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privilege that was enjoyed by them. As fair as the welfare
of Arnericani art is concerned, the proceeding may be char-
acterized as "bosh," pure and simple. Lt is merely anr
attempt of certain~ residents of foreign birtb to hold what
they bave obtained and to prevent others from sharing it
with therni. More than this, it is an interference wvtb the
progÏ,ress of musical art here, in preventing valuable addi-
tions to our liirited list of orchestral conductors of the first
rank. It is claimed that capable and fully experienced
conductors can bc obtained in this country ; but, if we
except Theodore Thomnas, it is flot easy te discover where
tbey are to be found ori this side the Atlantic. This interest
in things Arnerican rnanifested by the German musicians
of New York would ie' very praiseworthy if there were any
element of sinceritv in it - b ut as it is, there is a highly
Justifiable suspicion'that the patriotisrn in tbe business is
no more than an efforts on the part of the tg is"»to keep
the IIouts"» from coring in. Only this, and nothing more.
Sirgers, pianists, violinists, and other artists, are accorded
full permissionî to corne hither in order to display their
talents, and why a conductor, whose talent lies in bis skill
in presiding ovel' an orchestra, sbould be denied an equal
opportunity to exercise his gifts, does not appear. A
pianist cornes froi abroad and'performs witbout hindrance.
A conductor, whose instrument is the orchestra, should
surely have the saine rigbt as the pianist to performi on the~
instrument over whose tecèhnical dificulties he bas triumphed.
Ife does flot bring Uice instrumient witb him, but, i coin-
mon with th, pianist, finds it ready for him here. Hie is
an artist in his speeialty, the sane as is the pianist. He
is a performer wbo interprets great orchestral wo'ks upon
tbe instrument called an orchestra. To say tbat be shal
net be allowed to exhibit bis skill because there are others
here wbo eau direct an orchestra, ii equivalent to Lrging
that Von Büîlow shall not be perniitted te play here because
Josetl'y is already here. t is hard to perceive whei'e the
contract labour law touches Herr Nikîsch as a perfornier,
with the orchestra for an instrument, any more thati it
touches'Von Bülow witb the piano. t is merely a matter
of hearing a master artist i the particular art for wbich
he bas gained distinction. If Von Bâlow cau come here
under contract for so many concerts, to afford the musical
public an Opportunity to listeji to a great artist on the piano,
wby cannot Herr Nikiscb corne lbere under contract to
afford the saine public a like opportunity to listen to a
great artist interpretnmîgrasterworks with an orchestra-
the instrument he professes ? Then, ton, the New York
musicians arc troubling tbernselves about a thing that does
flot concern thein; for it is not tbat city, but Bonston, that

iB mmditel iteebtrlinthe matter. Moreover, there

cnprevent lerr Nikisch, or any other conductor, frein
visitin g this country, and, after he bas arrived here,
81gning any nuniber of contracts to conduct any number of
orchestras. The only difcussion tbat could arise is about
the signing of a contract before he came bere.-Bosion
Gazette.
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PoEMis. By Dora Grecnwell. l'The Canterbury Poets."
London: Walter Scott - Toronto : W. J. Gage & Co.

The naine of Dora Greenwell was for many years beloved
by that generation of Engli8b people whicb recognized thb
truth and beauty of Adelaide Procter's verse. Dora Green-
well resembles ber illustrions predeeessor in many ways.
XVilc flot of.sucb distinct literary value, these poems bear
the inipress of a truc spirituality-that attribute whiclb,
more than any etiier, wc look for ini volumes of feminine
verse, and they also testify to the depth and genuineness
of the writer's culture. .hI is pleasant to tbink that this
lîttle volume has nt length found its way te Canadian
readers. Miss Greenwell died in 1882, at Bristol, Eng.,
aged Bixty-onie years, and ber memory will be long cher-
ishied ty hose wlîo value good and enduring verse.

PICKED UJP IN 'THE SIREETS. A [tioîance from the
<h'rnian of H. Schobert. By Mrs. A. L.Witr
Montreal: J. Theo. Robinson.

TIhe above is the title of a very readable romance in the
style of Ouida, but destittute of that authors 'peculiar
charm. The Parisian background is highly tinctured witb
Rustîian sentiment an~d colour, and tbe story is sufficientlY
IIlight " to find acceptance at the bands of the travelling
public.

