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THE LAST OF THE MOHIGANS, -

[matiatly exhbrted fah o..

I’l“hcy were of hostile tribes, brought together by
“Dience of the American government; and
R ¥ remark, that a common policy
r'rf‘?;y - '»»t the same subject. They
YA B “her to be of use in the

so much in other places have done little here.

The whole of that wilderness, in which the latter |
incidents of the legend oceurred, is nearly a wil-
derness still, though the red man has entirely
deserted this part of the state. Of all the tribes

Lo T ) ~wing either of| named in these pages, there exists only a few -
A NARATIVE OF 1757. it of the CliiNAAS 6% WAT Smo. s AN . y.q .
= elvent of ?he (f:“t.l' i (;5}“}1 :w 3 /;{ -~ enemics. | half-civilized beings of the Oncidas, on the reser. -
- I £ e s i ‘tigs he  nadEs a1 e : . . : .
BY 3. FENIMGEE Eociin. the parties into th a vations of their people in New York. The rest U
¥ Nipd SRR ' Whatever may be the truth, as . . - . N
o d 'l"' = m y'f{l i v fonc Love disappeared, either from the regions in 1
- R -and the gentwug of the i tan tong 1% ol +hei , IRTER oty ) i
INTRODUCTION. eertain they ar6 RO 5 distinct in their words witien o heir fathers dwelt, ov altogether from the }.
. T i : i 1, . :
1t is believed that the scene of this tale, and|as to. posscss most of the disndvantages offearth. oine on which we would wish to -
strange languages ; hence much of the embarr-| There is one polm ON Wille, )

most of the information nccessary to under-
§tafid its allusions, arc rendeved sufficiently ob-
¥I6He £ the readér in the text itself, or in the
accompanying otes:  Still there is so much ob-
Sctirity in the Indian {raditions; afid 56 mch
éon’fusiéml in the Ind_km‘ nanics; dés fo ré&ider
somd explanatioti useful. _

Few men oxhibil greater diversily, or, if we
liay o éx{irkds it, greatér awitithesis of charact-
er, than the native warrior of North America.
In war, he is daring, boastful, cunning, ruthless,
self-denying, and self-devoted; in peace, just,
generous, hospitable, revengeful, superstitious,
-modest, and commonly chaste. These are quali-
tics, it is true, which do not distingnish all alike ;
but they are so far the jredomivating traite of
these remarkable people, as to be characteristic.

it is generally believed that the Aborigines of
the Amecrican coutinent have an Asiatic orgin.
‘There are many physical as well as moral facts
which corrolorate this opinion, and some few
that would secm to weigh against it.

‘T'he color of the Indian, the writer helicves, is
peculiar to himself, and while his check-bones
have a striking indication of a Tartar origin, his
cyes have not.  Climate may have had great in-
Rucnce-on the former, but it is difficult to see
how it can have produced the substantial differ-
cnce which exists in the Jatter. T imagery of
the Indian, both in his poctry and his oratory,

is Oriental; chastened, and perhaps improved, ]

by the limited range of his practical knowledge.
He draws his metaphors from the clouds, the

assment that has arisen in leamning their histor- |
.g-.'y

ies, and most of the uncertainty which exists
their traditions. )

Lilke nations of higher pretensicns, the Ameri-
caidi Indinn gives a very different account of his
own tribe or ra%s from that which is givent by
othier people. He s ihieh addicted to overesti-
mating his own perfections, &id 0 undervalue
those of his rival or his enemy; a irak which
may possibly be.thought correberative of the
Mosaic accournt of the ereation:

The Whites have assisted greatly o fenider:

ing the traditions of- the Aborigines more &b fe:

scure by their own manner of corrupting names.
Thus, the terin used in the title of this ook has
undergone the changes ¢f Mahicanni, Mohicaus,
and Mohegans; tie latter being the word com-
monly used by the Whites,  When it is remem-
bered that the Dutch (who first szitled New
York), the Lnglish, and the French, ali gave ap-
pellations (o the tribes that dwelt within the
country which is the sceue of Lhis story, and
that the Indians not only gave different names
to their enemies, but frequently to themselves,
the cause of the confusion will be nnderstood.
In these pages, Lenni-lenape, l.enope, Dela-
wares, Wapanachki, and Mohicans, aill mean
the same people, or tribes of the same stock.
The Mengwe, the Maquas, the Mingoes, and the
Iroquois, though not all strictly the same, are
identified frequenily by the spealers, being po-
litically confederated and opposed to those just

