14 THE LAKNE

prospects of self-government for Ire-
land 7 Would they not have hailed
with joy the accession to their ranks
of so potent a political power as was
Mr. Blake at that time / But if theﬁe
were their feelings thev succeeded in
disguising them most effectually. A
government supporter was put up to
propose an  amendment which ‘Ml'.
Blake could not vote for.  His motives
were impugned, he was inferentially
stamped as a demagogue and in every
way the attempt was made to helittle
and misrepresent his advocacy of Ire-
land’s cause. Finally his resolutions
were voted down and another set
alopted in their stead.

But this contumelious treatment by
Irishmen who by their own account
can scarcely sleep at nights because Uf_'
their burning love for the land of
their fathers, did not prompt  Mr.
Blake to retaliate.  He has shown his
readiness to support the prineiple of
Home Rule no matter by whom pro-
posed, or who it advantaged.  When
M, Costigan in 1882 proposed  his
resolutions, Mr. Blake gave his voice
and his vote for them. When My
Curran proposed a series of resolutions
in 1887, the Opposition leader was
again to the fore and declared that
although he might objeet to the form
of the vesolutions, he would on every
opportunity attorded him, record his
vote for the “vital principle of local
scelf-government.”

For this “vital principle” he has
now forsaken all.  To really estimate
what he has forsaken, one must first
realize. who this man is. He has
already vefused the highest judicial
position in the country, the Chief-
Justiceship of the Supreme Court of
the Dominion. He has refused knight-
hood.  He casts behind him the goreat-
est law practice in Canada. He s
casily first of " Liberals, and demands
have not bheen wanting for him to
reassume  the position that is  his
natural right. All this he has sacri-
ficed for the purpose of immersing
himself in a strife the outcome of
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which is obscure indeed. He doubt-
less like a wise man, gave the call of
the Nationalist leaders deep thought,
bhefore coming to a coneclusion. He
must have forseen the many difficulties
that ecrowd the path  which les
between him and St Stephens.  The
monster Ulster Convention had fin-
ished 1ts sittings before his decision
was  made. The ominous words
“eivil war” were heand at that vast
gathering of Protestant Ulster. It
looks as if the programme which he is
desirous of carrying out, cannot be had
without en«lnngcring the peace of the

Empire.  In abolishing one set of
grievances i Iveland it i« possible
another set may be established ; in

appeasing one section there is danger
of ereating irritation in another that
is now loval, peaceful, and content.
Moreover he goes to a house divided
against itself.  He is the choice of one
section of the Irish party : will he be
persowd grata to the other 7 Pap.
nellite has more love for a Tory squire
than  for Anti-Parnellite.  He goes
to an assembly the most uugust
and cultivated in the world.  In
it he will be a stranger, with all
its ways to lemrn. It is an assem-
blage whose ear eannot be caught in
a day: access to its gracious toler-
ance 18 a process of slow development.
Traly it is a douhtful enterprise upon
which he has adventured.  What
will the outcome e ? Many of Mr.
Blake's admirers have rushed to the
conclusion that he is surely destined
to be Mr. Parnell's successor in the
leadership of the Irish party. 1t is
well to call the attention of such san-
guine personages to the fact that he

will enter Parliqent, merely as the
member for South Longford. My,

Blake himself to intimate friends has
deprecated  thig assumption that he
will step into any particularly prom-
inent Igart in the councils of the
Home Rule party.  For ourselves, all
we can say is that he will bring to
his duties one of the best furnished
minds in her Majesty’s dominion, a



