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NOTES PROM QUEBEC.

PUBLIC attention ini Ilthe ancient capital," and indeed ail over the, Province

of Quebec, is concentrated just now on the formation of wvhat Frech-i

Canadian politicians are pieased to caîl a IlNational Party'." Of course it

is not a "lNational Party " in the sense of being a party biatiiig the best

interests of the Dominion at heart, and seeking by legitiiate polîtîcal

rnethods to promnote them ; on the contrary, it will lie distiiîctly andl pro-

fessedly an imperium in iin/îeîio, biaving as its cliief axiotîtatic 1 irilluiplu

that a part is very much greater than the wliole. The iîïew 1tarty, if it

should ever attain any degree of vitality, niust, fron the viry iîatuieo of

things, place itself ia antagonisrt to aIl the progressive anti libural intincts

of the Dominion, and it requires but little political sagacity to gange thte

measure of success that is lik-ely to follow the promunlgatint of tlîis iîew

French gospel of retrogyression. For iuany years past li the iîtsî'aiî

minority have liad nothing so per-sistently dintucd iiito tîteir cars as Il our'

laws, our religion, and Ouir languageý," aîîd feeling that pi'acî wiis list for

ail min, ani that the continent was t1uite large enougli for botit nation dIi-

ties, Englislb-spcaking people, under the gentle pressurei' of '' onr- laws,

our religion, and our laniguage," have been steatlily seekiiîg otîter regiois

where tbey would not be liandicapped efither by Fcc 'aad ap ~atlîy
or prejudice. It is safe to Say that not one Eigibsikigpîrsoti ii tit

looks upon the Pî'ovince.of .Qut'bcc as the futture bonte of bis famtily, and

the young mien are steadily leaving u s. If you asic wviy is titis tic answir

is simple. Every openiiîg iii this Province, good, bail, tor iiidiffl'iut, is

fillied by a Frenclh-Canadian, so that if our young mnen were ever so aiixious

to reînaiiî there is niothing for thieni to do. Now, what i4i souglît to bî'

attaiined by a Il National Party " is first of aIl to itolîl thte Province of

Q uebec exclusiveiy for tIte Frenitl-Ciiînadiansi, anti secondly, to use their

politicai influence to doinrate tue other Provinces, and to fill aIl Goverui

nient offices witb mten of like aibus.

If a national proptîgandisin of this character is sustained lîy stroiig

religious prejudices, it practicalîy arîtounits te a conspiracy which woîild

have to be treated like any other conspiracy againist the (,oiiitiiitwî'altl,

that is, of course, on the assuruption that a Commniotwealtht ixistS ; hînt

manifestly a successful Frnîciî-( anatliait Natimnal Party would prove the

death of the Commîionwealth nd tiierefor' te success of thte il Nationîal

Party " would frec tht' Eiîglislt speiîkiiugý tleîîî'îts of C otîfideratitin frontî

an ill-assorted alliance whicli ought nevt'r to liave iute'i t'nt'ni- ifito, tutti

which is less needed to-day by the English titan it ever tvas. 'I'iir arc

educated and thougittful Fretchl-Cankidians4, not nurnerous we admtit, wlio

sec il the end front tue begirîiingiê," and who are zi'aloîisly labouring to stcîn

the torrent of foly that is swct'piitg titcir coîupatriots along to Swift

disaster. The inost prontinent tigurt' ii titis ilevott'd bandi i4 Mr. 1. Israei

Tarte, a jouinalist of eînineitct, aitd a writt'r of coîîspittous aiîilitv ; Ilt,

reprisents thte iîtst side of a badl case', Itut ii Idots it iii liUt('Of studit'd

moderation, aîtd presses lus conistitutioital riglits so lirîttly front bliiitii the

British fiag, tuat you fieli Iaf dispost'd <n forgivi' titi folly ag:îinst NvIiici

hie, in coinpany with Mr. J oly, protests, aîtd wholly iitcliîtet to wisbl that

his fellow-countrymnen were endowed with a incasure of bis thiougltfulncs,,s.

Mr. Tarte is too keen an observer of current evenits, anti too inuti of a

student, to lielieve that the 1?arti nationale could accornplîsbi any good for

bis feilow-countrymneii, and hie therefone addî'esses hiiself to the' task of

showing that the French-Canadians of titis Province have treated tite

Engi ish minority with great consideratioti and unexaipied h beraiity.

\Vith this object in view he wrote a letter to the Mail, andI titat I ntay

put himt fairly on record I shaîl be obiiged to give a soniewhat lengthy
extract, my apology heirîg that tue unatter is one ofcosdrîlitrsta

the prcsent. (Generaily, I wouid say that Mr. 'Iarte's statenuents will not

bear investigatioiîcertainly they will not bear invtestigation iii detail, as

1 shail presentiy show. Mr. Tarte sayg:

ciWe sec hiere what cannot be seen iii any of the other Provinces

counties excî usiveiy French anti Cathiol îc riturni ng itimbers of Parliaîutt'it

who are Engiisb Protestanits. Our Eitghush fellow'-citizeiis forut abotut a

fifth of the population of thie Proviict ' ;Yt't Of tite six MNirtisters whti c

stitute the Provincial Cabinet, two, Mtessrs. Lynch aîud Robtertson, are

represetîtatives of the Englishi Protestant elenîcut. The Irish havi' one

representative in the person of Mr. Flynn, and the FrenciCaiaiaits have

but three representatives. That iii to say, that the Engltslh spt'akîîug popu-

lation, whieh is coniposed of about 2.50,000 seuls, lias as ituanv rî'prveita.

tives in thie Cabinet as have the French Canadiaits wlio xiunitîir 1,250,000.