say a word before closing this p.eface.  Hawk-
« ¢alls the Lac du Saint Sacrement, the “ Hor-
icai.”  As we believe this to be an approiatior
of the name that has its origin with eurseives, /.
the time bas agwived, perhaps, when the it
should be frankly admitted. While writing this:
boolk, fully a quarter of 4 eentury since, it ecs-
cured to us that the Frencl#t pame of this lake:
was too complicated, for either to be used famil-
iérly in 2 work of fiction. Looking over an
aneient map, it was ascertained that & dribe of
Indians, ealled *“ Les Horicans” by the Frensh,
ishad fn the neighborhood of: this beauifud
¢ of water. As every word uttered by Nat.-
ty DD#amppo was not to be I:eceivcd as n;;xd t,n}th'.
we toolk MW Mberty of putting the « Horican™ 1n-
to his mouth, isthe substitute for “Lake George.”
The name has "J;IJ‘I‘)Q:LL‘CCI to ﬁnq favor, an'd all
things considered, it soay possxb'ly be quite as
well to Jet it stand, insc2ad of going b.a.c]\' to the
Houst of Hanover for the appellation Of' our
finest sheet of water, We feh'f-"'t! !?f-i“-‘" CQ'DSIC'G“CC
by the confession, at ali évents, ,;€¢¥INg 2 {0 €X-

ercisc its authority as it may sec {it.
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CHAPTER 1.

Minc car is open, and my heart prepared ; .
The worst is workily loss thou canst unfold 1w
Say, is my kingdom lost ?
SHAKESPRARL.
[t was o feature peculiar to the colonial! wars
of North America, that the toils and dangers of
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scasons, the birds, the beasts, and the vegetable |named. Mingo was a term of peculiar reproach | the wilderness were to be encountered before thet

world.  Iu this, perhaps, he docs no more than|as were Mengwe and Maqua in a less degree. adverse hosts could meet. A wide and appar- K
any other energetic and imaginative race would The Mohicans were the posscssors of the ently an impervious boundary of forests severed i

“

do, being compelled to set bounds to fancy by
experience; but the North American Indian
clothes his ideas in a dress which is different
from that of the African, and is Orjental in itself.
His Janguage has the richness and sententious
fulness of Chinese:  He will express a phrase in
a word, and he will qualify the meaning of an
entire scatence by a syllable; he will even con-
vey different significations by the simplest in-
flexions of the voice.

Philologists have said that there are but two
ot threc languages, properly speaking, among
all the numerous tribes which formerly occupied
the country that now composes the United
States. They ascribe the known difficulty one
people have to understand another to corrup-
tions and dialects. The writer remembers to
have been present at a interview between two
chiefs ol the Great Prairies west of the Missis-
sippi, and when an interpreter was in attendance
who spoke both tlieir languages. The warriors
appeared to be on the most friendly terms, and
seemingly conversed much together; yet, ac-
cording to the account of the interpreter,
was absolutely ignorant of what the other

cach
said.

country first occupied by the Furopeans jn this
portion of the continent. ‘I'hey were, conse-
quently, the first dispossessed ; and ti:e seeming-
ly inevitable fate of all these people, who disap-
pear before the advances, or it might be termed
the inroads of civilization, as the verdure of their
native forests falls before the nipping frosts, is
represented as having already befalles them.
There is sufficient historical truth in the picture
to justify the use that has been made of it.

In poiut of fact, the ¢ suntry which is the scene
of the following tale has undergone as little
change, since the historical cvents alluded to
had place, as alimost any other district of cqual
extent within the whoele limits of the United
States, There are faghionable and wetl-attended
watering-places at and near the spring where
Hawlk-eye halted to drink, and roads traverse
the forests where he and his {riends were com-
pelled to journey without even a puth.  Glenn's
has a lacge village; and while Williara  Heary,
and even a fortress of later date, are only to be
traced as ruins, there s another village on the
But, beyond this, the

re,

shores of the Horican.
enterprise and energy of a people who have done

the possessions of the hostiic provinces of France :
the-- -

and England. The hardy colonists and
trained Europcan who fought at his side, fre-
-quently expended months in struggling against
the rapids of the streams, or in efiecting the
rugged passes of the mountains, in quest of an
opportunity to cxhibit their courage in a more !:
martial conflict. But, cmulating the patience
and sclf-denial of the practised native warriors,
they learned to overcome every dfficulty; and
it would seem that, in time, there was no rccess
of the woods sa dark, nor any secret place so
lovely, that 1t might claim exemption from the
inroads of those who had pledged their blood to
satiate their vengeance, or to uphold the cold and
selfish policy of the distant monarchs of lurope.

Perhaps no district throughout the wide ex-
tent of the intermediate frontiers can furnish a
livelier picture of the cruclty and ficrceness of
the savage warfare of those periods than the\\‘
country which lies between the head waters of
the Fudson and the adjacent lakes. .

The facilities which nature had there offered
to the march of the cowbatants were too obvious
(o be neglected. - The lengthened  sheet of the
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