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ORIGINAL POETRY.

THE KISS Y0U GAVE AT PARTING,

BY GEORGE WASHINGTON JOHNSON.

You ask mo what star shone in glorious gloams
In tho gloom that hung over lifo’s billow—
You ask mo what thought cane last before dreatus,
Whon nightly my hoad pressed tho piliow—
"Twas the swoet, gontlo love-light, that henmed from the
dopths
Of thine eyes, while tho ponrl-tears were starting—
"Twas how tonderly, fondly you prossed o wy lips
The kiss, that you gave me at parting.

You ask me what forms from the caves of the night
Came up in fair visions bofore mo—

You ask me what hopos shone like angels of light,
In thoir brightness camo up and stoud o’er me.

'Twas the fortn of the maiden my bosom holds dear,
The oause of my hoart's wild, sweet smarting—~

Tho hopes, that buoyed up from the dell of despair,
Was the vow that you plighted ut parting.

You ask me what hand lured mo on to the goal,
Which Isawin the coal-pictures burning—

You ask me what fancics flew back to my soul,
When thoughts of my homo were returning—

", was the hand that in wmine so fondly was prossed,
Of momn'ries dear o'cr the coals durting—

And the swoeot happy fancy that came with the rest
‘Was the kiss thut you gave mo at purting,

Binseook, Oct. 23rd, 1863,

THE POLISH QUESTION,
(From the Wostminstor Roview.)

Tug Polish questionis indeed a striking example of the
effects of a breach of international right silently concurred
in by all the Powars of Earope. TFor nearly a hundred
years it has been the standing difficulty of statesmen, the
terror of sovereigns, and the hope of all the enemies of

eace. Before it was first raised by the partition, there

ad been no seasible alteration of territory in Europe for
three centuries : since that time not one century has yet
passed, and Kurope hus not once beea free for fifteen years
tozetber from convulsions, more or less directly traceable
to the pactition, which have chunged her very face and dis.
turbed her internal organization.” With an almost incon-
ceivable blindness, the protectors of the ‘order’ of 1813,
instead of closing up the hideous wound that exposed the
European body politic weak and defenceless to the attack
of its Muscovite eremy, left open the sore to spread the
seeds of chronic disease by corrupting the universal feeling
of right and belief in the principles of civilization. Aud
when the partitioning Powers, 10 defiance of the express
stipulations of the Treaty of Vieuns, uot only negleeted to
apply to the evil they bad commitied the weak and ineffi-
cient remedies which they were solemaly bouud to use, but
did their best to turn them into poisons, Burope, as if under
a heavy vetribution, whose weirht she felt powerless to
shake off, remained passive and silent iu presence of an ever-
recurring and aggravated wrong. How infinitely stronger
was tle case of the Poles, goaded into revolution by the
flagrant violation of all their rights aud the barbarous
tyranay of the monster who was their viceroy, than that
of the dissatisfied, but neither insulted nor persecuted Bel-

jons in 1830—and how miserably inefficient were the
eeble remonstrances of France and England in the former
case, as compared with the firm yet peaceful attitude of all
the Powers in the latter! Our government alone seemed
to have some conscionsness df its'duty, und protested with
irregistible logic both against Russia’s repeated violations
of the Treaty of Vienna and monstrous doctrine that the
revolution whick was the consequence of those violations
relieved her from her obligations to Earope uander the
Treaty. But these isolated protests were of no avail.
Prussia, still basely sacrificing her independence to the alli-
ance of Russia, established a cordon of troops on her fron-
tier; and Austria, who secretly favoured the Poles, was
doterred fromn openly pronouncing in their favor by the
evident hesitation of F'rance and England. Blocked in by
enemies who surrounded hor on every side, and shut out
from every kiad of sup?ort, Poland fell once more a victim
to the fears and the political blindaess of Europe. Buther
misfortunes, far from crushing her, inspired her with 4 new
life. Withgut the constitution and the national institutions

