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anew Act was passed coneerning the separa-
tion of goods @ in 1878 (July 27) new regula-
tions were made concerning warried women’s
right to a shave in the property @ and finally,
In 1889, another Act concerning separation of
goods and marriage settlements—all these to
the advantage of women.”

The question of the property of a married
couple is at present arranged on the general
principle that all preperty is owned jointly by
husband and wife; of the personal estate,
goods and chattels, each is entitled to equal
shares ; if landed property in town, or of vhat

acquired after
This is called the

in the country, which is
marriage, cach owns half
“arriage right.”

There are certain exceptions covering what
i3 regarded as sepavate property of husband
and wife, all of which look towards justice to
both parties. The value of the whole legisla-
tion is, however, greatly depreciated by the
still remaining law that makes a wife a ward
of her husband.  ** As soon as the ceremony
has been perforined the husband is the natural
guardian of his wife, is responsible for her,
and manages their property.”  This clause
prevents married women from managing the
property, which according to law, is their own.
The hushand may manage and even spend
aceording to his pleasure, not only his wife’s
legal sharve in the commoen property, but also
her special belongings.  Only where landed
property is concerned, the consent of the wife
to Its disposal Leeomes necessary.

“In consequence of this guardianship of
the husband, it not scldom happens that, cven
when it was the wife who brought the moeney
into the house, the husband is considered the
sole aud rightful owner of it, and that what-
ever she for the housekeeping
expenses is considered almost a gift.”

The abuses of the law g¢iving the guardian-
ship of the wife to the hushand, have of late
years attracted the attention of the legislators,
There already exist several exceptions to the
guardianship.

receives

Of yreater importance to women is, how-
ever, the settles  ““ That
married women are entitled to manage what-
ever they carn by means of their work.”  This
paragraph in the statutes of 1889 relates only

recent law which

to those marriages which have been contracted
since the 1s: January, 1890, when the law
came into force.

As might be supposed, this reform concerns
chietly the wives of workingmen. Thanks to
this law, no husband can, as was formerly the
case, draw his wife's wages from her employer.
““The idea of man heing the absolute master
of the house,” remarks our record, **is deeply
rooted in the popular mind, therefore it will
probably be some tine before the new law will
be everywhere known and acted upon ; but it
is sure In time to be a blessing to many a
home "—a very pertinent comment on the
attitude of some of our legislators who insist
that the people should first formulate and ask
for reforms, and then the legislators act, be-
cause otherwise laws will not be supported,
overlooking the fact that the great imass of the
poople have neither the leisure nor the know.
ledge to enable them to consider carefully
the great issues involved in human progeess,
and, as a rule, are tied down willingly by the
bowds of use and castom, particularly where
use and custom minister to their own per-
sonal power or authority, as in the cases
of the relation of wives and husbands, mas-
ters and servants,
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In the matter of ante-nuptial agrectents
in Finland, much advance has been made in
favour of women legally, but use and prejudice
continus to obviate their uscfuluess in a yreat
desree.
thus:

On this head the vecord speaks
““In the statutes of 1389, the law on
ante-nuptial marriage agreenents was altered
to the advantage of the wife, By means of
ante-nuptial agreements 4 woman may how
uot only retain as her special property what-
ever she possassed hef e warriage, and what-
ever she way after marriage have inherited,
received as a gift, or legacy ; but she niay also
reserve for herself ths right of taking charge
of and managing her own property and the
income thereof (It is to be observed that
such agreement does not cover any joint pro-
perty of husbhand and wife, neither of land,
money in a bank, nor goods and chattels, ¢ven
though these may have coms into the joint
catate with the wife.) Women have not, how-
ever, often secured themselves by this new law,
The reasons are not common to Finnish
women only.  They are thus stated: * Women
generally fecl as if hy requiring previous
agreements they showed lack of confidence in
their  future hushands. Secondly :  Many
women are still iguorant of this lav and there-
fore neglect profiting by it. Thirdly: Women
often lack the courage of so doing  be ause
the making of such
sevoeral ofticial forins.

agreswents  reqguires
The contracts must be
mads in writing, must be prepared before the
wmarriage ceremony, and the documents he
ready to be shown to the clergyman who is t
perform the ceremony, and whose duty it is to
sign thesé docunimts, which wust be,
over, signed by two other witnesses,

niore-

Within a certain time the documents must
further b2 delivered to a court of Jjustice and
certified. It is not to be wondered at that all
these forms and ceremonies are disagrecable to
the woman about to be married. Especially
must this be so when we further consider that,
in the majority of cases, at least at present,
the young woman will be conscious of, at any
rate, an overt disapprobation of her action oy
the part of members of the two families or
others whose ideas are governed by precedent.
“But eveu the strictest settlements,”’ it is fur-
ther remarked “ are not enough to completely
protect the financial position of the wife. On
aceount of hix wardship, an unscrupulous hus-
band is still able to get at the property ex-
clusively settled on his wife ;7 the law of 1889
says that “in case a hushand, without the con-
sent of his wife, wastes or pawns the capital or
personal property settled on her, she, when
granted separation of goods, has the same right
as his other ereditors, who sue for the recuyery
of their loan !

The relations between the Finnish husband
and wife are decided entirely by the husband ;
his opinion is law in every squestion concern-
ing the children ; thg place of the family
abole ; their education and future carcer are
for his decision, and from it, however distaste-
ful, the wife and mother has no appeal.

The law of divorce in Finland seems to be
well  considered and based on just grounds,
except in so far as thas the equal guilt of the
sexces is not legally acknowledged. Adultery,
proof of which must be absolute both as to
time, place and person, frees the innocent
purty from the marriage bond, Adultery,
after the batrothal, but before the marriage,
committed with some one else, frees the in-
nocent party, on his or hee demand. But if




