
INIARIRIAGE A LA INODE'0

lic lla(1 been (traooe(l tip i) ht tea-
sp0oI15 andi the toothpicks oin the table.
.But since the days of the Ainericai in1-
vasion this hacl been SQ comimon that I
hiad îîcver seriouisly pondereci over the
past xvhiciî overhung mv father. l-{w-
ever. 1 Nvas nat iin the mood ta allo\v ii
ta sec nri I)ertubleratioll. I \voulct show
iii that édiucation hafi not been wvastc(l

,on nie, andi Sa with the utinost sang-froid
1 anlsxerc( linii.

-Father,' I saici, " ' arn not surl)rise(l
at what you hiave just told mne and I xviii
I)rocee(1 ta mnake gaa(i bx' choosing my13
p)rofession accol-(ling ta the custoni af
tiiose o-ood 01(1 forbears af the Societv
onit of wbomi I mnean ta make my living.'

Sa saying I xvalked ox'er ta the book-
Slieif xvhcereon lie kept whlat lie calleci the
Old Fainilv Bible. It had always l)een
samcewhat of a puzzle ta mie, as I lbad
seet imi biiy it , dirtv it , fill it with
enaughzl ancestars ta show oui dlirect (le-
scent trami the animais iii the Ark, but
hiad neyer oncee rca(l it. \'itb a theatri-
cal ait- 1 tirexv it apen andi laid my finger
on a verse. I read, 'l cannot (iig: ta beg0
1 arn ashiaic(l, Vet Salamion in ail his
--lor-v xvas îîot arrax cd iike anc af thiese.*
"There, father,- I said, .1 wili be one of
these.-

A\ butsh feil over the al)artlent of the
M\Iarquis at the souin( af these xvai-(s. I
fellinjta the nearest chair , a mental wreck
and i echanicallv liel)e( miyseif ta anl-
atlier dirink. Ouitside cotild ibe heard the
humin of thc traffie, the buzzing of the
bees and the sano, af the birds ;but xvithi-
ini was silence betwecnl the interviewer
and the scif-canfessed frauci.

"Sa I left niv father," cantimned tlic
?\Iarquis, -and ulse(l the £5,ooa tag-ether
withi mv gaacl education as a w'orking-
cap)ital. I toak a passage ta Nexw York,7
andi the titie afi Marquis (ie Cavalcanti. I
toolk thiat titie for tbree reasons. First
of ifl becauise evervone lias heard af it;
secCn(lly becatise nobody xxas liikelv ta be
able ta place it, Dumiias being ont of
fashian iii thlese davs, xvben ônIy the lat-
est navel is read,' andi thirdly; becauise
ex-ervanle knawing of it 1w bieresay andi
na0bad v being able to place it, it vas ex-
tremieix- unllikely tbat anvone woid care
about tie respansibility of questianing it.
A feNv hutndred dllar-s ju(liciotisly scat-

tered about the ncewspaper offices, toge-
thier xvith mvi irrel)roachable mnanniers and
clathes, amlong-st which latter 1 mnade tise
of some extraordiniary garnients that 1
hiad once xvorni at a fancy (ircss bail, gave
mie the cnitrec imbt Nexv York Society.
IFor the rcst, youi knoxv thlat I arn engaged
ta Constantina, the oivý, cdaughter of
Paul, the Park Butcher. and that tlie
wedicing takes lace in exactiy three-
quarters of ant iouir,'

Thle mairquis straightcnc(l bis legs,
vaxvnc(, lit another cigarette and look<ed
rel) roach f 111 yi* at the empty dlecanter.

"Bu1t, mlv iar(l,. staninered 1. "Mbcre
is only anc question I xvish ta asic voit,
whv yoi told Ill ail tlhis?"ý

*\Vcli voni sec, Mrl. I\irtiin. I bave ar-
raniged tint Moui xviii 1) unable ta mnake
anv uise of yaur knoxvlc(lg tili aftcr the
cereinony is ovet-. By tbe wa. voti iiitst
pardan nie, but youi xvii be viî-tually a
prisoner for anl houir, andi 1 liaf a (lesire
to let Amnericanls knowx what gi-cal offeni-
clers the\, ai-e. Tbey candonle in tities
xx'at tbev puinisbi in tbe lower strata of
society. IMv fathiet as a burgiaro ai neî-e
famnily jewels iniiglht bave spcnt his (lays
in Smo- Smno- bia lie p ractised over iei-c,
but 1, lits son-. arn actuaill entîccd to
)u rgl aiise tbcîi t- Hesh andl lloa(l togetber

xxitlb tbe famiilv jcxvels, plate and1 what-
ever cisc gocs xvitb tbe fainily. just i)c-
cauise 1 hiappen to chioose as mvi cagita-
men the titie af anc of Dumnas inîast con-
summnate scalin(lrels. Wbcn the 'Sen sa-
tional Gazette' cornes ont t-oi-i-axvro I
suppose tbere xviii be wvbat vani vulgarly
cali a rowv, but, cc/a ne fait rien: 1 ihave
iiv settiemeuits. maistîx' in casli alrcadx re-
ceivecI. and( the ladyi xvil] get xvbat slhe de-
sires, nianclv. notoicty- Andi 1 (tant*
think tlîat Solomnoin lil bis-. Gee
xvlîiz ! Youi mutst excuse Ile. i1r. Mfar-
tini, b)ut r hiave aly icit myseif ten min-
uites ta (iress mn. Yoni xviii )e at liberty ln
cxactlv one biot-. Goad-bye , andi tbankq
very înutch. 1'beric's another déccanter on
the si(iel)oar(l.ý

It was ncarlv txviiigbt 1eforc 1 axvokc,
andi as I Stunlible(l ont aoftic bouse I
heard the newsl)oys shauting tlheir
speciais. "Ail about the xvedding ini higli
lufe." I beard, and fraîii tbe (1c1 this of
nîv heart camîe the ansxveîing refrain:
'4WVell, xvbo the (levil ean l)lame him ?"
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