varanteed Yo hor by the Treaty of Vienua, oppressed aud
insulted by the Russianising policy of the Czars and the
Germaoisaiion of their allies, she still kept alive the flame
of nationality, and eagerly watched for an opportunity to
strike another blow for her independence. The opportunity
was not long in cominz.  The absorption .of Cracow by
Austria—a violation of international right which was per-
fectly consistent with the conduct pursued by the partition-
ing Powers towards Poland since 1772, but which now for
the first time roused the indignation of Europe—was the

relude to 2 Buropean revolution in which the Poles of

russis and Austria took part.  Again they failed; but this
time they had no claim, as insurgents, on the aid of Europe,
as they were quite unable to oppose anything like effectual
registanco to the governmeuts against which they had risen,
and Russian Poland lay paralyzed bencath the iron arm of
Nicholas. Ia the preseat insurrection the caseis far dif-
ferent. It has now lasted us longas that of 1830, and is
daily inceeasing in strength. Tt 1s the united work of all
clusses of the population ; it embraces the whole of ancient
Poland ; in & word, it exhibits all the sins of a national
rising.  Aun opportunity is now offered to Idurope not only
to ‘provent hloodshed’ und to ‘preserve social order,’ as in
the cose of Belgium, but to vindicale the sacreduess of
treaties aud restore the balunc: of pover. Those who ob-
jeet that the restoration of Poland would not achieve the
last of these objects because it would give France anally
in the north, seem to forget that there is but one alterna-

tive. The choice is between an alliance of France with a
free constitutional Poland or with a despotic und aygressive
Russia. Alrendy does rawor speak of the latter as impend-
ing over the head of hbera! Eurvope. And after all, if
Europe will adhere to the duties traced out for her hy her
own written law, where is the danger of this Franco-Polish
alliance? A Poland freed by Napolecon may indeed be
tied by links of gratitude o his policy ; but a Poland resus-
citated under the protection of united Buvope will have ne
motive for joining herself’ in a monstrous wion with an
aggressor and a despot. Nor doesshe claim or desire any-
thing move than this protection. Her national government
repudiates all foreign intervention ; it asks only for & recoy-
nition by Burape ot the same belligeront rights as those ahe
has hitherto extended to every Insurgent pation; to the
Greeks in 1826, to the Belgians in 1830, and to the Con-
federate States of Awnerica since, the beginning of the pre-
sent civil war.  And it we Jook at the fact that before the
Treaty of Vienna the position of Polund iu the international
law of Kurope wus that of an independent nation, sud that
tho arrangements of the T'reaty which altered that position
have heen completely destroyed and have proved impracti-
cable, we cannot but vcknowledge that it is the duty of
Burope to reconsider the position she made for Poland in
1815, and to settleits future fate in such a manner as to
prevent its heing a souvce of coustant disturbance in conse-
quence of the miszovernment und bad faith of the three
Powers who by the Treaty were wade its sovereigns. For
it cannot be too often repeated that the right of Europe to
interfere is not confined to the Congress kingdom. The
articles of the Treaty we have already quoted show clearly
that the administration of the Pohsh provinces divided
among the three Powers was as much a matter of European
arrangement us that of the kingdom; aud that the only
right enjoyed by the three pattitioning Powers over their
Polish possessions is derived frow the Treaty of Vienna.*
This right, one at least of the Powers in question has for-
feited by her persistent non-fnlfilment of the conditions
attached 10 it. The conduct of Russia with regard vo the
Polish articles of the Treaty of Vienna presents the grossest
and most iudefensible instance of that offence against the
society of nations, whose necessary punishment we alluded
to at the beginning of this acticle. ¢It has been,” said our
veteran statesman sod diplomatist jn his plsce in Parlia-
ment in 1861, ¢the greatest violation of a treaty that las
ever taken place in the history of the world.”  Unless,
therefore, treaties are henceforward o be mere declarations
of an intentivn to coufer certain henelits during pleasure,
this violution for nearly half o century of the greatest of
Europeau treaties with impunily must be put a stop to.
There can be uo more dignified and effectual means of
doiang this thun the declaration by Europe of her withdrawal
of the rights she gave to Russia over Polund in 1815.
Such a course could not deprive Europe of her right to
interfere in Poland ; on the contrary, it would muke that
right only the stronger, for it would make it dependent. not
on the title-deed of the Treaty of Poland of 1815, but on
that of the lawfully iudependent Poland of 1782, Further,
it would be both tge reason and the explanation of the re-
cognition of the Poles as belligerents, who will then be
entitled to fizht, not for the restricted rights under the
Treaty, but tor tbeir full rights as a lawfully independent
nation. The objections which have been urzed agawst
this recoygnition are easily shown to be futile. It has been
said that, unless an insurgent couniry js sufliciently strong
to have reasonable hopes of success, its recognition as &
belligerent would be useless and even mischievous; that
the Poles have no regulsr army, and do not occupy anﬂ
towns; and that therefore they can have no claim to suc
a recognition. The principle is, no doubt, 2 sound one;
bet it will be difficult to support the inference whichis
drawn from it.

