we] l-be

‘ Ohl'iste Tansfo

JoLy 24, 1896,

spea W: srea as yet? 119wever, far too provincial. We tl}ink,
g"e&h;esn act provincially. There are elements of a national
Tequire ;» of power and pf orestige among us, bqt} they
a6 to b (;Velopmenb, combination and concentration if they
nee actors in the sum of our national unity. We all
& broader outlook, a widening of view, a deepening of
on the great questions which affect us not only
only forag‘ly but na.tionally.' We a,re'buil(lers bu.ildiug not
Nation e but for eterr.uty;.:md in th(.e rpa.k'mg of'a.ny
aud b"oa,(ﬁ the conduct of individuals, mul‘blphetl mdefimte_ly
Mora] Y considered as a whole, which determines its
orth.
of 003(};8 Individual,“the family, the state, with the standards
uct of the two first, lies all the responsibility for the
0g of the nation.

Patriogic n\(?)‘t; think that as Canadians we are sut’ﬁci‘encly
50t of gy " e are loyal—intensely loyal to the particular
Which we b i which we call home, or to the province to
“wi Soule ong. A,l’ﬂd too, there are probably few among us
8m ip ghe :ﬁ dead ” as never to have felt a glow of enthusi-
Probably, § ought of the future of their country, but mosb
&Vou[:-orfl ts}(: Qlomg, they ha,ve made a men_ba.l reseryaptmn
ave full elr own particular corner of'lg. .Unml then
lationg) 'ﬂ‘l y realized our glorious possibilities from a
gragp th,e cO & provineial standpoint, we have not begun to

OSeloqceptlon of the golden fu'ture befor? us.
Dation g J Interwoven, however, with the history of any
2re those silken strands of individual life and charac-

thoughs
Provinei

T w .
the f&}{)lsih ) .“ n the roaring loom of time,” serve to give to
&tiona,lc 16s colour, form and purpose. And the web of our

e¥es of bS:Stlny which, day by day is unfolding before the
Patient, | world, contains muny a golden thread of quiet,
the ﬁni,sho(‘img service, the value and worth of which, like
Teameq ed pattern of the tapestry weavers of old, is not
N b}?f by the worker.
have a hj . ma‘k‘i“g of any nation the women of that nation
thoge fa_lg and holy calling. And from the very outset
thejp huls ful and loyal souls who went bravely forth with
Pine foreg:nds’ sons or brothers into untrodden paths of the
needy an. S or W'hO, for the love of Christ,ministered to His
Oup deepeS;PemShmg children in His name, have commanded
adian wVenera.mon. and respect. I am sure that we, as
Y8 £5 peg, dOmen, are justly proud of our foremothers. We
bl'ave énd the stories of their early pioneer days, of their
Bm ypge \wrance of hardship in privation, and of their hero-
U Clrcumstances of danger.

ing tl:)erfth‘? most part they laboured that we might enter
they fu.mglmt of their labours. In loving their homes and

Ster 188, they loved and served their adopted country
faithfu n:-n bhe},’ knew. We, who to-day, because of their
ledges andss, enjoy a wider, broader life, who possess privi-
they toileq lllxm:les of which they never dreamed, but which
pon tg 4 o %0 win for us, have also, like them, a sacred mis-
buﬂders §1§Who are to come after us—like them we are
buildet,}{ h he Good Book tells us that “ every wise woman

ber hangg house, but the foolish plucketh it down with

8 the ne of the most wonderful signs of the tim>s
B gy ppeotd © the principles of co-operatioon. It would be
® You 8 16 would be wearisome for me to point out
(I}\?")Pera,tion Ousand and one ways in which this principle of
Ationg) Co 18 carried out, Each component part of the
th 1t ang it:";ml of women is in itself an illustration of this
cove Pl'&cbica.lls i))nly hecessary to consider in the instances
¢ "oty o Y brought bofore us that most wonderful dis-
OPOI]ary\Wg 48e—woman’s discovery of herself—and its
“W We are ;ﬁa’n 8 dlscovery of the other woman. )
hat i the often asked individually, and as societies,
1 you ameanmg of the Woman’s Council 1 ”
h e fy)) p’;iwer that question fully 1 Can It )
Stopr Mt of the IE])OSe and significance of it lies hidden in
" ternal Father of us all ; we who are in the
w:;)f th'ebwork and routine have, as it were,
ang Jmly o0 7O €80 but guess at its breadth of meaning,
Pﬁg},wltsh(}fd’assl‘:l:: me of the possibilities which it may, 8,

