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prospects of self-governient for Ire
land ? Would thev not have hailed

it1i joy the accessioIn to their ranký
of so potent a political p)wei as was
Mr. Blake at that tiune But if these
were their feelings they- succeeded in
disguising them iist effectuallv. A
goverimiient supporter -was put up t(
1i'i opose an anienglment whiich Mr
Blake could inot vo ite for. His mo1< tives
were ihnpugned, he was inferentiallv
staIIpeil as a demago' gue and iin everv
way the attempt wZas nmide to belittle
uid nisrepresent his aîvocacy of Ire-
lands cause. Finallv bis resolutions
were v()tel Mown1 andl another set
aliipted in their stead.

But this coutuneliou.s treatmlient by
Jrslhmen lWho) b v their >wnî account
can scarcelv sleep at imîglts because of
their burunmg love for the land of
thieir ahes did not prompt Mr.-
Blake to retaliate. He has shown his
readiness to support the principle of
Hoine Rule no matter by whomini pro-
posed or who it ailvalitaged. Whe l·i'. costigan im 1882 p)1op)sel his
r'esolution s, Mr. Blake gave his voice
and his v<ote for te. Wlien Mr.
{urran pirposed a series of resolutions

.188î, the Opposition leader was
agai to the fore and declared that
althigh h e iiglit (object to the foriml
(if the resolutions, be woull on everv
opportillity afforded imn, record his
vote for the "vital primciple of local
sel tgovermnent."

FoI this -vital ,principle" lie lias
110W forsaken all. 1' really estimate

at he has forsaken, one nust first
realize who this iian is. ie has
already refuseil the lhghest judicial
psSitioi ii the couintry, the Chief-
justiceship of the Supremlîe Court of
the Iominion. He has refused kniglt-
11 ol. He casts belind huin 1 the great-
est law practice ii Canada. He is
easily first of· Liberals, and demands
have not been waitingr for him to
reassune the position that is his
natural right. All this he has sacri-
icel for the Lurpose of iiitn ersiin

liîniselt' iii a strife the ouiteoilte of

- whbicl is obscure indeed. He doubt-
1 less like a wise nian, gave the call of
s the Nationalist leaders deep thought,

before coming to a conclusion. He
mllust have forseen the mnany difficulties
that crowd the path which lies
between him and St. Steplhens. The
mnonster Ulster Convention had fin-

. ished its sittings before his decision
was iade. ie oiinous vords
'civil war" were ieardi at that vast
gathering of Plotestalt tlster It
looks as if the progranme which lie is
desirous of carryiiig ont, cannot be lad
without endangering the peace of the
Empire. Ii one set of
grievaices in Ieland it is possible
another set nay be established ; in
appasm)g one section there is danger
of creating irritation in another that
is now loval, peaceful, and content.
Moreover eli goes to a bouse divided
against itself. He is the choice of one
section of the Irish party will le be
,>dI'U ./ralt< to the other ? Par-
niellite has more love for a Tory squire
than for Anti-Parnellite. He goes
to an assemly the most august
and cultivated in the World. In
it lhe will be a stranger, vith all
its ways to learin. It is ai assem>-
blage whose ear cannot be caug'ht ii
a day : access to its gracious toler-
alnce is a process (if SlOw developmîîent
Truly it.is a doub tful enterprise upon
wvhiclh lie lias adventured. What
will the- outeome be ? Many of Mr.
Blake's admirers have rushed to the
conclusion that he is surely destinied
t! be Mr. Parnell's successor in the
leadership of the Irish party. lt is
well to call tbe attention of snch san-
guine personages to the fact that leivill enter Parla niely as the
mnember for Sm>th Longford. M '.
Blake himself to intinate friends lhs
dellrcate i this assuiption that 'le
will ste) iiito anîy particularly proi-

ment at ini the councils of the
Home nCe pai'tv. Foir ourselves, ahl
we can sax i: that lc will ,ring to
liS (lties one of the best furnishied
îinds in lîier Majesty's dominion, a