The true measure of the strength of au insurrection ob.
viously consists in the difficulties Tt bas overcorae and the
advance it has made towards success. In 1830 Poland had
one of the finest regular armies in Europe, and was in full
possession of all her towns ; yet she failed, after an iusur-
rection which lasted only wine months—a period during
which the present rising has steadily inereased in force
and extent. And if we look at the strength which the
Confederates of America have put forward during their
insurvection, which nevertheless was considered sufliciently
great to justify their recogoition by Europe as belliger-
enty, we shall find that their efforts have been as nothing
compared with those of the Polas.  The Coufederates,
rich, free, and prosperous, began the struggle with their
own ground for a dispnted question of Federal rights ; the
Poles, ground down by a despotism without parallel, im-
poverished by excessive taxation, and watched by tlie most
eluborate system of espionage in the world, rose against
their oppressors, unarmed and surrounded by enemies, for
the holy cause of independence and freedom. The Confed-
erates are defending thcuselves against sn invader from
without ; the Poles are making desperate efforts to expel
the oppressor within,  And on which side has been the
balance of success ? The vast armies of the South, fighting
for & point of law, are yielding; the bhalf:starved and ill-
armed insurgents, fizhting for their homes and all that is
most dear to them, are disputing, step by step, every iuch
of their country with the enemy, defeating his troops, coun-
ter shecking his manccavres, and superceding his govern.
ment by theirown. By their strength, thercfore, at least
as wuch as by the justice of their cause and the barbarity
of their opponents, and as a logical consequence of Russia’s
rejection of the propositions of the Powers,t have the Poles
o right to claim from Iurope recognition as belligerents.
Nor wounld this recognition be a mere barren advautage to
the insurgents, Besides opening to them all tbe markets

* See Lord Pnlinerston’s Dospatchies to Lord Ioytesbury, March
22, 1831, and March 12, 1832.

t ‘Cho rumared crant of » Constitution to Rustin and Poland was
g0 glaringly improbablc that none but those who were totally ignorant
ot the roal stato of thoxo countrios gavo it nny credit. It has already
been deniod by the oflicial organs of the Russian Governmont.

of Burope for the purchuse of materials of war, it would,
combined with the declaration!:f their right to independence,
czuse an open breach between' Ruesia and the Powers
making the declaration. From the consequences of such
a breach Eugland nud France would have nothing to fear;
and the effect of this decisive step on their part would be
to give Austris an opportunity of practically proving her
liberal professions by making Gallicia an independent State,
and thereby obtatuing thet influence in Germany and over
her own motley territories which she covets so much.
It would practically throw back Russia into Asia, and
thus putan end to those dangerous schemes of Panslavism
which threaten the disruption of Austria and Turkey, and
the consequeot enslavement of Bastern and Central Eu.
vope. It would dissipate the dangers of a European war
by establishing a I:rinciple of eommon and peaceful action
against Russia. Iinally, it would introduce the reign of
peace and order in Europe, by showing the determination
of the Powers to prove that right is strouger than might,
aud that neither the integrity of nations nor the faith of
treaties shall in future be violated with impunity.

THE CLOSE OF THE RUSSIAN FESTIVITIER
IN NEW YORK

(From the Now York, Herald.)

