
The Cure of the Insane Pendig Commit-
m t:As ene of the first steps in its work

fiir tule improvemient iu miethodaý of dealing
with titi mientally unsound, the Illinois
S-ociety for Mental Hlygiene has published
a pamphfllet prepared under its direction by
Dr. Addisoni Bye, entitled "The Gare
of' the Insane Pending Comritment." The
stud(y dleals withi condiîtions iu Cook couin-
ty, Illinois.

0f the 2,000 patients judged insane last
ye.4r ini Cook county, Illinois, 1,259 wert
brouglit in byv the police and 597 liad been
vorifined in police stations. In ail these

caeDr. Bybee indicaites, the patient was
deait with by malchiner>' created for crini-
mals, nect for sick persons. The accomio-
dIation in inost of the polie stations were
foundi to bie repulsive and uinsuited te the
care of the insane.

Dr. Bybee, besides pointing out special
deficieneies in the treatnient accerded the
nientaily iuisound during the preess ef
Voymmitnient, eontends that the entire the-
or>' nnderIying, the process i4 absurd. "It
la surely unscientifie," lie says, "for legal
authorities to diagnose mental disease.
There wiIl always be the legal side to coin-
mnitrients, ais thiere is to quarantîne and
othevr ýafmiar(Is te publie hiealth, yet we
do0 not subjeet the man who hias smalipox
or the b)ubonic plague te the erdeal of
having a judge and jury pass upon hinm
lui to whiether hie is suffering frein noxious
disease and should have proper care. We
wouldl fot dlare te subinit the care of the
piublic health te laymnen, and yet we slo-w
ak Jidge and jury unskilled in the science
of' iedicýine te pass upon a mian 's sanit>'."

Dr. Bybee cites qeveral cases in whieh
the couirt's disposition, frein the medical
point of view, reve-aled bad management.
These were cases in the early stages, in
whicli stages hespital care lias its bet re-
suits. The patients were subjected te the
methlodas used in dispesiug ef offeuders
against the law, and it was evideut that
their di-,isil was regarded by judge, b>'-
staud(ers and f riendas as nets ef clemene>'.
"It wvas net relzd"says Dr. Bybee,
1that the best chance or recover>' wss be-

lng wÎthheld f rom these sufferers, &
ef whom were sent back te the custo
impreper perseons and in somie cases
coule a nuisance te themscîves and où

Thte Borie Acid Danger: James Sc%
T/te Sanîtary Record, points eut thý
professional controversies ait preseni
ing round the subjeet of borie aei~d
food preservative have praeticaily asn
the dimensions of an intellectuai wa
Outsiders must look on, lie says, an
der what are the merits aud denier
this remarkable borie or boraec acid
twe names signify ihie saine subsa
the manifestations ot which, eue won
cusably think, ouglit not te so stra
puzzle the doctors and analy8sa

In view ef this agitation and iti
auce iu a dietetie direction, it wifl
while te make a direct acquainta
the characterlsties and corfpositioic
acid. It hias its enÎgin lu a dulI1 gr
der called boron, whichi whien tient
and leaves behind it an oxide ot
that is borie acid. The oxygen o
combines with the residue te fen
ide.


