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ture, the development of mining resources, the conserva-
tion of wide areas being too rapidly deforested, the disposal
of the effete materials of growing urban populations or the
preservation of the public health through every avenue of
medical science, the goal is the same. Ever and every-
where is it salus populi, suprema lex / We are aware that
political economy is not wholly dead, even in univer-
sity circles, which limits the functions of a State University
to those branches of education declared most important a
century ago; but if the authority of age is an argument,
surely, as elsewhere referred to, Medicine, whose needs
have ever been most pressing, may demand a first and
most prominent place in any system of University educa-
tion presuming to be called national. This being the case,
everyone must view with pleasure the recent step in ad-
vance which Toronto University is taking, however im-
perfect the actual practical recognition of the new Faculty
by the University may be. Everywhere, however, even
in the air, Forces are at work, which, like ashes borne
from the belching crater of some antipodean volcano, tell
of seismic disturbances, world-wide in character, which
are shaking to the very centre the time-honoured methods
of world-renowned seats of learning both in Britain and
on the Continent, Were anything more required to illus-
trate the mighty influence which a University with a strong
Medical Faculty exerts, we have but to recall the history
of the first years of the present century, Darwin went in
1825 to Edinburgh to study Medicine, similarly as did many
other English students, who, in succeeding years, have be-
come eminent. Liston and at his death Syme were in
succession seduced from the alma mater which brought
them fame—even as they gave glory to her—to the chair
of Surgery in the new London University ; while to the
schools of Paris, brilliant with a glory born of the
Renaissance, Syme went from his native Scottish University
to gain yet wider anatomical and surgical knowledge under
the Louis, and Langenbecks, only to return to Edinburgh
to gain credit and fame, which half a century has not in
any degree dimmed. But enough has been said to make
it evident that every University which at the present day
aspires to high importance and influence, must possess,
in the closest relationship, Faculties not alone of Medicine
but also of those sciences wherein are developed men who
in after years will add not alone to the material prosperity
of the country, but also to that lustre of individual success
and personal merit, whose radiance attracts foreign as well
as more limited attention to the centre from which light
comes.

It will not be difficult to gather from our previous
remarks the direction toward which, in our opinion, the
studies of those proceeding to graduation in Medicine
should tend. Both in Edinburgh and London University,
matriculation in Arts is a prerequisite to the study of
Medicine. Latin, and at least one of the three subjects,
French, German and Greek, are required ; and while, in
themselves, of the greatest importance, they are of value
as indicating a general culture and ability to enter upon
the work for the Preliminary in Science examination, which
includes Chemistry, Biology, Zoology and Botany, and
Physics.  4d eundem from the Science Faculty is also per-
mitted. The curriculum of our University Medical
Faculty is practically the same as the above, and is, we
imagine, very thoroughly taught as far as appliances,
space, and the time for lectures permit. There is much
interest attaching to the question of the amount of time
that should be devoted to the study of these subjects by
the prospective physician. As it is absurb to suppose that
the raw matriculant from a High School can absorb, in
the six months of his First year’s course, such an amount of
knowledge of Chemistry, Electricity, Heat and Light,
Botany and Zoology as can be of much use to him practi-
cally or give him any lasting interest in them, there
seems to be but one conclusion to be arrived at, viz. ; that
the future physician must either remain a longer time in
the High School and take one or more year’s courses in
these subjects, or that a university degree in Science be
made the only matriculation in Medicine. A longer course,
as that in L’Ecole de la Médicine of Paris, would serve a
similar purpose. We are perfectly well aware that the
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