At last we can announce the close of the Russian fet
orfarces. Glad a3 we aro that all the fuss and parade1s
over, we cannot allow the occasion to;pass without a few
sensible words in regard to those who have made themselves
80 entirely ridiculous during there farcical performances.
The great Nepoleon, when coufined upon the Island of St.
Heleng, uttered the mewmorable proverb that if you serateh
a Russian you will ind a Tartar L’eneath. Napoleon never
said anything more trae, and we have found it so during
our receat experience in entertaining the officers of the
Russiun flect now in our harbor.

- - * L] - L] - L

Upon the arrival of the Russian fleet in our harbor we
were seized with a Russian mavia. Our citizen soldier«
paraded the streets, muddied their trowsers, to show them-
selves to_the Russians, and were quietly ignored at the
Russian dinner.  This dinner was got up lavishly—although
lard and tallow and train oil would have done as well as
game, aad pastry, and champagne—but the speeches were
exceedingly farcical, especially in those portions” which
essayed to draw a comparison between the Emperor Alex-
auder and President Lincoln. Then came the ball, which
was, as we predicted, a farce and a failure. So ends the
history of the Russian festivities ; and what have we gained
by them? Ts it the sympathy of the Russian Czar? We
had that before, m o diplomatie way, and it really amounts
to nothing. Russia sends her navy here to keep it safe in
the event of 5 war with France; but we doubt if she would
send it here if we needed it to aid us in fighting England.
Her navy, in fact, is not worth the sending. One of our
Ironsides could blow it out of water, with all the barbarizns
on board, in a couple of hours. How else can ILussian sym-
pathy availus? What sssistance is her barbarian legation
or her barbarian diplomacy to a people able to take care of
themselves ? Ifshe has any sympathy to spare let her ex-
pend it upon the Poles, who bave groaned for half a ceu-
tury under her iron yoke, and have been deprived of all
their natural and national rights, except the right of being
sent to Siberis, For free America to become cheek by
Jjowl with such a depotism is contrary to all the tradiions,
all the sentiments and all the principles of tlus republic.
Wamay bave forgotten this during our recent excitement.
Let us remember it now.

A CutE LAWYER.—A gentleman, on dying, left all his
estates to aJmonastery, on condition that, on the return of
his only son, who was then abroad the worthy fathers
should give him whatever they should choose. When the
son came home he went to the monastery, and received but
a smnall share, the monks choosing to keep the greater part
to themselves. A barrister, to whom he happencd to
mention the case, advised him to suc the monastery, and
promised to gain his cause. The gentleman followéd his
advicer. ‘The testator) said the ingenious barrister, *has
left his son that share of the estat ¢ which the monks should
choose; these are the express words of the will. Now, it is
plain what they have chosen, by what they kecp for them
selves. My client, then, stands upon the words of the will,
Let us have, ¢ snid he, ¢ the part they bave chosen, and I am
satisfied. And ho gainedthe suit.

No mode of payment can be fair which®overlooks the
previous training of the workman. Sir Joshua Reynolds
was once asled Eby o person for whom he.had painted a
small picture how he could charge so much for a work
which only employed him for five days? ¢ Five days?! re-
plied Sir Joshua, ¢why I have expended the work of thirty-
five years upon it

Joln Reeve was once accosted by & man, with & bottle
of gin‘in his hand, ¢Pray, sir, is this the way to the poor
house ? John gave him a look of clerical dignity, and point-
ing to the bottle, said, ¢ No, sir, but that is/

Never trouble trouble till trouble troubles you.

There is & young woman in Nova Scotie, seventeen
years of age, who is scven fect two inches in height, She
measures forty-threc inches round the waist, thirty-three
inches from her armpit to the tip of her fingers, weighs
274 pounds und hasa foot thirteen inches long. She isgood
looking, quite social, although diffident, not being accus-
tomed to sce the public, and her name is Anna Swan.

¢ A gentlemnn in our office, remarks Dr. Eddy, ¢the
other day siated that he had a system by which_he could
remember things almost ad infinitum, We like {o hear him,
for he {alks heartily. By and by he started and and walked

alonyg nearly to tho stair-door, whon suddenly he rcturned,
and with sapguiniforous hue said, ¢ £ forgot my hat "’