POLITICAL ORATIONS FROM WENTWORTH TO MACAULAY.
Edited with an introduction by William Clarke.
London: Walter Scott; Toronto: W. J. Gage & Co.

This volume--one of the Il Camnelot Series "-is confined
Cftirely to plitical oratory, and covers, in its quotations, a
period of over three hundred years. Specimens of the
English spoken by Burke, Erskine, William Pitt, Grattan,
Lord 'Cbatbam, Cromwell, Macaulay, Fox and O'Connell
are contained in it, but prohably as interestiflg a speech
as cau be found between its covers is that miade by Peter
Wentworth, spoken Februffiy 8, 1576. Wentworth, a
courageous Puritan, wbo heldly attacked the Crown for
encroacbment on the privileges of the flouse of Commlons,
was, after a long examination, committed to the Tower,
where be was confined for a montb. The book will be
found useful for purposes of reference as well as interestiflg
in perusal. 1$
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THE condition of the veteran author and drainatist,
Xilkie Collins, centrary te expectation, continues te
iînpreve.

TuEi, Royal Colonial lnstitute will sbortly issue a vol-
urne of about fo-ur hundcrecl pa.ges, with eighteen rnaps,
entitled "Tle Dominion of Canada," by the Rev. W'. Parr
Greswell, M. A. (Oxon.>, FRC.S.

PîtcF. H. H-. BoyiEE delivered at Chautauqua recently
an interesting lecture on the French novel. Balzac was
described as the father of the, modemrcalistic school, and
Daudet as the child wvhe rnst honours buei.

MRn. LOIrIL antbologyy, Il Songs of the Great
Doniien," is mneeting with success on both ides of th~e
water. [t is pleasant te record that, in this instance,
patriotismi and energy are net alone their ewn reward.

CANADIAN writers are represented in the August issqies
of periodicals by an article on II <Ottawa " i the Cosmo-
politan, by \V. Blackburn Itarte, of this city, and a rcview
of Dr. Fréchette's verse in the illtant e iMoti y b
Professer Paul Lafleur of McGill UJniversity.

JANiES RussELL LOWELL bias written a syrnpathetic
introduction te a new and beautiful edfitien of the Il Cern-
plete Angler," te be publislied by Little, Brown and Cotn-
pany, Beston. There will be 500 nunbered copies on
Indian paper at $10, and 150 Japan paper at $15.

A WomK on 1,Slang and Its Analogies, Pa.-t and Pres-
ent," by Mr. John S. Fariner, is announced for private
circulation by Messrs. T1. Poulter and Sons. Mr. Farmer
is the author of a somewhat similàr work on Il American.
isms," whicb bas received adverse criticisrn frei he
Amnerican prcss.

ONE Of the rnost successful novels of the ttinie, accord.
ing te English.journials, is Sir Julius Vogel's IlAI). *2000."
A retail dealer in New Zealand cxhausted 500 copio-s in a
few days, and was obliged te cable for 6300 mnere. rhe
book is, apparently, after the pattern cf Edward Bellany's

"Looking Backward."
THiE /)onbjiofl Iitae for -1 îîly 27cb, centains soine

very fine illustrations, notably a group contaiîrîng the
lights of the Geological Survey. Thea periodical is a
lourishing and entertaining one, au'? enters upon i ts third
volume with an increased nunb('r 0f subscribers, andi
every appearance cf selidity.

Mit. DoUGOLAS SLAuii'N, / ~,',iM again ini Caniada,
and will probably visit 'Toronto and the West very 8hortly.
He intends making the tour cf the great lakes, ending at
Chicago, wbence bie will proceed te Scotland, via New
York, baving many engagements in Glasgow and otheî'
Scottisb towns during the autunîn.

THE portrait of Lord Tennyson, in the openiug pages
cf tbe Century, shows a face miuch older and more worn
than recent phobograpbs bave given. A kind of soinbrero
is pushed far back on the bead, and the venerable asppect
altogether is wbat eau hardly, in the course cf nature, bc
considered as inseparable from the age of eighty years.

