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quite justifiable interest in the personality of every indi-
viduai who bag inftueneed thought in his day ; and to
niieet the demaiid for this special kind of information the
press is constantly pouring eut a strearn of books. So we
have, in evor increasing numbers, biographies, memoirs,
rernlniscences and histories that give prouiinence te the
private life and habits of statesmen and warriors.

The causes of this wide.sipread interest are flot far to
seek. " A great thing," Lord Beaconsfield maires one
of his berces of fiction Ray, Ilis a great book ; but greater
than ail is the talle of a great man." [t is an epigrammic
way of expressing the direct force with which spoken
wordà, accoînpanied by ail the aida of glance, geature,
intonation and perHenal influence, appeal te the hearer
and carry witb themi a power of persuasion impossible to
the same things Raid in a book. We are interested ini a
certain book. One day we meet the author, study hie
features, listexi to his voice. When we read that bock
again it is witb a redoubled interest and au almeet instinc-
tive tindertauding, as if its author had written expressly
to us. ht is the power of personality, and there is. per-
haps, ne influence comparable to the influenoe one human
creature rnay exert over another.

The influence of the man of letters is increaeed as the
circe eof his readers wide(ns. There are tow people who do flot
read some form cf literature at preaent. Thie je the age in
which we reine on other mens thoughts, and the accumu-
lated wisdom of the ages must lie offered to the mass of
readers in a diiuted forai. Net the rich nor the wise and
iearned alone are suppiied with books. Frorn the illus-
trated newspaper te the costly folio, frein the sensational
tnevel te the laet profossorial account of the enigin ef
being, there le materiai. for every class of readers. The
general taste for reading, the cheapnesa of book% and their
numbers have increased inzalculably the popular interest
in the lives of distinguished iiterary men.

But perbaps the mmon potent cause of thîs hero-wor-
sbip (or is it the ( ffect 1) iiite ho found in the. social dis-
tinction wbicb, in America especially, falis te the share of
the successfuil lteraeur. There has been a great advance
in the statue of the author Rince the tirne when Sain John-
son ate behind a screen in his patben's dining-room
because bis clothos were tee shabby for the dinner-table.
No Ohatterton of this age findH the ilitsef the lite which
ie lias chosen se unendurable that lie takes the last way
te end theai. There are ne Otways and Savages dying in
abject pover~y witbeut consideration or hope et remern-
brance. We read cf the. miseriosi of Grub Street with
rnuch the sanie rotnoteness of interest as is accorded the
perils and adventures ef the Vikings or the ultimate fate
ef the lest ten tribes ef Isirael. Those conditions are past,
nover te be revived. The oxtension of jornalism hias
given the nman et letters an boneet way ef earning hie liv-
ing more effectuai than the offensive patronage of John-
son's time. The humbleet quili-driver cf to-day, if ho is
inilustrieus and hias an ordinarily facile pen, need net
starve ; the author et a volume ef the crudest and meet
eiphemeral poems bas hie circie cf persenal admirera whe
would be insulted at a cemparison of thoîr Osirus with an
able werkman in any bass di8tinguisbed cratt; while the
popular auther if; a sleek, prosperous personage, getting
the Ilhoneurs" that Thackeray predicted for iai, and
"dying in the ois~m et the genteýel." H1e may seldeai
grow very rich, but that le the lot ef the ma jerity in every
profession ; and the better clas of literary workers, like
E1merson and Browning, have souglit and tound sometbing
better than wealth or poputar applause. Il Our calling,"
Thackeray said, Ile only snecred at because it is not well
paid. The world bas ne othor citenion for respoctability.
. . . l)irectly the men of ltters get rich tbey will cene
lu for their ahare et honour tee and a futura writer ini
this riscellany may bo getting ton guineas wbere we get
one, and dlancing ai, Buckinghamî Palace wbile you and
your humble servant, dear Padre~ Franceace, are glad te
amoke our pipes in quiet ever the sanded fleor et the little
D)-," But if Thackeray did net dance at Bucking-
bain, there is a mucb louder ring te bis namo than te the
names of momt of the worthies who did ; and hie confrères
on this aiide of the water get as niuch ef that sort et glory
as they care for. With that nation whore, as oesof its
distinguished authers teIts us, tho leisure ciassalbas itself
been se latety lu the digging lino that it objecte te having
the spfade breught jute the parleur, literary succese meaussocial distinction, The people who received Dickens with
enthusiasm and forgave bis sub8equent caricatures et thent,
bave always had a genuine appreciation ef the value of
bttera, and bave boon quick te bestow substantial marks
et approval on their own mon cf letters. They dpigbt te
honour the man et genius, the retiring scholar, the nove!-
iat who charma, the poet who inspires ; aud every detail
in the lives ef their intellectuel leaders ie et intereet.

