized. 

Mazke kernds 
• The most important activities 

are urban equipment, energy 
and roads. 

• In the next five years, the sec-
tor will experience a very small 
rate of growth (1.6 per cent per 
year), particularly in the civil 
engineering sector where there 
will be no growth. 

• There will be a marked reduction 
in the operations of national 
corporations (down 4.5 per cent 
until 1991), particularly those in 
the energy sector where demands 
should decrease by 7.5 per cent 
per year. 

• Major projects planned for this 
sector over the next five years: 
- the reprocessing of nuclear 

fuels from The Hague; 
- building the English Channel 

tunnel; 
- the construction of the TGV 

(HIGH-SPEED TRAIN) 
Atlantic; 

- building treatment plants 
along the French coastline; 

- setting up cable video-
communications networks. 

AddnIonaEl 
hUormeon 
Contact Richard Lecoq, regional 
officer for this sector, Canadian 
Embassy, Paris, France 
Tel: (011.33.1) 47.23.01.01. 

Useu[l addrresses 
Association française de 

normalisation (AFNOR) 
Tour Europe 
92080 Paris-La Défense Cedex 7 
Tel: (1) 42.91.55.55 

Centre scientifique et technique 
du bâtiment (CSTB) 

4, avenue du Recteur Poincaré 
75782 Paris Cedex 16 
Tel: (1) 45.24.43.02 

Union des Groupements d'achats 
publics (UGAP) 

Tour Paris-Lyon 
209, rue de Bercy 
75585 Paris Cedex 16 
Tel: (1) 40.02.77.00 

• 