DR-. MAIIA.FF%-, one of the most brilliant scholars and
professors of bis turne, and author of several very im-
portant works on Greek Literature, is pa8sing tbrougb
Canada, on isi way te Chautauqua Sehool, tlie meeting s of
wbiclî be attends by special invitation. He is Examiner
and Lecturer in Trinity Collegeo, Dublin, in classies, phil-
sopliy, music and moedern languages.

A Itclt'Ni reception gîvefi by -Lady 'iupper, at 97
Cromwell lRoad, London, was numercusly and fashionabîy
attended. Th'e guests were upwards cf five hundred in
nuinber, and indcu leýd Canadians visiting London, as well
as snch notalilities as Mmne. Albani and Mr. Gye, the
Marquis of Lorne, tbe Marquis cf Dufferin, Sir Stafford
and Lady Northcote, the Archbishop of Canterbury and
Mrs. Benson, thîe Baroness and Mir. Burdett-Coutts.

GARtDEN parties in England are apt te be attcnded witb
curicus results. At Mir,. Singleton's the other day-
" Violet Fane " cf literature, drawn by Mallock in bis
"'New Republie '---rugs and matting had te be tbrown
over the danîp grass at Prince's Gate before the guests
could propcrly be entertained. Another garden party-~
one cf the season--was thiat given by Mrs. Hoîniian H-unt
at Fulham. The bouse cf tbe artiast is a beautiful and
elaborate Onie, stored witb al nanner of artistic objects.
A IlMay Morning on Magdalen Towrs " is the titI0 cf
tbe unfinislied picture at present on view in the Fulbam
studio.

LADY DuJ1FERiîN is intending to publisb, tbrougb Mr.
Murray, a selection from a diary kept by bier during bier
residence in India, wbicb wiil bc entitlcd, " Our Vice-
regal Life in India." If thc genial and charnîing writer
only achieves baîf th, success ber talented husband dtid
by the publication cf bis 4% Letters from lligb Latitudes,"
she will accomplish nulch more than the ordinary mortal
dares te expeet. It is, perbaps, toc mucb te hope that
Lord Dufferin shculd give us in bock fcrmn reininiscences
cf bis terni in India. Failing, healtb and the dignitics cf
higb offi ce together preclude Lmbim, but, no deubt, some cf
bis wife'8 experience bas also been bis, and in Canada at
least, the work will be anxiously awaited.

THE following letter appears in the current nufnber cf1
the ASpectaor under the headiug of "John Wesley on the 4
Colonies": SIR,-I bave just come upon a passage in i
Southey's IlLife cf Wesley " wbich seenis te show tbat the 1
doctrine that our Colonies sbould be encouraged te look i
forward te the tme 'when they will be independent of the

Mother Country, is net, as 1 bad imagined, a modern in-
vention of what is coîunonly kiiewn as the Manchester~
sebool of politicians, but was held l)y one cf the iiost
thoroughgoing Tories that ever lived. It will be found at
page 286 of tbe third editioîî, publisbed in 1848, and runis
thus : Colonies are naLurally republican, and wben tboy
are far distant and upon a large scale tbey tend necessarily
as xvell as naturally te separation. Colonies will lie
forrned with a view te this when colonlial policy shall be
better understood. Ilt will bo acknowledged that when a
people eau inaîntain andl defend tbernselves tbey are past
their pupilage." Having regard te the recenit utteî'ances
ascribed te the Goveriior cf the Cape Colony, the quota-
tien îîîay be interestiîîg to those cf your readers who are
as ignorant as nyself, if any such there be. -A arn, sir,
etc., ,IL W. B.

RFADL)NGS' FIM (JURRIeATT LITL'RA TUR.E.

,MA eRIAGE CEItENIONIES OcTE'ri î.ui .

