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THE STORM-LIGHTS 0F ANZASCA.
THE main road froint the Lago Maggiore to the western parts

o f Switzerland at one turne man through the valley of Anzasca;
and it was once my fortune to lie detained ail night at a cottage
in one of its wildest defiles, by a storin which rendered îny horses
ungovernable. While leaning upon a bencli, and looking -with
droway curiosity towards the window-for there was no bed
e2ccept my host's, of whichi 1 did not choose to deprive him-I
saw a arnal], faint liglit among the rocks in the distance. 1 at
first conceived that it niight'proceed frein a cottage-window; but
remembering that that part of the mountain was wliolly nin-
habited, and indeed uninhabitable, 1 roused myself, and calling
one of the family, inquired wlîat it meant. Wlaile I spoke the
light suddenly vanised; but in about a minute re-appeared in
another p lace, as if the bearer had gene round some intervening -
rock. Te stri a t that titue rageci with a fury which tlireat-
ened te blow our but, wvith its men and herses, over the moun-
tains; and the night was se intensely dark that the edges of the
horizon were wholly undîstinguishable frein the sky.

"1Tisere it is again 1"said 1. IlWhat is that, in the naine of.
God V"

IIt 15 Lelia's lamp l cried the Yeung man eagerly, who wss a
son of our hast. "lAwake, fatîser! Hoe, Batista 1-Vittorio!1 Lelia
is on the mountains!"I At these cries the whole family sprung up
frein their lair at once, and, crowdiug round the wvindow, fixed
their eayes upon the liglit, which continued te appear, althougli at
long intervals, for a censiderable part of the niglit. 'When inter-
rogated as te the nature of thiÉ mystic lamp, the cottagers made
ne scruple of telling me ail theýy knew, on the sole condition that
I sliould b.e silent when it appeared, ind leave, thein te mark
uninterruptedly the spot wvlere it rested.

To render my story intelligible, it is necessary tosay that the
mininerali and farmers form two distinct classes in the valley of
Ànzasca. The occupation of the farmner, wlihen pursued as a pro-
fession, is reckoned disreputable by the other inhabitants, who
obtain their living by regular industry; and indeed the manners
of the asinerali offer saine excuse for wlsat might otherwise be
reckoned an illibemal prejudîce. They are addicted te dinking,
quarmelsome, everbearing-at one muoment ricli and at another
starving; and in short they are subject te ail the calamities, bath
moral and physical, which beset men whoecau have ne dependence
on the produet af their labour; ranking in this respect with
gamesters, authers, and other vagabonds.

They are, notwithstanding, a fine race of men-brave, hardy,
and'often handsenie. Tliey spend freely wliat tliey win 1l'ightly;
and if one day tbey sleep off their linger, lying like wild animais
basking in the sun, the next, if fortune lias been propitiaus, they
swvagger about, gallant and gay, the lords of the valley. Like
the sons cf God, the mînerali sometimes make love te the
daugliters of men; and, altheugli tbey seldoin possess the hand,
tiey. occasienally teucli the heamt, of the gentle maidens of
Auzasca. If their 'wooing la unsnccessful, there are cernrades
stili wilder than their owa, wliase arias are always open te re-
ceive tlie desperate and the brave. They change the scons, sud
betake theinselves te the higliways tvhen niglits are darli and
travellers unwary; or they enlist under the banners cf, those
megular banditti who rob in thousands, and'whose booty is a pro-
vinas or a kingdom.

Francesco Martelli was the handsonéest gold.seekem in the
valley. He was wild, it is true, but that was thie badge cf his
tribe; and ho made up fer this by se many good qualities, that,
the farmers theinselves-at least such of thein as liad net mar-
riageable daughters-delighted iu his, cempauy. Francesco could

tin balladsa se sweetly and meurnfally, that the old dames leaned
bào in tlie cimuey-corner te weep while he sung. He had that

deep and melancholy vaice which, wheu once beard, lingers la
the ear, and when hoard again, howevem unexpectedly, seoins like
a longing renlized.

