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12.8 cents, while in 1915 the average price was 13.23 cents,
which is a seeming decrease; but it must be borne in mind
that the normal price of the metal is between 5 and 6 cents,
and that the prices of 1915 were due to a “corner” and the
shutting-off of the usual sources of supply, so that the
present prices must be very acceptable to the producer.

Preliminary figures would indicate that the output of
zinc in 1916 was more than two and a half times what it
was in 1915, the previous record year. Increased produc-
tion has been nearly general in all the zinc-producing dis-
tricts.

The various metals and their production are reviewed
in detail later in this report, but it might be noted here that
the following table shows the gross value of the metallic
minerals recovered in 1916 as being $32,754,353, which
represents an increase over the year 1915 of nearly $12,000,-
000, a percentage increase of about 57.8 per cent., which is
certainly a matter of congratulation.

It might further be pointed out that the metalliferous
output for 1915 was the greatest in the history of mining
in the province up to that date, being more than 10 per cent.
greater than in the former record year of 1912.

There seems to have been an increased production this
year in all the metal values except gold.

There are also increases in both the coal and coke pro-
ductions as compared with the year 1915.

As far as can be ascertained as yet, there is a slight
decrease in the item of building materials, due to the cessa-
tion of building operations in the larger cities.

As might be expected with a large increase in the
amount of metalliferous minerals produced, the tonnage of
ore mined in the province in 1916 also constitutes a record,
amounting to about 3,200,000 tons, as compared with
2,690,110 in 1915.

Mineral Production for Two Years, 1915-1916.

The following table shows the quantities and value of
the several minerals produced in the year 1915, and the
estimated production in 1916. It may here be explained
that the prices used in calculating the estimated value for
1916 of silver, lead, copper, and zinc are the average prices
for the year, as published in The Engineering and Mining
Journal, New York, less a deduction of 5 per cent. off silver,
10 per cent. off lead, and 15 per cent. off zinc.

Production, 1915 Estimated Production, 19186.

Quantity Value Quantity Value Increase
Gold, placer ..... .oouveenss L TI0000N e $ 575,000 *$ 195,000
lode..... 0z, 260,021 5,167,934 232,909 4,814,229 353,706
............... $ 5,987,984 .......... § 5,389,220 *$ 548,706
3,366,606 1,588,991 3,366,205 2,099,838 510,847
46,603,590 1,989,200 52,242,183 8,186:778 1,247,673
56,918,406 9,835,600 67,757,075 18,429,924 8,594,424
12,982,440 1,460,524 83,634,829 3,648,689 2,188,060
Total value of S —
metalliferous. .. ....oo0ees $20,762,149 . iiuveries $32,754,358 $11,092,204
Coal, tons
2,240 lbs. 1,611,129 5,638,962 2,026,672 7,098,362 1,454,400
Coke, tons, :
2,240 1bs. 246,871 1,475,226 270,476 1,622,850 147,624
Building materials,
B0, vies s viva v e v s b S BT e 1,600,000 * 71,181
Total value of —_— NeS
production .... cesessesos $20,447,608 ....... ve. $42,070,656 $18,528.047

*Decrease

Some detailed int:ormation from this bulletin will be found
under heading “Mining Throughout British Columbia,” in
this issue.

The award of $1,700,000 514 per cent. arrears of tax
certificates of the City of Vancouver to the Lumbermen’s
Trust Company of Portland, Oregon, at 98.51 and accrued
interest has been cancelled by the Municipal Council and
reawarded to the next highest bidder, Messrs. Spitzer;
Rorick: & Co., Toledo, Ohio, at 97.75 and accrued interest:
The reason for the cancellation is stated to be that the
Portland firm wanted more time than was deemed neces-
sary by the Council. A
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