MR. Pit. JACoJý35EN, ini a letter to bis well-knowii
brother, Capt. A. Jacobsen, gives the fol lowing description
of the marriage cerenonies cf the Bilqula cf British
Columibia: An Indian wbo intends 'tenarry, calls upon
bis inteuded wife's parents, and arranges witb thein bow
rnuch be is te pay for perinission te miarry the girl. Arnong
peeple of bigli deseent this is doue by inesseugers, soiie-
times as mauiy as twenty being sent te caîl ou the girl's
father. Tbey are sent by the inan's parents beforo the
young man is cf aqge. fil inany instances botb mn and
girl are net more than eighit or nine yeaî's old. The nies-
sengers go in thîir boats te thîe girl's bouse, and carry on
their negotiations witbout going ashore, where the relatives
of the girl arc standing. The îîîossengers of tbe young
man's parents praise bis excellence and noble descent ; tlie
great exploits cf bis fatîei', grandfathcr, and ancestoî-s
their wars, victeries, and bunting expeditions ; their liber-
ality at festivals, etc. '[heu the girl's relatives praise
the girl and lier ancesters, and thus the 'le gotiations are
carried on. Finally a nunîber cf blankets are thirown
ashore by the niessengers ansd the girl's relatives pretest,
and maintain that the number is net sufficicont te pay foi.
the permission te rnarry the girl, lu ordor to obtain their
consent, new blankets are thrown ashore one by oue, the
mossengers continually naintaining that the price paid iN
tee great. Gcucrally frein twenty te if ty blankcts, ecdi
of the value cf about haif a dollar, are paid.

After this the boy and girl are considoreu engaged.
XVben thîey cerne te be grown up, the young mati bas te
serve a year te bis father-îni-law. 1 le nust fel 1 trees, fetclî
water, fish, sud hunt fer the, latter. l)urirng tItis tirne lie
is called Kos, whichlî imans "eune who wooes." Aftcr a
year bias elapsed, theo marriage is celebrated. At this tinni
great festivals are celobrated. Seven or cight men per-
forin a dance. Tbey wear dancing aprotîs and leggiîîgs,
trimmed witli pufin-beaks, Ihoofs of deer, copper plates,
and belîs. If the groom sbould be a wealtby mani, wbo
bas preseilted te bis wife mîny small copper plates, sueh as
are used as presents te a bride, tîtese are carricd by the
dancers. The singi ng- naster, who beats the druin, starts
a song iu which the dancers ji.Tesn sdu h
miarriage festival is saîng iin unisen, while in ail other
dances eacb darîcer lias bis cwu tune and seng. The irst
danccr wears a ring miade of cedar-bark. lus bair is
strcwn with eaglo down, whicli flics about wlien lio, moves,
and fortes a cloud arounid bis head. T[he groom presents
the first dancer witb a piece cf calice, whicli the latter
tears to pieces, wlîich bie thî'ews down iii front of eacb
bouse cf the village, crying, (c loip" in order te driv-e
away cvii spirits. These 1iecco f calice whicîî ho throws
down in front cf the bouses bave a lucky meaning, and ut
tbe saine tirno express the idea that the groom, when bu
comles te be a wealthy mani, will net forget the inains
cf any bouse when giving a festival. The1 dancers swinîg
their bodies and aris, stainp tlîcîr feet, and show the cop-
per plates to the lookers-on. Thon the bride's father briîîgs
a great number of blankets, genorally double the num ber ofthose hot had received freim the groom, and gi vos them to bis
daugliter. The bride orders a fcw blankets te ho spread
boforo the groom. She sits dewiu, and hoe puts lus baud
upon bier bead. Thenl the groomi is given for each cf the
parts cf bis body eue or moere blaukets. Finally bu is
given a new blanket. After the bride's father lias given a
blanket to ea'chî dancer, and to the druminer, the villagers
are invited te a great feast. At this timie groom and bride
eat for the first time together.

THE ART OF P1ROLONGING LIFE.

LONGEVITY, indecd, bas corne te be regarded as one cf
the grand prizes of human existence, and reason bas again
and again suggested the inquiry wlýether cure or skill cun
increuse the chances of acquiring it, and cati make old age,
when granted, as comfortable anîd bappy as any other stage
of or existence. From very early times the act cf pro.
lcuging life, and the subject cf longcvity, bave engaged the
attention of thinkers and essayists ; and some muy per-
haps centend that these tcpics, adrnittedly fuît cf interest,
have been tboroughly exbausted. Lt is truc that the art
in question bas long been recognized and pructised, but
the science upon whicb it really depends is of quite modern
origin. The French nuturalist, Buffon, believed that if
àccidental causes cculd be excluded, the normal duration cf
buman life would be between ninety and oe u udred years,
and hie suggested that it might bc measured (in animaIs as
well as in man) by the period cf growth, te wbicb it stocd