LuKE IcRoun.

VARIETY atone gives joy;
l'he sweetest meats the soonoat cloy.

- Prior.
IMAGINATION, whatever may ho said t1o the ceutrary,

wili always hold a place in histery, as trutb does lu
romance. lias net romance been penuod with histony lu
view t-A r8èie HFousaye.

1 nAVE beard that whenever the naine et man le
apoken, the doctrine et immortatity le announced ; it
cîsaves te bis constitution. The mode of It baffles our,
wit, and ne whisper cornes te us fram the otber side.-
EKmerson.

1?ONDEA 1.

SWFET rnUSic thritls the fragrant air
And dwells in dreamy cadence, where,
Alone 1 stand, unheeding al],
Save soulfut tones that softiy fail,
And neach the heart bowed down with cane.

Miet-lîke, the scene befone me thore,
Departe, and now it je a fair
June day, and in each bird's clear caîl

Sweet music t.hrills

A htessedness bey oud ceompare,
A joy, a life unboundod rare,
Possess my seul in breathiese thrallî
Far f rom the crowded, briltiant hall,
Where fields the grace of summer wear,

Sweet music tbritls.
Mentreal. HELEN FAIRBArRN.

TilE POUSIlTIOUN0F CANADA.

N ATION-BUILDING is usually a silow precess. The
growth of European countnies has been the work of

centuries ; the Constitution cf Great Britain itseif has
been the result cf evelution tbrough ages cf inter-necine
etnite or patniotie stnuggie. The United States as it
appears to-day is the coneequenceocf over a hundred years
et expenimont, exporience and even civil war. Canada
bas, however, beon more fortunate. The Colonies as they
existed prier te contedenation were, it le true, hem cof a
combinatien of war and privation and uned in douht and
danger, but the union et 1867 under the broad folds cf
the national emtblem reînoved serions risk and 'enabled
them te enter upon a period cf material developinent and
legisîative improvement. The national heritage thon
pnesented te, or sbertly afterwards acquired by, a people
numhoning but three millions was indeed a vast and noble
posssesion. Witb a territory langer than the United
States ; equatling te day ene-third cf the whole British
Empire ; having the gyreatest extent of coast-line ; the
greatest ceai measures ; the inîst varied distribution ef
precieus and economic mineraIs ; the greatest numben cf
mites cf river and lake navigation ; the widest extent cf
conitenous teret; the nîcat extensive and most valuable
saIt and fresh water lisheries, and probabiy the vasteet and
mnoat fertile districts cf arable and pastoral land upon the
face cf the globe, it is little wonder that the Canadian
people felt they had a country, as Lord Duffenin ha-. put
iL, wenth living for and worth d1inz for.

Leaving the sounding sea, wxtb its vast and valuable
fisheries upon the coaet cf the Maritime Provinces, travel-
ling thnough the historic Province et Quebec, with its
antique yet prosperîty-giving systeai cf slow and sure
cuitivation cf splendid agricultural reseurces ; thon on
tbnougb die groat pivotai Province cf Ontario, witb iLs
prospercus tarins, ita great mines et nickel and bren, and
ite wealtby cities, by the shores or upon the waters et
great lakes that rnay fi ttingly ho called seas ; ou te the
Province cf Manitoba and the vast prairies and golden
whoat-fielde cf the great Nerth-West, over gnound which
centaine untold troasures cf ceaI, or upon rivera teeming
witb overy varioty cf fre8b water fleh; the Rockies are
tlnally reachod, and a brief transition through mountain
grandeur lande the Canadian in the beautiful and favoured
Province et British Columbia.