6Does this look like exclusion ?If we were disposed to estabhish wliat

you are pieased te cal1 the suprenuacy of our race, would we act in sucb a

liberai manne!' ?
"lThe samne proportion exists in the distribtion of public offices. I take

the liberty of laying before you, in your owfl language, these Iines which. I

wrote Soute time ago

"'In the foiiowing tif teen departmients of the Civil Service
The Leg-isiative Counicil;
The Legîs.ýlatîve Assenîlîly

' The Clerk of the Crown in Chancery;
The Law Clcrk;
T'he Lieu tenîîiilttGo vcrnor
rii Te provincial secretary
'Il i c gstrar ;
lThe Attorney-General
Thel~ 'lrcasurier
The 'li Aecountant
t'rown ILands I )cpartnieit

''I)ijtartinttit of Agrictîl turc
I)opartîîuent of Publie Instruction

'' 'lilways

hisjtcct ion of Public Ollices ;

lut t 1105,' hften Iliattelis, of th(- Civil Servioe the salaries of the
Fretei (aiadinemuployés aîîîouiit to $1 10,150, wiîilt the salaries of the
ciqlytof Et'Ilgl isi Origin ainofuiit to $1 2,750 ; titat is to Say, titat our

fellow citiziIs tof lîritish origitt diaw very tucar the xaîf tif the sui paid to
thte oli ci n of Fi-tn nuli-Cattt Iait ex traction.'

A , tîtose facts aitd figures of al kiiol to convîitice you titat, iii protest-

iii g agiti îtst the actioiin of tbe Gi veriii n ott, w c liai in iv w tie cm ain tenance

of thLt suppiisci systeiiî of dlominationi over thte Englisii, andl the desire of
i'stablusliiiig Wvllit thte Mail cails the tyrannîy o! /u mcicîi ? '

T .'arte' uiratw a inarkeld istinictioni whlt he says tliit 1cotinties

exil usi vely Firenich and Catît ol ic r<'tun u ittrn 1irS Of P'arlia î iet who are

Eiiglisu Prt1at. I ay tiicrifore accept ''Ezgl isît P>rotetiants"' as

tlîc inîniority '';but 1 shaîl inake thrî'c coliîiiîs, ani, wvihut givîng

Uni(lut pro iiii mnce to giyn tîcini whio iii igit tno t, cari tii h ave tbir naines

i4cussed iii tii controversy, 1 siîall incrcl(,y ntote thiti lîy the salaies paid,

ho titat at a glance ynur reailcrs iiîay sti' tîtat thie lîlîcrality spiili of lîy

Mr. TPartie lias lut slighit foutndatin ii filet, anti lîanily ally wiîin it is re-

iitinbered thîit inost of the Il iinority "appointiiints wi're mialle long

iicfore tht' prisent '' exclusive iuoveînt'nt '' liad oîigiîîat id aulnig tho

Friiuhî-andiausof this Provinice. 1 havi' eniiliavouri't tii Ic as accurate

as possile iii the aecomîpaîviig liets, htut it i8 irtît aI w:ys easy to collect

dei' iii ite iiiforinationi etîr' thirîiugi t any booitk s ; linwc veirî, so fat- as 1

aiîn aiblec tii judîgi, thie resu Itii art' pi rfctly rel iîail c. itî thc iiaitti ne 1

will se'lect tlîil fior followiiîg impuotrtanit departiniîis frot ' Tarte's list,

andI ask iîni to Show that tlîîri' is a Ilrot(titant in aiiy onît of tbin, vîz.

Attrii'y-Ii'îerlsOllici' ; P'ublic Wnrks4 ; Provincial Secretary's4 Ollice
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These figur'es, s'lccted front Il the Bilue B3ook.4," tell thoir own tat>, and

no arnounit of spî'cial pleading on th> part of Mn. Tarte wilI distuîrb their

daingiitg evidt'nce. Occasionally an Eiugiis rine is te lie found iii .the

iists, itut it dnes net follow that tut' post'ssor iii aut Engli8istnan. Take the

case of Mn. Pn'itîier Ross as an examiple ; thene is île more ardtit Frenîch-

uuan titan 'Mn. Ross, andi few muore hilghly estterîîî'd by the Eîîglish-

speakiuîg riinority. Bnt the state of tiigs titat prevails iii th> Provincial

Govi'rii'ruet prevaiis aIl over titi Province wlîcre thiti ajority is French.

INo Eiiglish neî'd apply " is rigiîlly carried eut in every rîîuuicipality.

Let Mr. Tarte' look at Moiîtreai and its perpetuatl Firernch inayor, notwith-

standing titi' fait duiat the burdin cf tue taxes are> paid by. Protestants,
anid titei le't Iiinti ask, us to cn'ilit lus ft.<lIow-counitryii'nr witi liberality. If
aIl that lias. lîî'n said dots not 1iroduce conviction, thenl turri to titi>Superior
aitî Circuit Courts of Mouttretîl, wh're tlter> are soute thirty-six pensons
eînpioyî'd iii vairious positibns cf the public service. Out of these the>
Prote'stant nuiuoity is rî'presentt'd by two, at ant acgreigate salary of
$1,800. It iii net travellinîg outsicle tue record to say diat three-fourths
of the biusit;ess traîusach'i iii tlîcse courts luelongs to Protestant clients.
Mn. Tarte was neot wiîl advisi'i wvt en lii set up thesge picas on uehlf of
t lihieral treatmient whiclî is binig ieteul eut te tue ininority iii this

Province. The' Protestanîts of Lower Canada are tolerably well sàtisiied
that they have ntiting te lose by a di4ruptioni of existing political
arrangements, aînd thîey will certaitîly not be the ones te stand inii is wAy.

For obvious reasens 1 have flot included the Sipeakor'a salary in this.


