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Tii twenty-seventh annatal convention of the American In-
stitute of Architects will b held ai Chicago on July 31st, in
conjunction vitl the Vorld's Congress of Architects, referred ta
in Our issue for May.

THE gentleman via for soine years acted as quantity survey-
or for many Toronto contractiors, having recently removed troi
the city, there would appear ta be at present a good opening for
a competent man to set up business in this line.

lT seis ta have been finally decided by lte architect of the
new city and county buildings at Toronto, that the buildings
shal be compieted by day [aber, under the immediate super-
vision of the architect and his clerk of works. Tiis in the case
of such an important work is a new departure, and the outcome
of the experiment will be the subject of much interest to archi-
tects and contractors as vell as ta municipal corporations and
other public bodies in this and foreign countries.

A NO less personage tha the gencral manager of the New
York Hera/s, announces by advertisemient that lie is prepared
to receive proposals for plans of construiction with estiamated cost
ofa steel office building of fromn tvelve ta twenty stories, and
that ha avill pay the sens of $5eo for the plins selected as coin-
bining the greatest advaniages, and $250 for the second best.
This, considering ils source, miakes e.sily excusable the like
exhibitions of ignorance on the part of persons residing in less
highly civilized communities ta awhich sae have frequently referred.
Surely the ieiglit f absurdity swith regard ta architectural comn-
petitions lias now been achieved.

TiE largest hydraulic testing machine in the worild is said la
be one designed by Prof. J. B. Joinson, consulting engineer in
the Washington University at St. Louis. The purpove for
wItich the machine sas designed is for tise in the experiments
being imade by the United StIates Govemnient ta determne the
strength of cstomercial woods grown in the United States. The
machine can be made ta exert a pressure of ioooooo ubs. Dur-
ing sane recent experiients ai the above naied University, a
piece of titber capable of sustaining 8,ooo persons vas cruslhed
like an egg-shell wien placed in tlie machine. Brick piers two
feet square, columnas of granite a foot square, and sandstone
three feet square were ground ta powder.

THE volume of building operations for 1893 is less in the city
ofToronto, as compared with the lirst five months of 1892, by
half a million dollars. Contractors who have been in business
in tise city for twenty years state that never within their recol-
lection were lie conditions sa unsatisfactory as aI present.
Work is being dane cieaper to-day with wages at 36 cents per
hour than vien years ago the rate required to be paid vas but
little more than half this figure. Scarcity of contracts has

engendered competition ta an extent which imakes il excecding-
ly difficult for honest wYork te be donc ait a profit. Morcover,
the financial stringency is such that builders complain tlhat aifler

having fclfilled ilteir contracts, much effort is often required
before paiyment can be obtained.

THE ttime set for tie reception of designs for the imtprove-
ment.of St. Lawrence Market, Toronto, vili expire on JuIy lst.
We ara not avare wh t snber of architects wili respond ta

the invitation of the Committee of the Council baving this mbat
ter in charge, but from the indefiniteniets arwhich marked the