sing,in Hj 1 t accom-
V?“turegt: His own good time,shall, ye

. & l&l] wo

neceSSary

strGSg

N 0 nf;me some of these } I see, the(ril: fti.!‘SG,
Cotar ; manhood, race distinetion, clags distinc:
¢ st ih“-)bolet'h fused ,into one hm‘mon’ious wht_)l?,un'
oug,- g Whose GT]I(;]g and transmutig power of the spirit of
Dot onlo "> ever in t,lf n .R"le we seek to follow and to carry
Ring, Y in thig .00 Yisterhood, the comradeship of women,

of the b our land byt, the world over, I see the begin-
°therhood of man. T see wrc;ngs righted and
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peaceful victories won by the overwhelming fovce of righte-
ous convictions worked out by an enlightened public senti-
ment.. I see not more mother love —for Canadian mothers
are devoted mothers—but more mother-wisdom, as we study
together how to make the most and the very best of the
precious lives committed to our care. Home making, char-
acter building, centralization of effort, only that it may flow
out in ever-widening circles of blessing to the world. T see
women everywhere lifting up higher standards of true liv-
ing and moral worth, and as they investigate the causes
which lead to the poverty and oppression of their less fav-
oured sisters, learning with shame and deep contrition how
greatly their own unthinking selfishness and indifference,
and the arrogance of their utter disregard for the comfort of
lives which ministers to them, has added to the weight of
these very same burdens which now they seek to unbind from
the shoulders of those who plod wearily along life’s dusty
highway. 1 see them studying the correlation of certain
social conditions to the laws by which these conditions are
sought to be controlled,and fearlessly condemning these man-
made laws where they are defective, and as in course of
time the true nature of the evils, which now lurk in secret
places, with those also which flaunt so defiantly in the very
faces of Canadian people—as these are seen in all their hide-
ousness by those of us women who have not hitherto enquir-
ed much into the matter ; T see —and may God speed the
day ! —the Canadian home and the Canadian nation alike
freed from the shadow and the blight of a legalized drink
tratfic.

I see all things lovely and pure and of a good report,
fogstered and helped upward and onward by our united effort
and influence so that the budding genius of the nation
shall expand in song and story, and art and science shall
alike flourish.

And thus, in the days to come, when there shall be in
all matters of state, as well as those of home, “Two heads
in council, two beside the hearth ; two in the tangled busi-
ness of the world,” it shall come to pass that men will won-
der how it was that not so very long ago they should have
classed their women (politically) with idiots and lunatics,
criminals and paupers, and under pretence of carrying all
the burden of the state, should have, through very inadver-
tence in many cases, left them to grapple with wrongs arising
from unjust or clumsy legislation.

All this and more may be—yes, shall be—if we are
but true to ourselves and to our responsibility. But there
must be a word of warning also. We must not dare to
trust in the strength of our organization, however great ;
nor the prestige of its power and influence however widely
known or felt. Only so far as each individual member of
all the widely different societies of which our National
Council of Women is comprised is true to the highest and
best that is in her, is humbly and reverently and determin-
edly anxious to have all she possibly can of God’s purpose
for her in life—only so long as we are true and loyal to our
God and to each other can we hope to do and dare for
Canada.

Beloved friends, into every life there come supreme
moments—crises, as it were, of our being, fraught with great
and momentous issues for weal and for woe.

The Woman’s Council is, as it were, on trial before the
whole of Canada. It isin our power to make of it what we
will. When the testing time comes at some future dark hour
of our country’s need may it be said of each of us as of one
of old to whom much was forgiven, “She hath done what
she could.”

Let us live for our chiidren, for our homes, and above
all for our beloved country. Let us not rest content until
into the very fibre of our national being we have woven such
standards of truth and honour that we shall be known
in all the wide earth as a people fearing God and loving
righteousness.

Stand fast, then, Canadian women, good and. true !
Dare to stand fast for your God-given right to be inspira-
tion of the manhood of the nation, the true Queens and.
chosen help meets of its lonely homes.

Only be strong of heart and true of purpose.

¢ Honour Canadian heart and home and name

This time—which yet shall glow
Till all nations know

Us for & patriotic people, heart and hant.i, )
Loyal to gur native earth, our own Canadian Land.’

EpitH J. ARCHIBALD.