Even thon we have net touched the fninge et the great
Mackenzie Basin, where, in almoet complote and primeval
ob2curity, lie a million square miles et territory, and
resources rich enough for th ernoe cf a great nation. Acrose
the Canadian hait et the North Amenican conitinent is
indeed a revelation ef naturat riches sncb as can perbapa
ho encountered in ne other part cf the world. A.nd iL waa
te develop this territory, te kuit these great Provinces
together, te promete trade and intercourse, te make Van-
couver the entrepet cf British commerce with the Orient,
te enable Canadians frein the Atlantic te the Pacifie te
bail a united and progressive Dominion, that over a hun-
dred mil lions et money wae epent upen the construction et
the Canadian Pacifie Railway. Who dame say te-day that
it wae meney mis-spent 1 True, criticisin bas heen rame-
pant and epposition powerful, but uotbiug succeede like
succes8, and the 20,000,000 or 30,000,000 bushels et grain
whicb have this year beeau rhipped frein the fertile North -
West te feed the millions ot the Mother Country, le abuse
aufficient compensation for the construction et sncb a great
national and Imperial highway.

The promotion cf trade witb the East is aIse a most
important consideration, and the fast steamship linos now
running hetweeu Vancouver and Japan, the cemiug cou-
necticu with Australia, and the boped.tor swift steamners
between Halifax and Liverpool wilt enable British com-
merce te travel over British soil and undor the British
flag te the furthest conflues of Asia. Iudeed, ne more
prophetie words were evor wnitten than thoso penned by
William H. Seward when Secretany cf State undor Presi-
dent Lincolnu:

IlHaving bts Atlantic seapert at Halifax and bts Pacifie
depet near Vancouven Island, British America weuld iuovi-
Lahly draw te it the commerce et Europe, Asia and the
United States. Thus fromn a mere colonial dependency it
would assume a controlling rank ln the wot-ld. To ber
other nations weuid be tributary; and lu vain would the

United States atternpt te o b er rival, for we eould nover
dispute with ber the possession et the Asiatic commerce,
nor the power wbich that commerce contera."

To-day the C.P.R. je monacing the prosperity cf
Amenican naiînoade, upon whicb were spont twice the capi-
tal and aound whicb hovere the prestige et many yeans'
business and expenience. But competitien is uselesa. The
great natural bigbway et the continent is upen Canadian
soit, and miner roads must necessarily become tributary te
its pregrees.

Precedent te the building cf the Canadian Pacifie was
the Confedenatien of the Provinces. Commoncing wth
Ontaric, Quebec and the Maritime Provinces, under the
gubdiug baud and inspiration cf that patrietic and far-
seebng etatesman, Sir John Macdonald, it was but a few
years hefore the Dominion covered the ground freinecean
te ocoan, and frein the great lakes te the A rctic regions.
Since 1867 the scattered Provinces have bocome a nation:
the besitating people, spread over fan-distant teniitories,
have begua te understand the sentiment cf unity, whble a
maguetic persouality, combined with the aspirations cf a
patniet, have enabled tbe lato great Canadian leader tc
start a ising nation upon the high-road te greatnoss.
Mere ho ceuld net do, and the future dopenda uipon the
will ef a people wbe are now being sorely uljected to
allen interfereuce and internaI doubt and ditliculty. 0f
the matenial prosperity thus secuired within the Dominion,
there eau be lîttie reai doubt, and the fotbowing table will
exhbit Canadian developaient in the meet rnarked mari-
ner:

181;8.
Deposit8 '-iartere-,tbanukg . S32,808, 104
J)teposits.4aviig-4 banks...... ...- 4,360,3192
Letters aad post car s4ent,.. 18,100,000>
Miles of railway ............... 2, 5')22
Receipts from freiglit .......... 12,2 11, 1.58
Fire irîsurance in Canada... 188,359,8091
Total imports and exîertý. 131,027, 532
Export animiais andl jrod o,4s (6,893, 16

lExport cheese.................. 617,35 1

54, 285, 8

13,256i
29,921,78

684,538,378

2 S,( 607,390

9,372,21-2

Th,ýpi ofelutou" trad, bali beon iequitlly groat. In
valua it rose front $1:31,027,532 ln 1868 te $172,405,454
in 1879, whan protection was introduced, and thence
incneased te $-218,384,934 tact year, The experts, wbicb,
bu a new country, are beyond aIl deubt the mogt import-
ant hrancb et ita commerce, increasod in the follcwing
measune :

Total expoirts 1868-72 .... ... ............. 283,410,;,68
1873-77.._,_ .... 33511,828
1878-82 .... ......... ........ 381,402,s88t
1883-87............0a,;'84,877

The aucceeding five years, if averagod, wil mutLa
total cf at Iaast $460,000,000. - ~t

The econombc listory ef Canada je cf groat intorest and
bas penhaps boon the cause et moi-e misreprosontation than
that cf any other country ln the world. Iu 1855 the thon
Provinces ef Canada ontered into a reciprocity troaty witb
the United States by wbich the natural products et each
country were excbanged free cf duty ; any preducts made
free te the Republic being aIse admitted free frein the
Mother Country, axcepting in oe or two cases where an
accidentai preference was given, but immediately reine-
died. The tneaty lasted until 1866, when it was abro-
gated by the United States and nover since ronewed,
although many attempte bave hoon made by the Dominion
Governient te ebtain a modification cf its pinciples
suitod Le the prosent ime. Owing te anl unusual atate et
affaira abroad, great pro4penity eucued to the Canadian
fariner frein the arrangement wbiio iL remajnied lu force.
The Cnimean wan was ne>. yet over wben IL cornmenced,
wbeat was bigher in pnice than ever betere or since, and,
as the 'Yankee would Say, a " gonorat boom" pervaded
the land. Thon followed the local oxpenditure upon the
construction ef the Grand Trunk Railway, and tbe Sepcy
rehellion ln India, while the year 1861 saw Lhe inaugura-
tion cf the terrible civil war wbicb et the Republie ln
twain, took millions frem the filbd and plough, and made
the Canadian fariner comnpletpty ma4ter et the situation.

iL is net, tiieretore, te be wcudered at that recollections
of the reciprocity treaty sheuld still bave a glamoun te the
eyes ef the farinera in the Dominien.

Coufederation tollewed the sudden abrogation et the
treaty, and the fiscal policy et the Government was a tariff
avenaging 171 per cent., levied cbiefly for revenue pur-
poses. This wasalat rigbt while the UJnited States was
reccvering frein the effecte cf the war, but wbeu about
1873 and during the time that tbe Libenals held power, the
Amenicans began te pour cheap goode oveýr the seventeon
per cent. tanial and pnactically cbtaiuod contrel cf Our
makets, wbilst WO wOme debau-red trom theirs by duties
ruuning frein tbirty te forty per cent., the effects accu
hecame evident iu a depression vemy mucb greator than
any prevalent in Other countries. IL was net, theretome,
woudenful that Sir John Macdonald and the Couservative
party sbould bave carriedi the ebections et 1878 upen the
-National Policy " or pnoposed systein of moderate pro-

tection, wblcb iL was lntended 'ahould ho adjusted te the
cbanging cinctlistances et the boum. Since that date
protectioni bas been the plattormnoe the people, andi
undoubtodîy it bas, cOmbimied Nwitb the unbtying effecta of
Sir John' genenal Poîicy, doue imuch te build up the
Dominion, croate Inter-provincial trade and expanti
external commerce. An analysis et the trade under theue
respective policies inaY be of intereat.

ExPORTS 0F THE fBRITISH NORTH-AMFRICAN PROVINCES.
]Reciprocity Perlod 185566.............*$623,922,813~
Revenue tariff 1867.78 ..... .... ..... 841,614,764
Fretective " 1879-9010............. 1,089,469,841