There was only eue Young lasa in the valley who lied neyer
heard, thse songa cf Francesco. AUl the ethers, seen cm unseen, on
srome preteit or other, had gratified their curiesity. -The excepz
tien was Lelia, the daugliter cf one cf the richeat farmers ia

Anzasca. Lelia was very Young, belng scarcely sixteen; but la
hier quality of an ouly daughter, 'witli a dewry in expectancy
equal te more than ene theusaud Austrian liras, she attracted'
considemable observation. Rer face, on minute inspection, was
heautiful te abslute perfection; but lier figure, altleugli sym-
metrical, was se petite, and lier manner se shy and girlish, that
slie was thonglit of mare as a chuld than a young wonmm. The
I eiress of eld Niccoli"I was the designation made use of wliea
parents would endeavour te awaken the ambition cf their -sons,
as they ]ooked forward te what iniglit b. soe years hence; but
Lelia, iu lier own person, was a nonentity.

Her mether had dled iu giving lier birth; and for Inany a year the
11f. of the child had been pmeserved, or rather lier death preven tei,
b>' wliat seemed a miracle. Even after the disease, wliatever it.
miglit have been, lied yiolded te the sleepless care of lier father,
slib remained in that state whicli is describr-d in tlie expression
"net unwell"I rather than ia perfect health; althougli thse most
troublesome meusento that remained of lier illness was nothuing
more than a nervous timidity, which. ia a more civilized part cf
the country mîglit have passed far 4elicacy of feeling.

Besides heiag in sanie degmee shut ont frein thse societ>' cf ber
equals b>' this peculiarit>' cf her situation, she was prevented
frein enjeying it by inother. Wliile lier body languisied, the
caltivation of lier mind had advanced. Music, te which she was
passionately attacied, paved thse way for poetry ; and poetry, la
spite of thse doctrines of a certain school you have la England,
unfitted hiem fer association witli the ignorant aud unrefined.-
That Lelia, therefore, lied neyer sought te hear thse ballads cf
Francesco was occasioaed, it ina> reaily bie believed, by notliing
more than an instinctive terrer, mingled wltli the dislike with
which thse naine of one cf tbe ruffian minerali iuspired lier, and,
in truth, she listened te the tales that from time.te time reached
bier ear of thse young gald-seeker, with samewhat cf the vague
and distant interest witli whidli we attend te descriptions of a
beautiful but wild and cruel animal of anether hemispheme.

TIser. came one at last, heweveri te whorn peor Ilelia listened.
She was sitting alone, according te lier usual custoin, at thse
bottein of lier fatber's gardea, singiag, whule she plied ber Irait-
ting-needle, in the soft, lew toue peculiar te lier voice, and beyoad
*whiali it lied ne cempass. Thse oui>' fonce of thse garden at this
place was a belt of shmnbs, which euriclied the border cf thse deep
ravine it overlaeked. At thse bottoin cf this ravine fiowed the
river, rapid. aud yet sullen : and beyend, scarcel>' distant two
hundred yards, a range of preoipitesis clifls alint in thse horizon.
The wild and desolate aspect of thse acene was oversliadoved and
controlled, as it were, b>'. the stern grandeur of tliese ramparts cf
nature; and tlie whole contributed te forai suci a' picture as
amtists travel a thousaud miles to contemplate. Leli, however,
hll looked upon it frein childboad. It had neyer been. forced
upon lier imagination b>' contrast, for slie lied never travelled
live, miles frein lier father's hause, and she continned te kait, and
sing, and dreain, without even raising lier layes.

Hem veice was maýrel>' Ieud enougli te lie canglit by the echoes of
the opposite rocks; althougli sametimes it did liappen that, carried
away b>' enthusiasai, she, preduced a tons whicli was repeated
b>' thse faim>' minstrels cf thse glen. On thse prosent occasion she
listened with surprise te a sinsilar effect, for lier veice lied died
almost la a whisper. She sang another stauza in a louder key.
Thse challenge was accepted ; and a ricli sweet volas took up thse
strain cf liem favourite ballad wliere she hll dmopped it. Lelia's
first impulse was te fiee; lier second, te sit still and watcb for a
renewal of the music; and liem third, whi h. e beyed, te steal on
tiptas te the edge cf thse ravine, and look down in .te the abyss
frein wlience the voice seemed te proased. The echo, she dis-
covered, was a Young man, eugaged in navigating a raft deWaI the
river-such as is used b>' the peasantry cf the Alps te *float thein-
selves and their wares te arket, and which at, this, momnent was
itmanded on the shore, at the foot cf the gardon. Hle leaned upon
an car, as if ia the act of *pushing off bis ciulmiy boat; but bis
face was upturned, like oue watdhlag for thse appearance cf a star;
and .Lelia feit a sudden conviction, slie knew net wliy, that lie had
seen lier slimouh the trees whie s8e sat singing and had adopitedl
this intlid of attraeting hem attention witu alarming hiem. If


